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The end of the school year is a time 

to refl ect on the accomplishments 

of students in the district and to  

envision the years to come. 

At the end of the year 

assembly held at St. Helens 

Middle School, students 

received awards for excel-

lence in a number of areas 

and class offi cers predict-

ed  a successful upcoming 

school year. 

Logan Osborn and Kayla 

Brumbles received the 

John Beck Award for out-

standing athletic achieve-

ment. Elisa Frost, Monique 

Smiley and Rachel Edwards 

received the Young Writers 

of     America Award.

 The outstanding improvement in behavior 

and academics demonstrated by Jake 

Barlow, Sally Eisenschmidt and Briana Gomes 

earned them the School Improvement Award.

 The Burgerville-sponsored Student of the 

Trimester Awards went to Cedric Heaberlin, 

Tristen Pense, Monique 

Smiley and Eddie Munoz.

Taylor Deschamps and 

Tyler Moss, the newly-

elected freshmen class 

president and vice-presi-

dent, spoke to their peers 

about the talent in their 

class and their belief that 

members of the class of 

2012 will be strong com-

petitors in class competi-

tions at the high school.  

Summer 2008

Lichens, Frogs, and Squirrels - Oh My!

Class of 2012 Refl ects on Accomplishments,              
Plans for Future

Savannah Dreyer gathering information about birds during a fi eld 
study of habitiat.

Eric Aldridge using his fi eld journal for record 
specifi c fi ndings during a fi eld study of habitat

Carrying on a three-year tradition, Columbia 

City sixth graders attended Outdoor Science 

School this spring. Nearly 300 sixth-grade          

students attended either Camp Trickle Creek, the State 4-H 

camp outside of Salem, or Camp Cedar Ridge, located 

on the Nehalem River near Vernonia. 

The two camps provided slightly different learning           

opportunities based on the unique habitat of each camp, 

but both provided opportunities for students to study the 

soil, water and vegetation in the surrounding forests.  

Environmental science was the focus of both camps, especially          

how humans affect, either positively or negatively, the ecosystems 

around them. 

Students also learned about the adaptation of the animals in these      

environments.  Studying the skull structures, including the type and 

placement of teeth, 

helped students        

determine if the ani-

mals were carnivores  

or herbivores.

Campers also learned 

how animals  are 

dependent on spe-

cifi c food sources for         

survival.  By studying 

the pelts of a variety of 

animals, they discov-

ered how the coloring and markings of individual pelts provide 

natural camoufl age in the forest, which helps to ensure an 

animal’s survival.  

Part of the fun of Outdoor 

Science School was living 

together in cabins and 

sharing delicious meals 

in a family-style setting.  

Although meals were     

prepared by a kitchen  

staff,  students set and cleared 

tables, refi lled serving dishes and 

served dessert.  

Students also shared in raising and 

lowering the American fl ag each 

day, thereby learning the protocol of caring for and displaying the fl ag 

and presenting and retiring the “colors.”  

Each evening, students, counselors and teachers came together for 

campfi re events, which soon became everyone’s favorite part of the 

day.  These evening campfi res built a sense of belonging and provided            

opportunities to review the events of 

the day, plan for tomorrow, present 

skits that made everyone laugh and 

learn camp songs.  

On the last day, even the misty     

morning did not dampen the spirits of 

the campers. They had a great time.
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QUICK CONTACTS
District Offi ce: 503.397.3085

St. Helens High School: 
503.397.1900 

St. Helens Middle School 
7th & 8th grade: 503.366.7300 

Columbia City 
6th grade: 503.366.7550 

Lewis & Clark Intermediate School 
3rd, 4th, 5th grade: 503.366.7603 

McBride Elementary School
K – 2nd grade: 503.366.7700 

Columbia County Education Campus
9th-12th grade Alternative: 
503.366.3207

www.sthelens.k12.or.us

Chalkboard is published 4 times a year by St.Helens School 
District. Contact us at 503.397.3085
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Eric Aldridge on fi eld 
study 

Graduates of 2009 Chris Wise writes to 
Pen Pals

McBride boys Hangin’ 
out on Big Rig Day
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Big Rigs Equal Big Fun for McBride 
Students

Students from McBride see what it’s like to get scooped up in the big 
bucket on the backhoe

There’s something about a big rig that draws the attention of young and 

old alike. In cooperation with community businesses and agencies, teacher 

Julie Nelson and  

parent Lynn Austin               

coordinated 

McBride’s Big Rig Day 

on May 30.  

This fi rst-time event 

involved parents, 

teachers and drivers 

working together to bring 26 rigs for students and community members to 

explore.  Children discovered that an entire class can fi t into the bucket 

of a front loader, marveled at the height of the fi re ladder and were 

enthralled by the chance to explore such mammoth vehicles.  Sirens, air 

horns and the buzz of excited children fi lled the air as drivers demonstrat-

ed their rig’s special features—automatic garbage can retrieval, tanker 

capacity, emergency lights, scoops, gigantic tires and more.

Big Rig Day was a catalyst for much writing, reading and learning.  In preparation for this event, children gathered information about jobs 

in the community, were introduced to the important contributions of the vehicles and discovered how dependent they are on these rigs 

and their workers.  Students read books and internet articles prepared questions and wrote poems, non-fi ction articles and thank-you 

notes as part of their big rig experience. Included in the caravan were a fi re truck, a SWAT vehicle, law enforcement vehicles, a dump 

truck, a concrete mixer, a snow plow, a cherry picker, a backhoe and scoop, a tow truck, a road sander and a delivery truck.  Students, 

teachers and parent volunteers moved from vehicle to vehicle as part of their exploration.  

Due to the generosity of St. Helens McDonalds and Oroweat, students enjoyed a snack and drink, making the day complete.  

Mrs. Lake’s 1st grade class enjoy the Oroweat truck on Big Rig Day
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Congratulations Retirees Class of 2008

Senior Projects Develop 
Skills, Responsibility, 
Community

Superintendent, Patricia Adams
St. Helens School District

From left to right back row: Hank Calhoun with Harry the monkey, Melody Biggs, Kathie Koket, Linda Schuck, Joan Neukom, 
Bob Craig.

  Front row: Cheryl Meadows, Jodie Withers, Delrae Lammers, Jan Wing, Penny Leader. Not pictured: Shirley Mann

 Perhaps Newt Acker said it best in his senior project presen-

tation when he stated, “I learned that being responsible is a 

big responsibility.”   Learning to take responsibility is exactly 

the sort of experience the State of Oregon had in mind when including 

“extended application” in the new diploma requirements. 

 While St. Helens High School created the curriculum for the senior proj-

ects class, student success would not have been possible without the 

help of the community. Every senior was required to have a mentor that 

helped them formulate, execute, and evaluate their projects.

Next year’s seniors are encouraged to begin thinking about their own 

senior project.  Students can design or improve a product, service or 

system; plan and organize an event or activity; or learn, present and 

demonstrate knowledge of an advanced skill.

Projects should clearly connect to students’ career aspirations or ex-

ploration. The extended application activity should also demonstrate 

evidence of a suffi cient investment of time and effort, approximately 

20-30 hours, depending on the nature of the project.  

Class time may be split between participating in classroom lessons and 

engaging in off-campus activities such as conferring with community 

mentors and completing research.  

During the last month of the course students present their work to a 

panel of adults. Students are encouraged to use PowerPoint, over-

heads, videos or pictures as part of their presentation.

Parents can help students navigate the process of completing the senior 

project in several ways. They can suggest topics and point out student 

talents and strengths because they know their children best. Parents 

can also help identify family friends and community members whom 

they believe would be 

great mentors.  

Finally, parents can en-

courage students not to 

procrastinate throughout 

the semester. One of the 

most common refl ections 

shared by seniors was that 

they had waited too long 

to get started.

There is much to celebrate as we refl ect on the 
2007-08 school year.  Student achievement, 
citizenship, graduation, community support, 
the excellent work of our staff, and our business 
partners has continually enhanced our pride 
and success. 

St. Helens students showed gains in the state assessment for mathematics in 
grades 3,4,6 and 8. Reading scores in all grades showed growth. Students in 
grades 5 and 8 made signifi cant gains in science. Our continued focus on stu-
dent achievement is further advanced with the purchase and implementation 
of instructional technology for the 2008-09 school year.  Students throughout 
the district will engage in learning through the use of smart boards, document 
cameras, and multimedia projectors, just to name a few.

Teachers will continue to work in teams to assess student performance, monitor 
student progress, and refi ne teaching practices to ensure continued academic 
growth for every student.  This model is evident at each school and will con-
tinue to grow through our professional development opportunities and staff in-
services. The READ 180, AVID and Cognitive Tutor programs also had an impact 
on student achievement and will continue.

We believe that parent involvement is essential to student success.  This op-
portunity will become more accessible through our district website.  Parents 
are encouraged to remain informed about school events and activities, and 
their child’s attendance and grades by registering on our EAlert system in 
late August.  You are also invited to volunteer during this coming school year. 
Volunteers have donated countless hours through our parent/teacher organi-
zations, booster club, band patrons, site councils, committees, and classroom 
support.

We continue to live with the challenges of needed repair and improvements at 
our middle and high school facilities.  We are reviewing the facility needs that 
were presented to the community in November 2006 for $42 million and again 
in November 2007 for $26 million.  The cost of these proposals has signifi cantly 
increased as have the conditions.  The district has encumbered some of the re-
pairs through the general fund such as the middle school roof, and the heating 
and air conditioning at Lewis and Clark. 

Your support and involvement is needed to grow the future for our students in 
St. Helens School District.  I hope you will continue to inspire and believe, as 
together, we pave the road to success.



A Day of Joy and Remembrance

Oregon Stories Project 
to Include Lewis and 
Clark Letters

Refl ections Highlights 
Middle School Creativitiy

Lewis
&

Clark

Cayla Smith shares a favorite Oregon story 
about Rose Festival

Chris Wise invites Pen Pals to come to 
Oregon to see Multnomah Falls

1......2......3.......STRIKES YOUR OUT! Taylor Webster 
demononstrates his fi nesse during St. Helens High 
Schools spring baseball season.  Leah Thurston and Linnea Tainter 

walking with fl owers in hand during 
St. Helens High School’s Graduation 
Ceremony.

Zach Burns and Principal Carson 
Kick off the D.A.R.E. Graduation 
at Lewis and Clark Elementary.

Honoring our Graduates

Families, friends, Columbia County Education Campus staff, fellow students and other guests 

attended the graduation ceremony for 23 of this year’s 30 CCEC graduates.

At CCEC it is tradition that the juniors organize the festivities for the graduating class.  This year 

the campus courtyard was decorated beautifully with fl owers, streamers, balloons and banners in red, 

black and white.    

Superintendent Patricia Adams spoke to the graduating class as a whole before Andrea Luttrell said 

a few kind words about each graduate. St. Helens School Board members Rebecca Wallace, David 

Morrisson, Bill Crist and Terri Burns presented the diplomas. 

On the way back to their seats, graduates received gift bags donated by area businesses and individuals, a project organized by Joy McCartney 

and her team of dedicated parents.  

Seniors Sam Haynes and Celeste Atwood received award checks for perfect attendance for the last term of the school year.  Haynes only missed 

one day the entire school year. 

The ceremony came to a close with students Scot Lee and Kara Scrivner releasing doves into the sky. 

Outstanding student poetry 

and short stories were the focus 

May 1 in the middle school 

cafeteria at the fi fth 

annual poetry reading 

and journal release party 

for Refl ections, the only 

professionally-published 

literary journal devoted 

to student writing from 

rural Oregon.

 Over 270 people at-

tended and listened to 

talented young writers 

share their work. The 

reception featured stu-

dent readings of poetry 

and short stories, refresh-

ments, and the public 

sale of the journal itself. 

The volunteer efforts 

of Gay Plahn, Crystal 

Briggs, Chris Robitz, Kathy 

Mayes, Rosie Ditto, Anna 

Waters, and Katie Van 

Winkle helped make the 

reception possible.

 At last count, over 125 

journals had    been purchased.

 Refl ections began fi ve years ago as the 

brainchild of seventh-grade language 

arts teacher Danielle Speiser. Since its             

inception, the 

journal has been 

devoted to 

celebrating the voices of 

youth, honoring great writ-

ing and promoting St. Helens 

as a community of writers. 

This year’s   journal features 

the  works of over sixty             

writers and artists.

Eighth-grade student 

Brittany Camberg, this year’s 

editor, was responsible for 

all aspects of the publica-

tion of this year’s journal 

including the solicitation of 

submissions, the selection of 

pieces to be published and 

the layout and design.  

The journal’s production was 

made possible by generous 

donations and last year’s 

journal sales. This year’s 

journal can be purchased at 

the middle school library or 

the St. Helens Book Shop. All 

proceeds go directly to the 

publication of next  year’s journal.

For more information on how to sup-

port Refl ections, contact Gay Plahn at    

gayp@sthelens.k12.or.us. 

 In celebration of Oregon’s sesquicentennial in 

2009, the Oregon Stories Project aims to collect 

an “Oregon” story from every Oregonian to 

share with the rest of the state. Students in Sandy Kraft’s 

fi fth-grade class at Lewis and Clark had no idea when 

they wrote pen pal 

letters that this writing 

would be selected 

to be included in the 

historic publication.

 The student letters to 

their pen pals in Utah 

were persuasive in 

nature, encouraging 

them to visit some of 

Oregon’s most amaz-

ing sites. Students also 

created posters de-

picting the events and 

locations mentioned in 

their letters.

 Student letters are 

expected to be fea-

tured on <http://www.

oregon150.org/or-

egon-stories/> in the 

near future.     

     One selection from this 
year’s journal comes from 

SHMS student Beccah 
Kapelos.

The words I speak 
Can be defi ned

Yet they have no meaning

The views I seek 
Seem out of reach

Yet I’m slowly grasping

I’m pulling through
Finding my way

The errors never lasting

The beginning of a new

On a different day
With a brand new way

I have a goal to reach

Knock me down
Pick me up

Test my strength
Make me stronger

I’ll get there any way

Monique Smiley photo


