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SHMS library hosts open mic 

Julia Plumer sharing her poem full of 
imagery and refl ection

Lewis
&
Clark

4th graders pull invasive 
plants

4th graders paddle to Sand Island

    Chris Lindsay sharing his cleverly    
rhyming poem about his sister

A frustrating sister, a grandmother’s wisdom, 
a fearful lightning storm, a tale of revenge, 
a kiss: these topics are a sampling of what 

was shared during 
St. Helens Middle 
School’s Open Mic in 
October.  
Students and staff 
members had three minutes to read 
their own writing in performances 
hosted by the library.  The materials 
varied from brief poems of vivid im-
agery to short stories and excerpts 
from student novels or journals.  
The library plans to host Open Mic 
monthly in support of the middle 
school’s writing goals, giving stu-
dents the opportunity to showcase 
their talent and be inspired.  

Four fourth-grade classrooms at Lewis 
and Clark Elementary School recently 
participated in a service learning 
project through the Lower Columbia 

Estuary Partnership. 
This partnership cares 
for the lower 146 miles 
of the Columbia River 
from Bonneville Dam 
to the Pacifi c Ocean. 
Since 2000, over 94,500 
students have partici-
pated in its educational 
programs. Offered at no 
cost to schools, the pro-
gram empowers students 
to positively affect the 
environment.

The lessons presented by the estuary partner-
ship meet Oregon state physical and life sci-
ence standards. Because St. Helens lies along 
this estuary, students were able to extend their 
classroom science into the fi eld where they were 
exposed to natural ecosystems.  The program 
taught students about the delicate and com-
plex watersheds and coastal estuaries in the St. 
Helens area. 
After an introductory classroom lesson, students 
walked from Lewis and Clark to the river where 
they boarded canoes and paddled over to 
Sand Island. Once they arrived, students re-

moved     
 invasive 

plant 
species. 

Estuary project promotes Sand Island stewardship
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Patricia Adams, Superintendent

St. Helens School District

Picture of Supt. Kristie Yabut  helps 
lead link Crew

Open Mic at the 
Middle School

St. Helens High School is 
bursting with PRIDE
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The 2009 Oregon Legislature made reductions 
to many state services, including schools, and 
passed two bills that would increase some 
corporate and personal income taxes.  This 
revenue package is expected to raise $733 
million in state revenue to prevent further cuts 
to education, healthcare and public safety.  The election 
date for Measures 66 and 67 is January 26, 2010.  A yes 
vote will confi rm the legislature’s passage of the bills and 
a no vote will prevent the bills from becoming law.

House Bill 2649 - Personal income taxes
• This raises the state income tax rate by 1.8%-2.0%  
 only on individual annual incomes above $125,000  
 or couples with annual incomes above $250,000. 
• For example, a couple making over $250,000 per   
 year would pay no additional tax on the fi rst $250,000  
 of their income, and 1.8% on the $10,000 of income  
 above $250,000. 
• According to the Legislative Revenue Offi ce,   
 Oregon personal income tax fi lers of 2.5% would be  
 affected.  

House Bill 3405 - Corporate income taxes   
Corporate income taxes will be affected in two ways:
• Corporations would pay an additional 1.3% on   
 profi ts over $250,000 in 2009 and 2010.  That would  
 be reduced to 1.0% in 2011 and 2012.  Starting in  
 2013, the additional tax will be reduced to 1.0%   
 on profi ts over $10,000,000.  According to the Oregon  
 Department of Revenue, 75% of corporate income  
 tax would be paid by corporations headquartered  
 out of state.
• The corporate minimum tax would be raised to $150  
 for corporations with revenues of less than $500,000.   
 The corporate minimum tax has not been raised  
 since 1931 and two-thirds of corporations in Oregon  
 now pay an annual corporate minimum tax of $10.

Of the $733 million raised by the revenue package, 
about 40% - $285 million would be targeted for schools.  
If the revenue package is not approved, alternative 
funding would be addressed in the February 2010 legis-
lative special session.  Schools and the rest of state gov-
ernment would experience mid-biennium reductions.  
For St. Helens Schools this could mean teacher and staff 
layoffs, a shortened school year, higher class sizes and 
other reductions.

For additional information regarding the January 26, 
2010 election go to www.co.columbia.or.us/elections or 
oregonvotes.org.

Mickilyne Simpson, Blake 
Bevans, Ally Bonner and 
Kirstie Yabut participate 
in Link Crew activities

Link Crew helps freshmen get and 
stay connected at SHHS

With the aid of hard-working upperclassmen, an em-
phasis on school pride, and a dedicated faculty, the 
Link Crew program at St. Helens High School has made 
great strides over the last year.
The Link Crew program consists of 60 upperclassmen 

at SHHS who have committed to helping freshman transition 
to high school through academic 
and social guid- ance. This program is 
also designed to increase retention rates 
of freshman.
At the beginning of the year, Link Crew 
members lead tours of the high school 
and introduce incoming freshmen 
to teachers and other staff members. 
Crew members also lead teambuilding 
activities to help make freshmen more 
comfortable in their new environment.  
However, the job of Link Crew leaders 
does not end after the one-day orienta-
tion. Successful ju- nior and senior students 
also share wisdom they’ve learned during 
high school with freshman through aca-
demic follow-up activities.  These activi-
ties take place once a month in ninth-grade language arts classes 
and stress ideals such as achieving excellence, cooperation, and 
time management. 
From a social standpoint, the Link Crew attempts to acquaint 
freshmen with upperclassmen who can assist them with questions 
or concerns during their fi rst year of high school.  Social follow-up 
activities are important for freshman who may not have a large 
circle of friends.  

At the beginning of the school year, St. Helens High 
School joined the rest of the district in its implementation 
of Positive Behavior Support, PBS.
 PBS emphasizes a reward system that acknowledg-
es students and staff for making positive choices in and 

around SHHS and at school events. 
Last year, in anticipation of the school-wide PBS adoption, a 
team created guidelines for behavior for the school. Then, during 
teacher in-service, these guidelines were unveiled to the faculty 
and staff.
The positive behaviors are centered on the acronym PRIDE: per-
severance, respect, integrity, discipline and excellence. Students 
were taught how to exhibit PRIDE, whether at lunch, in the halls, in 
class or at an event.
Staff members “catching” students making positive choices issue 
a PRIDE Award explaining what the student did. Students who 
receive a PRIDE award then turn it in to the main offi ce. Each week 
eight names are drawn and these students receive a prize. At the 
end of the month, 10 to 15 names are drawn, and those students 
receive a larger prize.
Students are not the only ones who are recognized for their posi-
tive behaviors. Staff members who arrive on time for staff meetings 
are also entered into a drawing for either a gift card or 30-minutes 
of classroom coverage by one of the school’s administrators.
The PBS team holds meetings twice a month to analyze referral 
and PRIDE award data. In addition, the team decides how to 
adjust, improve or otherwise modify the program at the school. 
By the end of October, students had already accumulated over 
2,000 PRIDE awards. 



David MorrissonDavid Morrisson
Benita SaatvedtBenita Saatvedt

Nathan HelwigNathan Helwig

Ethan Ward gets “Mad” 
about Science

Blazer Terry Porter presents 
Genesis Hansen’s award
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L&C partners with community 
members for after-school programs
Lewis
&

Clark
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St. Helens Middle School Film Club Front Row:Wyatt 
Keller, Brandon Hafl ich, Noah Walters, Cody Shiel, 
Jasmine Williams, Alexis Minyard, Seth Gatten, 

Kelsie Evans, Randy Wilson
Back Row: Donna Beeler, Jacob Hurley, Sierra 

Gregory, Victoria Krossman, Angel Visarra, Brandon 
Cutshall, and Gentry Harris 

Again this year, parents, staff and community members have 
provided after-school programs for Lewis & Clark students. 
This fall, 129 students are enrolled in the following after-school 
programs:  kung fu, scrapbooking, mad science, young 
Rembrandts, family computer club, and garden club. In addi-

tion, the school will soon host a chess club, knitting class and babysitting 
courses. 
After-school programs meet in various classrooms from 2:30-3:30 pm. 
Programs take place one, two or three days a week. Some after-school 

programs such as the 
garden club are offered 
as weather allows.

 Some programs are 
provided free of charge 
while others require stu-
dents to pay fees. Several 
programs have a limited 
number of scholarships 
available upon request to 

help defer costs. 
These after-school 
programs serve stu-
dents with a variety of 
interests and provide 
educational enrich-
ment and extended 
learning opportunities 
for Lewis & Clark 
students.

Reading is no chore for 
Foster Grandparents

Grandmas Lola, Joyce and 
Dorothy support McBride 

students

Foster Grandparents, a mentoring pro-
gram designed to provide supportive 
one-to-one tutoring in reading, encour-
ages volunteers to help students grow 
academically and become better 

citizens. 
The foster grandparent program was established 
in 1975 under the sponsorship of the state of 
Oregon. Currently, over 25,000 volunteers in all 
fi fty states participate in the program.  
McBride Elementary School is pleased to have 
three foster grandparents:  Joyce Austin has been 
with the program for eight years, Dorothy Parker 
for nine years, and Lola Holland for six years.  
Each foster grandparent works up to 20 hours 

per week serving 
between 50-70 
kindergarten, fi rst 
and second grade 
students. Such 
dedicated people 
enrich the lives of 
students through 
this valuable com-
munity and school 
partnership.

SHMS club provokes discussion about 
fi lm and life

Whether nervously skipping over ocean waves in search of a 
famous great white, soaring to new heights with the rocket boys, 
crying and laughing through the trials of a mentally-challenged 
man named Sam, or embracing life in snowy Bedford Falls, stu-

dents who dared attend St. Helens Middle School’s fi lm club with faculty 
advisor Donna Beeler this fall found a sense of community. They dared to 
laugh, to cry and to learn together.
Brought together by their love of a good story, fi lm club members meet as 
many afternoons per week as possible. Members discuss plot, but, more 
importantly, connect the story to their own lives. They discuss setting, but 
fi nd these stories could be set anywhere because they are about ordinary 
human beings. They discuss theme because they are learning that fi lm 
can be seen as an important medium to help them make sense of their lives. 
Students help set the pace and tone of the club based on their interest in 
fi lm technique and thematic material. This year, students have enjoyed 
Jaws, October Sky, I Am Sam, and Freedom Writers. The fall session will end 
with Frank Capra’s holiday classic, It’s a Wonderful Life.
The spring session will feature a more complex group of fi lms, largely deal-
ing with family, loss and self-discovery. These fi lms will probably include The 
Color Purple, Seabiscuit, Rudy, Catch Me If You Can, What’s Eating Gilbert 
Grape and A Beautiful Mind. 

Columbia City techies 
master state standards

Columbia City School is now offering a 
technology class. Sixth-grade students 
attend this class every other day and 
work on state technology standards.  
Simplek12, an online technology 

program, places students in lessons based on 
an assessment of prior knowledge.  Students 
independently work through modules tailored to 

their specifi c needs.  Modules 
include developing a research 
plan, using digital books, work-
ing with graphic organizers 
and creating digital video 

presentations.  
Students develop 
their expertise 
through practi-
cal applications.  

During the fall, students 
completed assignments in Microsoft Word and 
Excel and will be creating Microsoft Publisher 
brochures and advertisements in their next unit of 
study.
Daily logs are kept in technology class, giving stu-
dents the opportunity to practice their word pro-
cessing skills. Student entries illustrate the progress 
they make and the goals they wish to achieve 
during the course of the year: “Today I learned 
what a podcast is,” “I learned to recognize the 
PowerPoint icon,” and “I learned how to make 
a wiki.”  Students are encouraged by seeing, in 
their own writing, the strides they are making in 
their technology knowledge and skills. 

Lewis & Clark Students are enriched by the many 
after-school programs offered. Some of these 

programs are pictured above: Mad Science, Young 
Rembrandts, Kung Fu, Scrapbooking. 



Homecoming Court: Ally Bonner, Kirstie Yabut, Queen Amy 
Gainer, Mckinleigh Crandall, Krista Hafl ich and Honorary     
Princess Jessica Elder

Zen Goodrich, Athena Duggan, 
and Justice Russell participate 
in Columbia City‛s Sports Day

St. Helens Students SCORE Sixth graders 
take ownership of 
classroom reading

SCORE Award Ceremony Participants left to right,
Back row: Superintendent Patricia Adams, Trail Blazer 
Organization Community Relations VP Traci Rose, 12th 
grader Jack Scheuermann, 8th  grader Brennan Norton, 
Portland Trail Blazer Terry Porter, 12th grader Ryan 
Sumsion, 12th grader Kenny Katz,  9th grader Lucas 
Helling, Center row: 5th grader Roberto Cruz, 6th 
grader Genesis Hansen, 7th grader Brandon Jones, 
5th grader Levi Norton, 8th grader Hayden Brame, 
12th grader Mickilyne Simpson, 12th grader Brook 
Nolte, Front row:  2nd grader Alonzo Martinez, 2nd 
grader Cameron Dennis, 1st grader Portia White, 2nd 
grader Autumn Torrez, 5th grader Brayden Garver, 
5th grader Michael Berlingen. 

     
Many students deserve recognition for their leadership, citizenship and 
service to community and classroom.  In an effort to recognize these im-
pressive young men and women, district staff members have nominated 
students for the Students Can Often Reach Excellence (SCORE) award. 
This superintendent’s award will be presented to students in recognition of 
their leadership, citizenship, service, participation in the performing and 
visual arts, and also in achieving academic excellence. 

     The November SCORE award recognized students who demonstrated 
leadership, citizenship, or service to the school or community. In 

February, the award will honor students who have excelled in creativity, imagination, 
innovation or commitment to the arts.  The May award will celebrate student academic 
performance, including students who have excelled or demonstrated improvement in 
their academic work despite academic and personal challenges. 
     The November SCORE award recipients were recognized at a brunch where guest 
speaker Terry Porter, a former Portland Trail Blazer, spoke about leadership, citizenship 
and service. Specifi cally, students demonstrated through their actions a willingness to 
patiently assist, educate, and befriend others; to choose what is right and responsible 
rather than what is popular; and to be a positive infl uence in their community. 
     The following students were recipients of the November honors.
Grades 1-5:    Portia White,  Alonzo Martinez, Autumn Torrez, Cameron Dennis, Roberto  
             Cruz, Levi Norton, Brayden Garver, Michael Berlingen         
Grades 6-8:    Genesis Hansen, Brandon Jones, Hayden Brame, Brennan Norton        
Grades 9-12:  Lucas Helling, Kenny Katz, Brooke Nolte, Jack Scheuermann, Mickilyne  
             Simpson, Ryan Sumsion            

     All of these students were selected because of their dedication and leadership.  
Kenny Katz, a 12th grader and recipient of the SCORE award, was nominated by high 
school teacher David Schmor, who describes Kenny as too good to be true. This young 
man is a leader who listens to others and wants to do what is right for the school and 
others. 
     Genesis Hansen, a 6th grade SCORE award recipient, has a certain charisma that 
draws people to her, according to teacher Kelly Wheeldon.  “She is eager to see her 
peers make strides academically and put their best foot forward. Whether it is tutor-
ing them in math, helping them organize their materials, or just being a good friend, 
Genesis is there.  She is a ray of sunshine that brightens everyone’s world around her.” 
     And, Brooke Nolte, a 12th grade recipient, is involved in numerous school and 
community activities and even volunteers at a youth camp sometimes up to 10 hours a 
day.  
     Kenny, Genesis, and Brooke exemplify the qualities of all the November SCORE 
recipients.

McBride student and 
Storm Trooper Josh Lull 
enjoys the Children‛s Fair

1st Team All-League Running Back 
Drew Hamm shakes off a tackle.

From the fi rst day of 
language arts in room 
25 at Columbia City 
School, students began 
to create their own 

reading environment.  Starting with 
400 novels, students decided what 
kinds of books would be included 
in their class library. Thus began 
their three-day quest examining 
titles, covers, fi rst pages, summaries 
and any other information about 
their books that would allow them 
to sort by book type. 
As the piles of fantasy, mystery, 
adventure and realistic fi ction 
began to accumulate, a sort of 
magic occurred.  Students began 
debating where books belonged.  
They began recommending books 
to one another and teaching each 
other about the best places to fi nd 
quick information about the plot.  
They began putting books on hold, 
with hopes of checking them out 
from the class library by week’s 
end.  
Students formed expert groups 
and gave book talks on novels of 
interest.  
The initial excitement about read-
ing continues as students take 
ownership of their classroom.  After 
meeting in literature circles to dis-
cuss their books of choice, students 
identify captivating vocabulary 
words found in their novels and 
add them to the literature word 
wall.  When students fi nish books, 
they write recommendations and 
add them to the bookworm they 

have con-
structed 
in antici-
pation of 
making 
it all the 
way 
around 
the class-
room by 
the end of 
the year.Logan Carter, Trenton Beatty, 

Sarah Hueni, Dillon Gonzalez, 
Jarett Boynton, and Mara 

Bucho take ownership 


