
 

 
 

St. Helens High School 
Home of the Lions 

 

Course Syllabus 2019-2020 

 Course Information: 
Course Title: Spanish 1 
Subject Area: WL - World Language 
Grade Level(s): 9, 10, 11 Credits: 1 
 

 Instructor Information: 
Name: Allison Beck 
Contact: allisonb@sthelens.k12.or.us 
                503-397-1900 Ext. 7469  
 

 Course Description 
This is an introductory course aimed at developing skills in 
speaking, understanding, reading, and writing Spanish. 
Students will build a basic vocabulary for self-expression and 
will begin the study of Spanish and Latin American customs. 
 

Prerequisites 
Students in Spanish 1 require nothing more than a 
commitment to growing as a language learner and having an 
open mind towards the three P's of culture: perspectives, 
practices, and products of world cultures. 
 

Academic Vocabulary Development 
● N/A 

 

Supplemental Resources 
Students will not be required to use a specific textbook. 
Material will be drawn from ¡En Español! Level 1 (McDougal 
Littell)but the class will also use videos, songs, online material, 
and other texts to create a holistic and current learning 
environment 
 

Safety Issues and Requirements 
N/A 
 

District Adopted Materials 
¡En español! Level 1, McDougal Littell 
 

 Differentiation/Accessibility Strategies and Support 
Resources 
The class will be conducted using a variety of activities 
meant to support every type of student in their language 
learning success story. The use of many small group 
activities allows for peer collaboration and a comfortable, 
low-stress environment. In addition, class notes will be 
made available to all students after class on Google 
Classroom (students will receive a code to enroll in the 
class), a weekly and monthly calendar will be regularly 
updated, and the instructor will have availability for 
students who need extra support. All 504, IEP, and Special 
Education instructions will be enforced and followed. 
 

Career-Related Learning Experiences 
Guest Speakers, Project-based Learning 
 

ODE Essential Skills & Work Samples 
N/A 
 

Behavioral Expectations 
Students are expected to adhere to the school behavior 
expectations and code of conduct described in the SHSD 
Student and Family Handbook. 
 
In addition: 
In the Classroom 

● Target Language 
● When you are in this classroom, you should 

expect to be treated with respect, treat others 
with respect, have fun learning Spanish, and to 
sometimes feel lost- that is okay. ACTFL 
(American Council on the Teaching of Foreign 
Languages) recommends that at least 90% of 
instruction is in the target language (TL) rather 
than the L1 (English, in this case). That means that 
even instructions, classroom rules, side 
conversations, and jokes might be spoken by the 
teacher (and eventually the students) in Spanish. I 
promise to support you in any way I can while 



speaking Spanish,whether that includes using 
visuals or acting something out. Please know that 
English is permitted in passing time before and 
after class, outside of class, in an emergency, or 
when you really need to speak to me and need to 
use your native language.  

Classroom Organization 
● Calendars: Next to my desk, there is a monthly 

and weekly calendar. The monthly calendar will 
give you a glimpse into what the whole month of 
instruction looks like and when to expect tests, 
role plays, etc. The weekly calendar will tell you 
what is happening in that specific week in class. I 
reserve the right to alter the calendars whenever 
it's necessary so don’t come at me, bro.  

Turning in and giving back assignments 
● Under the calendars there are two metal baskets, 

one for turning in assignments to me and one 
where I will put assignments to be handed back. If 
you were not in class when I returned something 
to students, check in the second basket before 
asking me where it is. Assignments with no names 
will also be in this pile.  

● Announcements: You will receive a code to enroll 
in your period’s class in Google Classroom. Once 
enrolled, please check Google Classroom for an 
announcement summarizing the day’s activities 
and tasks. I will also periodically post extra 
practice for anyone interested. Warning: I 
sometimes ask a question at the end of the 
announcements requiring you to email me a 
response. This is to check that you are actually 
reading the announcements.  

● Missing class: Everyone needs to miss class once 
in a while. In this event, please check your 
period’s Google Classroom for the daily 
announcement to see what you are missing. Once 
you have returned to school, please check the 
metal shelf where all worksheets will be placed at 
the end of the class to begin your make-up work. 
If you are missing work that is over a week old, 
please check the file cabinet under the metal 
shelf. Make sure to double check that you are 
only taking your class’ work, not a different level 
of Spanish. You will be expected to complete your 
missed assignments within one week of returning 
to school. Please do not come to me and say, 
“What did I miss?” unless you have already 
checked Google Classroom and the metal 
shelf/file cabinet and still have a question.  

● Late work: Time management is an important skill 
to master before you enter the workforce. 
Therefore, most assignments will be given a hard 
deadline to be turned in. If you cannot comply 
with that deadline, it is your responsibility to 
communicate with me BEFORE the assignment is 
due that you will need extra time to complete it. 



This privilege will be revoked if it is being abused 
and you will receive a “zero” for late work no 
matter what. This policy does not apply to anyone 
with a 504, IEP, or is receiving special education 
services that includes an accommodation 
regarding late work.  

● Eeyores: At the beginning of the year, you will 
receive a blank piece of paper with space for 
Eeyore stamps. You can win a stamp by 
volunteering in class, getting a good grade, 
supporting your peers, working through your 
frustration, etc. Once you receive ten stamps, you 
can redeem them for a small reward such as 
throwing out a low grade or missing assignment 
(this does not apply to unit tests, group role-plays, 
or other bigger assignments). You must redeem 
your Eeyores before the end of the semester.  

● Forgotten items: If you forget anything; a 
sweatshirt, water bottle, or Chromebook, you will 
find it at the “objetos perdidos” table by the door, 
either on top or in one of the drawers.  

● Classroom Culture 
● A foreign language classroom requires that all 

participants feel welcome and ready to learn, 
make mistakes, and learn about new cultural 
practices, perspectives, and products. Therefore, 
slurs and derogatory terms towards other 
students or Spanish-speaking cultures will 
absolutely not be tolerated. 

 

 Proficiency Standards 
● Students will be evaluated on how well they can demonstrate proficiency of the five common core learning standards for 

foreign language as set by the Oregon Department of Education: 
● Listening  
● SL.PS2.IL.01 Demonstrate understanding of main ideas from short, simple conversations, narratives 
● and presentations on a limited range of familiar topics in everyday situations. 
● Recognize differences between formal and informal language 
● Listen to and demonstrate an understanding of some common cognates, borrowed and high-frequency 
● words and expressions from familiar material 
● Listen to and demonstrate a general understanding of short, predictable speech 
● Demonstrate ability to extract discrete information from simple communications 
● Use contextual and visual cues 
● Reading  
● SL.PS2.IR.01 Obtain information from simple text, often using contextual cues. 
● Read and demonstrate an understanding of some common cognates, borrowed and high-frequency 
● words and expressions from familiar material 
● Demonstrate understanding of short, predictable text 
● Demonstrate ability to extract discrete information from simple texts (e.g. posters, timetables, ads) 
● Use contextual and visual cues 
● Speaking  
● SL.PS2.IS.01 Use memorized phrases, sentences and questions to express ideas or obtain information 
● on a limited range of topics in everyday situations. 
● Provide basic personal information 
● Give simple descriptions 
● Express likes and dislikes 
● Provide information about everyday activities 



● Answer predictable questions with memorized/rehearsed responses 
● Writing 
● SL.PS2.PW.01 Write from memory some high-frequency words, phrases and simple sentences and 
● questions. 
● Present basic material in an organized manner 
● Use vocabulary sufficient to get meaning across 
● Use visuals to enhance communication and maintain audience attention 
● Speaking 
● SL.PS2.PS.01 Speak to an audience using memorized phrases and simple sentences. 
● Present basic material in an organized manner 
● Use vocabulary sufficient to get meaning across 
● Use some gestures or visuals to enhance communication 
● Attempt to maintain audience attention 
● Recite poems, rhymes, role-plays etc. 

 Schedule of Topics/Units Covered 
A variety of topics will be covered and will vary depending on the class period and classroom community but one can generally 
expect the following units to be discussed in a beginner language class:  
 
Unit 1  

● Make introductions, describe others 
● Say where someone is from 
● Interrogatives 
● Discuss family & age 
● Spell 
● Discuss likes and dislikes 
● Count to 100 
● Days of the week 
● Give dates 
● Colors 
● Express possession 

Unit 2 
● Describe classes and classroom 
● objects 
● Say how, what, and how often you do something 
● Discuss obligations 
● Discuss schedules and plans 
● Time; sequence 
● Where you are going; people places you know 
● Request food 

Unit 3 
● Invitations 
● Phone 
● Feelings 
● Where are you coming from 
● What is happening 
● Sports 
● Preferences 
● Comparisons 
● Weather 
● Clothing 
● Opinion 

Unit 4 
● Asking for and giving directions 
● Identifying places 
● Choosing means of transportation 
● Talking about shopping 



● Making purchases 
● Ordering food 
● Discussing gift ideas 
● Saying where you went 
● Giving commands 

 

 Assessment/Evaluation/Grading Policy 
Grading Policy 
Assessments based on reading, writing, speaking, and listening in Spanish will be worth 80% of your grade with homework and in-
class assignments representing 20% of your grade. You will be given many opportunities to earn the grade you desire as long as you 
stay engaged in class and commit to using Spanish and immersing yourself in Spanish-speaking cultures.  
Grade Scale 
A = 100 – 90 
B = 89 – 80 
C = 79 – 70 
D = 69 – 65 
F = below 65 percent 
  
It is very obvious when a student uses an online translator such as Google Translate in their work. I would rather your grammar be 
full of errors but done by yourself than you use Google Translate. Any student found to be plagiarizing/cheating/being dishonest for 
an assignment/test/quiz… will be issued a detention and will receive a failing grade for the assignment; the student may receive 
additional detentions.  Repeated offense may result in student receiving a failing grade for the course. 
  
Know that I am here to support you in your language learning and also in your growth as a student. Feel free to email me with any 
questions or concerns. I’m excited to get to know you this year and I know you have a lot to teach me.  
 

 

 


