
October 17th  -November 9th,  2016 
 

Columbia River Youth Corps  
News and Notes 

 

Upcoming Events . . . 11/21 parent teacher conferences 

11/28 - 12/2 senior citizen leaf cleanup 

11/30 Oregon Historical Society “Comic City, USA” 

12/16 CRYC 10th annual bowling tournament 

 

Lights! Cameras! Action! By Hannah Boeckel 

On October 18, We had a man named Nicholas come in as a guest 

speaker. Nicholas came from Portland Center Stage to talk to us about 

theatre, leadership, and the play we were going to see “Hold These Truths” 

about Japanese 

internment).  He had 

three activities for us to 

do that pertained to the 

play or to drama. 

The first activity that 

we did was split 

ourselves up into two 

groups and think of four 

or more characteristics 

of a hero. Our list 

consisted of leadership, 
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persuasiveness, compassion, bravery, selflessness, strength, and a strong 

persona. After making that list, we had to assign each person with one of 

these characteristics and we had to strike a pose pertaining to what 

characteristic we chose. In my group, I was selflessness, Isaiah was strength, 

Skyler was leadership, and Curtis was bravery. 

Our second activity was playing Red Light, Green light  . We started out 

this game of Red Light, Green Light  by asking us questions like “Were both or 

one of your parents 

born in Oregon?” and 

“Were you born in 

Oregon?”. If both 

yourself and your 

parents were born in 

Oregon you were four 

steps ahead, if you were 

born in Oregon you 

were two steps ahead, 

and if neither you nor 

your parents were born 

in Oregon you were in 

the back. When Nicholas said “red light” we would walk forward and when he 

said “green light” he’d turn around and send us to the back if we moved. But, 

if the people in the front moved, they only got a warning. 

The third and final activity was that both groups were given a word 

and had to do three freeze scenes pertaining to that word. My group got the 

word “Justice” and we began discussing parts. For our first freeze slide, 

Isaiah pretended to be punching Skyler while Curtis pretended to be calling 

me, the police. And in the third scene I had Isaiah in cuffs on the ground.  

The activities reminded us of: 1) what a hero is; 2) being fair to others; 

and 3) human rights. 
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St. Helens Library Book Sale 
by Michael Berlingen  

10-20 The men of 

crew 1 volunteered our 

muscles and wit to the St. 

Helens Library helping 

them set up their book 

sale, moving heavy boxes 

of all sorts of books all 

throughout the library. 

Jason, Nick and I returned 

Saturday to assist everyone in cleaning up the same book sale… And our 

work didn’t go unnoticed, each of us left with a generous $20 tip and all the 

free books we wanted! 

It sure felt like a long 2 hours but it was great feeling to be helping the library. 

Nick Richardson 

Horticulture Field Trip  by Alana 
Callahan 
10-21   We went to Leach 

Botanical Garden to learn about 

pruning and to identify plant 

species.The Leach Botanical 

Garden was a very beautiful 

place, There were many 

different types of trees and 

plants. We went to 6 different 

regions such as, Cultivar, 

Riparian, Wet forest, Native forest, Winter interest-- and we studied Pruning. 

November CRYC Newsletter page 3 



Beach Invaders   by the ‘Newbies’  10-20 

by Skyler Hutchison My second day at CRYC me and the 

rest of the crew went to Seaside to take down  scotch 

brooms because they are not good plants to keep around -- 

so if you see them take them down. We had to cut all of 

them down so they won't grow back. It was fun and that's why I like CRYC 

because  you can go out and do work instead of sitting on your butt all day.  

                                   by Alana Callahan On my first day I went to Seaside to get 

rid of an invasive species called Scotch Broom. We were working on a trail 

called the Lewis and Clark Fort to Sea Trail. We were working with the 

National Park Service to help clean up the trail through a national park.  

 

Cape Lookout Camp and Tillamook Forest Native Nursery by Michael Berlingen 

10/24 - 10/26  Crew 1 camped at 

Cape lookout right on the ocean. 

We were working for a huge BLM 

native plant nursery in Tillamook, 

Oregon. Organizing the nursery was 

our main mission, moving pallets, 

wrapping tubes and giving plants 

(salal, huckleberry, and liverwort) a 

new home. Followed by our daily 

walks along the ocean after a hard 

day of working.  

Photo by Michael Berlingen on 

October 24 
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Edible Cell Re-creation Project by Kaitlyn Sweeney 

 11-01 We learned about plant/bacteria cell structure. After reading out 

of the biology book and studying some cell cultures with a microscope we 

colored a color-coded picture of a cell; after 

coloring we then made a model plant cell with 

organelles out of a Twinkie and different kinds 

of candy,  such as Twizzlers, Raisinets, Good ‘n 

Plenty’s, etc. Pictured to the right is Isaiah 

Sweet (cowboy) and his edible project. 

 

Theater in Portland 

by Curtis Bundy 

 11-02    We went 

to a play and the 

actor was playing 

a role of a man 

named  Gordon 

Hirabayashi 

(Japanese 

American during WW2). I was sitting there surprised. The play was amazing. 

By Michael Berlingen   “Hold These Truths” by Jeanne Sakata is a heart touching 

story of Gordon Hirabayashi and his life story. In this one man play, Ryun Yu 

takes this story and brings it to life. Using his outfits and accents as props he 

brings out an entire new skillset that I have never seen before. The perfect 

story involving first love, tragedy and heartbreak . . . all to be cured by the 

end of the story’s outstanding sense of triumph and relief. 
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PGE’s Timothy Lake Project by Crew One 

 11-07 to 11-9 After a long car ride we made it to 

Timothy Lake at PGE’s employee Cabin. As soon as we 

were settled we headed out to work rebuilding the bank of 

the lake which 

had been 

eroded by water(Michael B).  While 

we were at Timothy Lake we got 

rid of some invasive plant species 

and we reinforced the shoreline for 

when the water is raised back to 

its normal level (Ally E).  

We used some big rocks to cover ground 

faster and get that section done so we 

could move to 

the next. We 

used dibble 

sticks to put willows in between each rock, that 

way people won’t walk over it (Nick R).  

When we finished all of our work we went to see 

if we could collect seeds at some other nearby 

attractions, we went to High Rock and Little 

Crater Lake (Ally E).  

These are the kinds of projects that this program is all about -- can’t get 

better than this! (Kevin S) 
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We Have 

Openings! by 

Isaiah Sweet 

This year we 

have a 

smaller group 

and we are 

still hoping to 

recruit 

people. My 

crew, crew 

two, currently 

is made up of 

three girls 

and three 

boys. Crew 

one is currently made of 5 guys and one girl. We have room for 3 to 4 more 

kids interested in trying an alternative to traditional high school. Apply today 

through the counseling department! 

 

 

Our Sponsors and Partners this issue: 

Bureau of Land Management Native Plant Division 

Portland General Electric 

North Coast Land Conservancy 

National  Park Service 

Columbia Soil and Water Conservation District 

CRYC Phone: 503-366-3212 
               Fax: 503-366-3560 
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