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Oregon school funding allocations include dollars for 

all districts to offer full day Kindergarten in the 2015
-2016 school year.  We are excited to have our 

youngest students with us for a full school day start-

ing Fall 2015. These earliest years of learning help 

develop the strong skills and habits all students need 

to do well throughout their school career. 

 

Registration for Fall 2015 Kindergarten began April 

1st.  Information can be found on the school web-

sites, at Head Start and local child-care providers.  

Of course, you can always visit one of the schools 

to pick up a registration packet.  

 

Both elementary schools will host a Kindergarten 

Round Up. McBride’s Round Up will be on Wednes-

day, May 20th from 6:30 pm – 7:30 pm and Lewis & 

Clark’s Round Up will be on Thursday, May 21st 

from 6:00 pm – 7:00 pm.  

 

We are looking forward to an 

exciting Kindergarten year. 

 

 

  

Many years have passed since the school district com-

munity has voted to make improvements to schools and 

their fields.  Our high school fields are some of the 

worst in the state and many of our competitions get 

moved to other sites for condition-related reasons. 

 

The School Board, after hearing another plea from 

coaches and athletes, directed Superintendent Davalos 

to explore ways in which a turf field might be installed 

“for our students and a place of pride for our communi-

ty.” 

 

A federal and state loan program, known as QZAB 

loans, offered an almost zero interest opportunity to 

borrow $1.38 million dollars, the amount needed to 
complete the project.  Our St. Helens School District 

Boosters signed on as our 10% match partner and we 

thank them for jumping in to make this happen! The 

Board carefully considered the value of borrowing funds 

in these financial times weighed against the desire to see 

something positive for our students and community.  

The Board approved the loan resolution on April 22nd 

and the District will move ahead with the installation.  

The cost for the first three years will be an annual aver-

age of approximately $10.6k dollars and not challenge 

current budget issues.  The loan payments will then 

replace a current loan due to be completed in 2017 for 

slightly less than is currently paid for the older loan. 

 

We are all excited to be in the stadium to celebrate the 

official opening of the new field. 

 

Go Lions! 

 

St. Helens School District is set 

to offer full day Kindergarten 

St. Helens High School 

Turf Field 

School Lunch Co-Pay Eliminated 

We are excited to announce that Oregon legis-

lators passed a provision to eliminate the 

school lunch co-pay. Starting this fall, kids who 

qualify for reduced-price lunch will be able to 

eat a healthy, nutritious lunch every day, free of 

charge. This means there will be expanded ac-

cess to a nutritious lunch for hundreds of chil-

dren in our district. 

 
As the fourth state in the nation to pass such a 

bill, Oregon helps lead the way for connecting 

children to nutritious meals, and legislation like 

this helps position Oregon for a future of 

healthy, well-educated leaders. 
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Jessica Pickett, a Certified Public Accountant, 

joined the school district as Business Manager in 

early January after working in Seattle as the 

Controller for a religious organization which had 

a staff of 150 people and operated 15 locations 

in five states. Other prior experience includes 

working in the business department for an independent school serv-

ing highly capable students and providing attestation and assurance 

services as an auditor for a public accounting firm in Bellevue. There, 
more than 90% of her client portfolio included not-for-profits, many 

of which required auditing federal programs according to the Office 

of Management and Budget Circular A-133 and the Single Audit Act 

of 1984. 

 
Work experience aside, Jessica grew up in Kelso, Washington and 

graduated from the Honor’s College at Washington State University. 

She enjoys volunteer work, traveling (she’s eyeing Australia and/or 

New Zealand as her next big trip), and attempting to grow vegetables 

other than lettuce and zucchini. She runs because it’s apparently good 

for her health. Fortunately, the St. Helens community provides lots of 

great views and rolling hills to train on. She has enjoyed her time 

working at the District immensely so far and frequently checks real 

estate listings in anticipation of moving to the community. 
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Stacey comes to us after working at 

Lewis & Clark Elementary for the past 

4 years.  Stacey, as well as her family, 

is very excited about this change. 

 
Stacey completed her degree at Concordia University where 

she graduated with a BSW in 2002. She is very active in the 

community, her church and is also serving on the St. Helens 

Youth Basketball board. 

 
Stacey has been married for 19 years and has 2 children along 

with a very busy Boston Terrier named Emmitt.  Her daugh-

ter, Isabelle, attends St. Helens Middle School where she has 

been on the National Junior Honor Society for the past two 

years.  Isabelle is also very active in sports and is currently 

competing in soccer and track. Her son, Vincent, attends 

Arthur Academy where he is a straight “A” student and has 

been awarded “Student of the Quarter” multiple times. Vin-

cent also is very active in sports and is currently competing in 

basketball and baseball.  

 
On the weekends, you can always find Stacey at one of her 

children’s sporting events cheering them on! 

 

 

Tracie moved from Arizona to 

Scappoose, Oregon with her 

family in July of last year. Be-

fore moving to Oregon, she 

worked as an administrative 

assistant for the Casa Grande Elementary School Dis-

trict. Tracie and her husband Larry are avid runners 

and hikers, and have been taking full advantage of all 

that Oregon has to offer. She is currently training to 

run her first marathon in October. 

 
Tracie and her husband have two daughters. Elise is a 

seventh grader and she loves photography and drawing. 

Lily is a sophomore in high school and she enjoys sing-

ing and volunteering at the animal shelter. Both girls 

are students of the Oregon Virtual Academy. The fami-

ly is looking forward to camping and exploring Oregon 

this summer. 

Accounts Payable 

Community Relations Secretary 

Superintendent/Board Secretary  

 

  
Kathi has worked in the world of education 

over 24 years in various capacities. She 

most recently worked at University of Port-

land for 14 years as program coordinator 

for campus housing. Prior to this position, 

she worked for the Scappoose School Dis-

trict for 10 years in roles that included of-

fice administration, student supervision, technical support, facilities 

management, and even locksmith. She enjoys being versatile. 

 
Kathi believes in creating engaging educational atmospheres that 

encourage and support each student so they are able to discover 

their personal strengths and matriculate with a solid foundation that 

will carry them throughout life. She has an inquisitive mind and en-

joys finding new ways to improve and develop processes.  

 
She is the mother of two adult daughters, and soon to be grand-

mother to her fifth grandchild. She owns two horses, a donkey, and 

a rambunctious Aussie-Healer puppy that was a Christmas present 

(surprise). She plays guitar, has led a church music group for the 

past 30 years, enjoys nature and gardening, friends and family, and 

hopes to explore more of our wonderful planet in the near future. 

Business Manager 

 
While attending the Oregon School Nutrition Association State Conference, 

Cook Manager Leona McCann entered a drawing for a chance to win a Potato Bar 

for her school. Imagine her surprise when she got the call…..she won the Potato 

Bar from the Oregon Potato Commission for the St. Helens Middle School Stu-

dents! 

 
The bar, which opened on April 29th, will continue to offer a variety of themes, 

toppings and salad selections. 

 

Thank you Leona and thank you Oregon Potato Commission! 

St. Helens Middle School Unveils a new Potato Bar for Students 



April 2015 Rotary Student of the 

Month: 
 

 
 

Columbia County Education 

Campus senior, Raimee Glick 

was recognized in April as Rota-

ry Student of the Month.  

 
Raimee is an exceptional young man who has 

held a variety of leadership positions at the Co-

lumbia County Education Campus. Currently, 

Raimee serves as an officer in the Key Club. 

 
Raimee is always wiling to help with whatever 

service endeavor the school has taken on. 

 
Raimee is also sought after as a teacher’s aide, 

office aide and Discovery class aide in which he 

does a fabulous job exemplifying a leadership 

role.  As an upcoming graduate, Raimee will do 

well in whatever path he chooses for his life and 

he’ll do it while being a blessing to others. 

 

 
May 2015 Rotary Student of the 

Month: 

 

 
 

Calvin Habel, a sixth-grader at 

Lewis & Clark Elementary, is de- 

scribed by his teachers as 

“complete and total greatness.”   

 
Calvin puts family first, which is the backbone of 

who he is. His academics exceed in every area. 

Calvin is completely dedicated to his work, and is 

always trying to learn something new. He often 

asks great questions that lead the class into a 

whole other realm. 

 
Calvin has empathy, which is a character trait 

that allows his peers to act naturally around him 

knowing that they will not be judged. To see 

these actions in Calvin, makes you appreciate his 

character. 

 
Calvin is a true pleasure to have at Lewis & 

Clark. We have no doubt about his future, be-

cause it will be bright. 
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New inductees into the St. Helens High 

School Chapter of the National Honor 

Society. 

 

 Cambria Cross 4.0 

 Levi Norton 4.0 

 Jacob Olson 4.0 

 Hannah Spears 4.0 

 Garth Naillon 4.0 

 Brandon Trabucco 4.0 

 Lillianna Shriver 3.91 

 Katherine Lalangan 3.83 

 Krista LaMunyon 3.8 

 Shannon Garrison 3.74 

 Emily Nollette 3.7 

 Amy Sumsion 3.7 

 

 

McKenna Coddington 

Hayden Weitzel 

Karla Morales 

St. Helens Middle School Students 

Take 1st Place in Slamboo Poetry 
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The Anne Frank/Holocaust Unit is a true experience at St. Helens Middle 

School. Taught by Michelle Johnson and Donna Beeler, all 8th grade students 

read the 1955 stage play and study a cinematic version of Anne Frank’s life. This 

experience takes students through the historical progression of World War II; 

Anne’s early years, her time spent hiding with others in the Secret Annex, her 

suffering in concentration camps, and her tragic death.  

 
For the last several years, St. Helens Middle School has had a unique opportuni-

ty to host Ms. Anneke Bloomfield and her companion, Jerry. It is her harrowing 

story, as a hidden and starving Jewish child in the Netherlands, which she and 

Jerry share with students in our modest library.  

 
Students are asked to fill out an application to see Ms. Bloomfield. This applica-

tion includes students’ reasons for wanting to be part of the audience and any 

questions they might ask. After the presentation, students are also asked to 

craft a letter to our presenters to thank them for sharing their amazing story. 

Holocaust Survivor Meets with  

Students from  

St. Helens Middle School 
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McBride Staff Celebrate 

Earth Day 2015 

Lewis & Clark 

5th Grade Music Program 


