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St. Helens High graduates 216 students

Lewis and Clark ecology 
studies culminate in 
canoe trip 
Lewis
&

Clark

St. Helens High School Class of 2011

 

 This spring all nine fourth-grade classrooms 
participated in an exciting educational experi-
ence.  The Lower Columbia River Estuary (LCRE) 
Partnership taught fi ve lessons at Lewis and Clark 

before hosting a canoe trip to Sand Island.  A number of 
students had never been on the river or in a boat before.  
 Lessons were designed to address standards in the 
fourth-grade curriculum.  Students learned the differ-
ence between native species and non-native invasive 
species. They worked with portable water tables to un-
derstand what a watershed is and some  factors which affect its health.  Students also learned about 
food chains and the importance of photosynthesis on these chains.  In preparing for the canoe experi-
ence students learned boat safety procedures and how to paddle as a team.
 These lessons led up to a trip from the St. Helens docks to Sand Island to help eradicate blackber-
ries spreading into picnic and wildlife areas.  Nearly every classroom sighted osprey and deer on the 
trip.  Some students got close up views of seals and  sea lions. They listened to the peaceful sounds of 
songbirds and found animal prints in a short hike across the island to see the main river channel.  Each 
sighting brought excitement and another chance for students to understand the complexity of the 
habitats around them.

 Teachers and students were impressed with the lessons, 
instruction and organization of the LCRE 
Partnership instructors.  It was gratifying to 
hear from them that students were atten-
tive, cooperative and enthusiastic learn-
ers.  They also mentioned how much they 
appreciated teacher and administrative 
help in making their visits run smoothly.  They 
hope to be able to repeat these experi-
ences for next year’s fourth graders.
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Lewis & Clark 4th graders getting safety        
instructions as they prepare to launch

Lewis & Clark 4th graders Canoe to Sand Island 
to remove invasive plant species as part of an      

environmental impact lesson

 On June10, 2011, the St. Helens 
High School senior class participated in 
the school’s 99th-annual commence-
ment exercises. The ceremony began 
with senior class president Alyona Evans 

welcoming families, 
friends, and staff 
members. 
 Valedictorians Kacy 
Helwig, Brian Cox, and 
Eric Redding each 
spoke to the graduat-
ing class. Principal Andy 
Croley announced 
that the class had 
earned $1.1 million in 

scholarships and other awards. Staff members 
Pat Brame, Syb Owens, and Aaron Fugere were 
honored by the graduates.  
 Senior Jared Larson was the recipient of 
the Rutherford Cup, an honor bestowed on the 

graduating senior 
who exhibits 
outstand- ing 

charac-
ter, aca-
demic 

perfor-
mance, 
service, and 
other traits.  
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celebrate achievements
SHHS Graduation                    
Class of 2011

        Eye opening trip to PSU

SHHS Awards Ceremony

Patricia Adams, Superintendent

St. Helens School District

Soon I will begin my retirement 
that extend many years beyond 
the summer months.  And while 
I look forward to spending time with family, I will miss the 
friendship of students and staff members.  I have become a 
stronger educator and a better person for having worked in 
the St. Helens School District.  

As I conclude my six years as superintendent, I know that 
our schools will be in great hands under the leadership 
of Mark Davalos. Davalos currently serves as the deputy 
superintendent for Portland Public School District. He 
has 35 years of experience in education and has been 
instrumental in designing and implementing programs 
for school improvement, English language learners and 
disadvantaged youth. During that time, he has also provided 
a range of support, training, mentoring and planning for 
teachers, principals, and students. He has outstanding 
qualities required of a school superintendent, and his ability 
to develop community and build relationships will make a 
positive difference.

Davalos received his B.A. in Social Science and a M.Ed. in 
Educational Management from the University of La Verne.  
He and his wife, Barbara, reside in Scappoose.

Congratulations and welcome to St. Helens School District! 

 On April 27th our Middle School & High School 
students visited Portland State University for a campus 
tour hosted by the PSU Student Ambassadors and 
a University Studies class.  St. Helens students met & 

interviewed fi rst generation college students, toured the campus, visited 
a freshman seminar class, and had lunch on campus hosted by a class 
of freshman PSU students.   Student Ambassadors and college students 
all provided practical information about getting to college and the 
resources available 
to students at the 
university.
When stu- dents arrived 
on campus they were 
greeted by the Student 
Ambas- sadors.  They 
participated in a question 
and answer session with 
two fi rst generation 
college students 
who offered valuable 
information for our students.  Many of the St. Helens students in atten-
dance will be the fi rst generation in their families to attend college.  The 
insight provided by the Student Ambassadors regarding admissions, 
fi nancial aid, and student life was insightful and particularly valuable to 
our students.
The day continued with a tour of the campus and a visit to a freshman 
University Studies class.  When visiting the class St. Helens students were 
grouped by grade level and partnered with PSU students.  The class was 
held in a student café which allowed a relaxed atmosphere for conver-
sation.  Our students shared their goals and concerns.  They also asked 
many questions.  The students from PSU answered the questions and 
provided additional advice and information.  
The day was incredibly valuable to our students.  It provided them with 
the opportunity to talk with college students who have similar back-
grounds.  They helped students see that college is a viable option and 
that there are resources to help them get there.  They also learned 
about the opportunities they will have as leaders 
on a college campus.  This was an eye-opening 
experience for many of our students.

Alyona Evans and Jared 
Larson celebrating their 

achievements 

SHMS and SHHS students visit PSU campus

 St. Helens High School recently 
held its annual Academic Awards 
Assembly.  The student body, staff, 
and parents gathered to celebrate 

the achievements of many students.  Below are 
some of the award winners:

Good Citizen Awards
9th grade Shane Cook, 
Johnathan Tainter, Melanie 
Naillon             
10th grade Josiah Thurston, 
Megan Waite
11th grade Rachel Edwards, 
Will Lawrence 
12th grade Theresa Quennoz, 
Jared Larson

Annual Academic Winners
Science:  Jennifer VanDerWerf
PE/Health: Jacob Swales
2nd Language: Theresa Quennoz
Visual Arts: Amy Masoni
Social Studies: Eli O’Driscoll-Jones
Math:  Jonathan Wacker
Language Arts: Elisa Frost
Performing Arts:  Kacy Helwig
Professional/Technical:  Dustin Gamon
Family &Consumer Science : Emily Lynch
Business:  Zachary Underwood

S S G
1page 2page



L&C Trip to 
Cannon Beach

6th grade Oregon 
Writing Festival

Students explore tide pools, marine life 
at Cannon Beach

Student Erin Berlingen uses the 
telescope to identify several na-

tive bird species on Haystack Rock

Middle school 
students raise funds 
for Doernbecher

 An education is one of the best gifts a child can receive. For 
students to get the most out of school, they need to be healthy.  
Sacagawea Health Center staff work tirelessly throughout the year 
to provide comprehensive care for students in the St. Helens School 
District. Based at Lewis and Clark Elementary School, the Sacagawea 
staff makes sure that students have access to health services even 

during the summer months and holidays when the center is closed. 
 The center ensures that families can provide affordable health cover-
age for their children and works with the Healthy Kids program. Healthy Kids 
is Oregon’s newly expanded no-cost and low-cost health coverage program 
for uninsured kids and teens up to 19 years of age. Healthy Kids offers medi-
cal, dental, vision, prescription and mental health insurance 
coverage.  No family makes too much money to 
be eligible for Healthy Kids.
Families in the district can apply for Healthy 
Kids at the Sacagawea Health Cen- ter.  The 
school-based center provides students easy ac-
cess to services for their health care needs 
regardless of ability to pay.  
 For more information about the 
services provided at the center and 
the Healthy Kids program, parents 
may contact Ederlinda Ortiz-Clawson 
at (503) 366-7696. Information can 
also be found at <http://www.Oregon-
HealthyKids.gov>.  

 As in years past, this year’s third graders at Lewis and Clark 
Elementary ventured to the Oregon Coast this spring to study 
tide pools. Students learned about marine life and ecosystems at 
Haystack Rock near Cannon Beach. 

 This program, presented through the Haystack Rock Awareness Program 
(HRAP), gives students the opportunity for hands-on exploration of marine 

life in the intertidal zone, the zone between the 
high and low tides. HRAP is a stewardship and 
environmental educational program whose 
mission is to protect, through education, the 
intertidal and bird ecology at Oregon Islands 
National Wildlife Refuge at Haystack Rock. 
Prior to the trip, students learned about the 
various marine animals, plants and birds native 
to Oregon’s coastal areas. These lessons ad-
dressed several science standards including 
how living and non-living things interact with 
energy, forces and motion.  They also used the 

scientifi c inquiry process to investigate the natural world around them. 
Students eagerly anticipated their arrival at the beach on the day of the 
fi eld trip. After walking to the intertidal zone 
at Haystack Rock students were divided into 
three groups to explore stations for the inter-
tidal zone, bird viewing, and aquaria. Students 
also learned about the preservation of this 
delicate ecosystem. 

 
 The Leadership and Community 
Service Team just concluded 2 weeks 
of activities at Saint Helens Middle 
School for Doernbecher Children’s 
Hospital.  The Leadership Team is 
composed of ten 8th graders who 
have volunteered their time to meet 
every Tuesday and Thursday morning 
at 7:30 a.m. to plan and orchestrate 
all of the events.  Some of the events 
included carnival games at lunch, 
dress up days, selling door decorations 
and Fear Factor.  The biggest event 
was the Tropical Dance they put on for 
the school.  They planned, decorated, 
sold tickets, cleaned-up and sold 
snow-cones during the dance.  It was 
a completely student-driven event.  All 
together they were able to raise over 
1,100 dollars for Doernbecher.
 “This was one of the best groups 
of students I have had the privilege of 
working with in my teaching career.  
Their selfl ess service to their fellow stu-
dents and community is truly inspiring,” 
said Mr. Robitz their group leader.  The 
students also traveled to Doernbecher 
Hospital on May 6 to take part in 
Doernbecher’s Candlelight Ceremony.  
It allowed the students to witness fi rst-
hand their money at work and to be 
honored for their efforts.  After such a 
successful campaign these students 
have their sights set on even bigger 
and more challenging projects next 
year.  We wish them luck and know 
they will accomplish whatever they set 
their minds to.

Leadership and Community Service Team
Sarah Thurston, Mikael Snook, Jake Sperley, Brandi Leibi, 
Tameia Ward, Makenna Ridenour, Amber McKInnis. Sunny 

Hoy, Morgan Vocana, (not pictured) Shawn Vielmeitti

Mrs. Park‛s and Mr. Bailey‛s 
students get an up close look 
at tide pool organisms at the 

aquaria tables

Lewis
&

Clark

Sacagawea Health 
Center connects 
students to affordable health coverage
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Portland State festival

McBride hosts open 
house, prepares for fall kindergarten

Incoming kindergarteners ex-
perience cooperation and team 
work in parachute activity at 
the Open House on May 26

On Saturday, May 7, seven stu-
dents from Columbia City Elemen-
tary School attended the 27th 
annual Oregon Writing Festival at 
Portland State University. Conner 

Nett, Amanda Click, Taylor Wietzel, Marinda 
Greenleaf, Naomi Williams, Courtney Brown, 
Cathryn Cox, Donovan Jacob, Cambria 
Cross and Selena Elder attended workshops, 
learned new writing strategies, shared their 
writing with other students and listened to 
advice and encouragement from author 
Anne Osterlund.
 “It was a good learning experience,” 
Marinda Greenleaf said. “It was nice to get 
feedback on our writing.”
 Amanda Click said, “It was really fun, 
and I hope I get the honor to come back 
next year.”  
        Article Written by 6th grader Amanda Click  

Students Taylor West, Axelle 
Duaves, Brittany McCullough, 
and Adara Guffey work together 
to collect books for Hurricane 
Katrina-affected school libraries. 
Hundreds have been collected! 

McBride administrators fl ip hamburg-
ers and hot dogs as hundreds of 
parents and students celebrate at the 
end-of-the-year McBride Barbeque

SHHS 11th grader Will Lawrence 
takes 2nd place in the 400 meter 
at the OSAA 5A State Track Meet

Refl ections, the SHMS annual literary journal, 
was unveiled.  Pictured above are this year‛s edi-
tors and instructor Anna Reiniger, Mikael Snook, 
Silken Taylor and Charles Sanderson. This journal 
highlights student writing and artwork. 

 The buzz of excitement and the joy of smiling faces 
fi lled the halls of McBride Elementary School as moms, dads, 
grandparents and incoming students attended the kinder-
garten open house on May 26.   Kindergarten teachers, the 
counselor, the principal, the assistant principal, and PE and 

music teachers were all on hand to meet families, answer questions and 
supervise activities.  
 Students and parents took a short bus ride to help kindergartners feel 
comfortable getting to school on the fi rst day of class.  Children had a 
chance to play on the playground as well as participate in a typical PE 
activity in the gym.  Visitors also toured one of the kindergarten class-
rooms. Incoming students planted sunfl ower seeds; when the plant is tall, 
they will know it’s time to go to school.  
Principal Karla Thompson shared information about registration and 
urged families to register their students as soon as possible because class 
lists and planning are currently underway. 
 September is different for kindergartners than for the rest of McBride 
students.  During the fi rst two days of school, each kindergarten student 

and his or her parents will have a time to 
come in, meet the teacher and see the 
classroom. During this time parents will 
share important information about their 
student’s transportation, medical concerns 
or other information.  Parents will sign up for 
this meet and greet while at the McBride 
open house on September 1. 
          Class lists will be posted at the 
school’s front entrance by end of day 
Tuesday, August 30, 2011. 

Thank you 
Superintendent AdamsSSSSSuuuuuupppppppppeeeeerrrrriiiiinnnnnntttttteeeeeennnnnnddddddeeeeeennnnnntttttt AAAAAddddd ssssSuperintendent AdamsSuppeerriinntteennddeenntt AAdd ms
 The job of a superintendent of a school 
district is challenging. Not everyone has the 
skill needed to manage the complexities of 
this type of organization while emphasizing 
the importance of educating all students. The 
superintendent needs to understand state and 
federal education mandates, budget analysis 
and employment law, yet be able to com-
municate effectively with anxious parents and 
concerned community members. Patricia 
Adams has excelled in these areas and has 
earned an A+.  
During her tenure as St. Helens School District 
Superintendent she has championed innova-
tive programs that have increased test scores 
and graduation rates. She led the district 
through a very diffi cult fi nancial period with 
fi nesse and open communication. Her posi-
tive approach has encouraged teachers and 
administrators to work together, increasing 
communication between schools. Our math 
and reading scores continue to rise. Even with 
these successes she still continues to look for 
new ways of improving education. Patricia’s 
biggest accomplishment will speak volumes 
on how well she’s managed our district. On 
July 1st, when she hands the keys to the new 
Superintendent it will be done with ease. We 
are sad that you are leaving, but exceedingly 
grateful for all that you have done. 

Bil l  Cr i s tBi l l  Cr i s t
Alan KingAlan King

Our School  BoardOur School  Board
David Morri s sonDavid Morri s son
Benita  SaatvedtBenita  Saatvedt

Nathan He lwigNathan He lwig

6th grade students Marinda 
Greenleaf, Conner Nett, 

Amanda Click, Taylor Wietzel, 
Naomi Williams, Courtney 

Brown, Cathryn Cox, Donovan 
Jacob, Cambria Cross, and 
Selena Elder attended the 
27th Annual Oregon Writing 
Festival at Portland State 

University.  


