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Course Syllabus 2019-2020 

 Course Information: 
Course Title: Research Writing/WR 222 
Subject Area: EL - Elective 
Grade Level(s): 12 Credits: 0.5 
 

 Instructor Information: 
Name: Chelsa Anderson 
Contact: chelsaa@sthelens.k12.or.us 
                503-397-1900 Ext. 7482  
 

 Course Description 
Writing 222 is a sophisticated course for high school students 
and lower-division college students made possible through a 
partnership with Portland State University; it is designed to 
help students develop their researching and writing skills 
through the process of writing a sustained research paper. 
What do researchers do once the research is ready to 
present? That’s the question we are answering through our 
course. Students will participate in a variety of projects 
synthesizing research by presenting their learning in myriad 
ways—like real researchers. 
 
We will follow the research process outlined in Bruce 
Ballanger’s text The Curious Researcher to gain information 
on how to formulate research questions and how to compile 
our research. Students will follow MLA format guidelines 
throughout the research process and for the final research 
paper. In addition, students will work on: using persuasive 
rhetorical devices, creating and using appropriate visuals, 
demonstrating proper elocution and gestures, and developing 
overall presentation skills during their final unit. 
 

Prerequisites 
3.0 GPA 
 

Academic Vocabulary Development 
• Research, social justice, explore, essay, synthesize, 

persuade, argue, evaluate, bias, 
 

Supplemental Resources 
Bruce Ballanger's The Curious Researcher 
Also, as determined by teacher including, but not limited to: 
poems, song lyrics, short stories, nonfiction, plays, student 
samples 
 

Safety Issues and Requirements 
None 
 

District Adopted Materials 
None 

 Differentiation/Accessibility Strategies and Support 
Resources 
Visual aids, digital writing, choice of assessment, group 
collaboration 
 

Career-Related Learning Experiences 
Guest Speakers, Portland State University campus visit 
 

ODE Essential Skills & Work Samples 
N/A 
 

Behavioral Expectations 
Students are expected to adhere to the school behavior 
expectations and code of conduct described in the SHSD 
Student and Family Handbook. 
 
In addition: 

• Plagiarism, intellectual theft, will cause you to fail 
the assignment in which it appears.  We use MLA 
documentation in part to avoid plagiarism.  If you 
borrow a word, a phrase, ideas, or structure, you 
need to credit the source in your paper using 
parenthetical documentation which is linked to a 
works cited page at the end of the paper. 

• You are responsible for keeping up with the class. 
That means that you will be responsible for 
checking your course calendar diligently for 
assignment due dates and signing in to Google 
Classroom on a regular basis. If for some reason 
you must be absent, you need to check your 
assignments, ask me, or ask a classmate about 
what happened during your absence. 

 



 

 Proficiency Standards 
The following Learning Outcomes/Standards are those identified by Portland State University for all Writing 121 classes and are 
applicable to the skills needed in Writing 222.  As such, these outcomes are central to the philosophy, process, and assignments 
created for this course. 
Processes 

• P.1 - Employ writing processes, including drafting, revising, editing, and proofreading, considering clarity, purpose, audience, 
and style 

• P.2 - Understand that multiple drafts enhance the final written product. 

• P.3 - Work with other students to provide feedback, critiquing the work of others and revising based on suggestions of 
others 

• P.4 - Use composing processes and tools as a means to discover and reconsider ideas 
 

Rhetorical Knowledge 

• RK.1 - Learn and use key rhetorical frameworks through analyzing and composing a variety of texts       

• RK.2 - Read and compose in several genres 

• RK.3 - Understand how genre conventions shape and are shaped by readers’ and writers’ practices and purposes 

• RK.4 - Utilize a variety of rhetorical strategies for expository writing  
 

Critical Practices for Reading and Composing 

• CP.1 - Compose and read for inquiry, learning, critical thinking, and communicating in various rhetorical contexts 

• CP.2 - Determine and select effective evidence for writing texts given the genre, audience and purpose 

• CP.3 - Evaluate sources and materials based on credibility, suitability, timeliness, perspective and effectiveness 

• CP.4 - Use strategies--such as interpretation, synthesis, response, critique, and design/redesign--to compose texts that 
integrate the writer's ideas with those from appropriate sources 

 
Knowledge of Conventions 

• C.1 - Develop knowledge of linguistic structures, including grammar, punctuation, and spelling, through practice in 
composing and revising 

• C.2 - Understand why genre conventions for structure, paragraphing, tone, and mechanics vary 

• C.3 - Employ common formats and/or design features for different kinds of texts                 

• C.4 - Adapt composing processes for a variety of technologies and modalities 

• C.5 - Explore the concepts of intellectual property (such as fair use and copyright) that motivate documentation conventions 

• C.6 - Apply citation conventions systematically in their own work to uphold the principles of academic integrity 
 

 Schedule of Topics/Units Covered 
• Social Justice 

• Personal Lens 

• Race & Ethnicity Lens 

• Class & Economics Lens 

• Political Lens 

• Oral Presentation 

 



 Assessment/Evaluation/Grading Policy 
The entire course is comprised of 100 possible points; each point is one percent of a student’s overall grade. 
The course grade is based on the standard university scale:  A= 90-100%, B=80-89%, C=70-79%, D=60-69%. 
 
The grade you earn from me is the same for both your high school grade and for your college grade. Each essay assignment will be 
given to you in writing and digitally on Google Classroom with an assignment description and guidelines for producing quality work.  
 
We will read numerous student models and professional mentor texts. All resources for the class will also be posted on Google 
Classroom. 

 

 


