
School Choice under House Bill 3681 for Inter-district Transfers 

 

HB 3681 was enacted by the 2011 legislature and provides an additional 

method of voluntary school choice for Oregon students. The bill did not 

remove Oregon’s traditional methods of inter-district transfer, tuition and 

mutual district agreement. Local school districts continue to have control over 

the decision of whether to accept students using any of these methods of 

inter-district transfer. 

 
HB 3681:  Allows a student to enroll in the school district of their choice if the 
receiving district will accept any out of district transfers. By March 1 of each 
year a district must determine if it will allow any out of district admissions.  
Districts may set enrollment caps by grade, school or both.  If out of district 
admissions are allowed and more students apply than the cap allows, the 
district must select the students by lottery. 
 
 
HB 3681 modifies the existing protocol for inter district transfers to only 

require attending district approval in these instances.  This new law and OAR 

581-021-0019 is planned for full adoption by the State School Board in January 

of 2012. Under this law, permission from the student’s resident district is no 

longer necessary when using this means of transfer between districts. The new 

law also transfers legal responsibility for educating the student to the attending 

district.  In the case of students on Individualized Education Programs (IEPs), 

this will mean the attending district taking on the associated responsibilities 

under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) for FAPE. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

After lengthy discussions that included input from OSAA legal 
counsel and Legislative Counsel for the State of Oregon, the Board 
has concluded that the OSAA will not make any changes to existing 
OSAA transfer rules at this time. The eligibility of students who 
choose to transfer next summer, between the 2011‐12 and 2012‐13 

school years, will be determined by existing OSAA transfer rules as 
outlined in Rule 8.6. 
 



 

HB3681 Summary 
 

 

 

 HB 3681 takes effect immediately  for the 2012-2013 school year 

 Timeline 

o March 1 – School districts announce the number of students that 
will be accepted for the next school year.  

o April 1 – Deadline for students to seek consent from districts 
offering transfers.  

o May 1 – Deadline for district to provide written notice to districts of 
residence that a student has received consent to transfer.  

 

 District sets number of students to accept by March 1 

 If more requests than slots, a lottery will determine selections 

 District can announce openings at a specific school or grade level 

 No HB 3681 transfers accepted after May 1 

 Transfers accepted belong to SHSD until school completion 

 Transfers may return to resident district or apply to another district in 

following years 


