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On March 28, 2022, the St. Helens School District broke ground at
St. Helens High School, and since then, the demo has been
completed, and construction is in full swing.

It hasn’t been until recently that the students, staff, and
community can start to see the hard work that has been
completed behind the scenes. As you drive by the high school, you
can see walls going up, and the excitement is in the air watching
the building take shape. 

Classrooms at the high school will be updated with the most
current technology and completely renovated so spaces will be
more welcoming. Science rooms will be designed future-ready
and provide students with the most current equipment. A Medical
CTE program will be added where students will move through and
earn college credit and a CNA Nurses license.

What is exciting is that this building will benefit not only the
students and staff but the entire community. The new commons
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area has been shifted next to the gyms and auditorium, making this a fantastic venue for
community events and performances. Since the community utilizes all three venues regularly, the
move will allow for greater flexibility while not interfering with academic classrooms. One new
addition is a courtyard off the commons. The addition will allow students a safe place to eat
outside and also serve as an amphitheater for performances.

As with any construction project, there are hurdles and barriers that you have to overcome along
the way. However, we could not have foreseen the issues caused by the worldwide COVID-19
pandemic. This created delays, inflation costs, worker shortages, and supply chain issues that have
affected our budget and our timeline. Knowing there could be delays in the supply chain with many
of our materials, we order early whenever we can, yet often find it makes little to no difference. A
good example of this is when we ordered our main electrical switch box early, and the best we
could do was a 34 weeks delivery time. After ordering, the time jumped to 59 weeks or over a year
delay for delivery. Searching for other suppliers yielded similar timelines with increased costs, which
is very frustrating when you are on a schedule. Many additional items we’ve ordered early are still
significantly delayed, making it difficult to keep on schedule. 

https://youtu.be/veRvY5_Mk6U
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As with almost everyone else, inflation has impacted our budget, making things we could initially
purchase out of reach. Many businesses have also been affected by worker shortages and supply
chain issues. As families and community members, we also have been affected by the loss of jobs,
gas prices, rent increases, and the price of food skyrocketing. 

When our community passed the bond, what we could purchase then has now significantly
changed. We've made some adjustments and modifications to the overall design, yet we still
believe we will have a modern school for our community to be proud of when it is complete. With
that said, we've made cuts to updating the HVAC systems, CTE improvements, and other areas that
we believe need addressing but are not essential to running a school, such as repaving the parking
lots and updates in the auditorium. In addition to scope reductions, we've worked very hard to
select the most economical materials that still retain the quality without losing too much visual
appeal. Our challenge is that we know these areas need improvements, even if they are not
essential to running a school.  

While it seems that we may be coming out of the COVID-19 pandemic, the effects and changes to
our lives are still ongoing. As a district, we have pushed to keep the project moving and within our
budget; however, it has been a struggle. We are now investigating ways to fund the other aspects
of our project now to avoid increased costs that will come with delaying their repairs.  

As a district, we are working to meet as much of what our community dreamed of when they
supported the bond without additional revenue.

 

Scot Stockwell
Superintendent

SHHS BOND CONSTRUCTION UPDATE & INTERIOR FLYTHROUGH VIDEO 12.2.2022   

    

https://youtu.be/_G4lUf6j-UE
https://youtu.be/_G4lUf6j-UE


SHSD 
UPDATES 

 

Methods of Communication
Demographic Information
School Culture and Belonging
Academics
Social and Emotional Health
College and Career

The St. Helens School District has created a parent/guardian survey as an opportunity for families
to help our school district by sharing opinions about important aspects of the school district. Your
answers are the first step to finding the priorities within the community. We'll use this information to
guide further conversations with the community.
 
You will be asked to answer questions related to your involvement with the district.
 
The five sections of the survey are:

 
The survey is anonymous, and nothing in the survey will be used to identify you.
 
You may change your answer to a previous question, but you'll need to finish the survey in one
sitting. You may take the survey more than one time if you have students attending multiple
schools, or you can answer the questions based on your overall experience with your children's
schools and give more specific information about each school in the comment section at the end.
The survey should take approximately 7 minutes to complete.
 
Your opinions are important, and the district is interested in hearing them.
 

St. Helens School District Parent/Guardian Survey

Encuesta para padres/tutores del distrito escolar de St. Helens
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https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/BQQ6W2J
https://es.surveymonkey.com/r/PQVNBBN


The Pacific Northwest, in particular Columbia County, has a great variety of terrain and elevations. It
is important for families to know that the ultimate decision lies with them if they believe it is safe or
not for their student to travel from home to school. If families do not believe it is safe, regardless of
school district announcements, they should do what is best for their families.

With that being said, the district actively monitors the weather and the forecast. If there are any
weather-related impacts on school operations, staff and families will receive communication from
the district.

Decisions to close or delay school due to weather are generally made by 6:00 a.m. or, when
possible, the night before. When schools are closed due to weather or other emergencies,
parents/guardians have several options where information can be obtained:

ParentSquare: SHSD will contact families and staff through Parentsquare (email, text, and app
notification) in the case of an emergency closure. Depending on the timing and nature of the
closure or emergency, SHSD may also contact families by phone through Parentsquare. If you still
need to do so, please take the opportunity to download the ParentSquare app and please be
attentive to your email, text, and phone during weather events. The district website will also be
updated with current information.

Register for FlashAlert: which provides school closure information via text, email, or an app:
http://www.flashalert.net. This is a secondary system that is optional for parents and guardians but
is a good option for extended family members who don't receive communications directly from the
school district. 

Visit SHSD’s website: Closure information will be listed on the district homepage.  

Follow St. Helens School District: Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/shsd502)

Watch: TV Channels KATU 2, KOIN 6, KGW 8, and KPTV 12.

Learn more on the district website: Building Closures and Snow Routes
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 Preparing for Winter Weather

INCLEMENT WEATHER DECISION 2022-2023

SCHOOL BUS SNOW ROUTES 2022-2023

http://www.flashalert.net/
https://www.sthelens.k12.or.us/Page/1
https://www.sthelens.k12.or.us/Page/1
https://www.facebook.com/shsd502
https://www.sthelens.k12.or.us/Page/349
https://www.sthelens.k12.or.us/Page/349
https://www.sthelens.k12.or.us/Page/349


Cover mouth and nose when sneezing and coughing
Wash hands properly with warm soap and water frequently
Disinfect surfaces and shared items once a day
Keep children home if sick

1.
2.
3.
4.
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As we head into the fall season, this is a quick reminder to be mindful of the
beginning of the cold and flu season, as well as COVID. It is important that we
work together to keep our children healthy and in school. Viruses, colds, and
now, COVID, spread easily among children in schools, and families with
school-age children have more infections than others. By keeping our
children symptom free, we benefit the community as a whole.  

Thank you for your continued support and for helping us mitigate the spread
of illnesses in our schools. 
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Ways to keep germs away:


