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Statewide Competition Brings Recycling into the 
Spotlight at Lewis and Clark

Adam Boser, Ian Olson and  
Trinity Huennekens ensure 

recycling is processed 
throughout Lewis and Clark

Family Reading at McBride

Sponsored by the St. Helens Kiwanis 
Club and  Daybreakers Kiwanis 
Club of St. Helens, CCEC’s Key 
Club is the youth partner of Kiwanis 

International, a service organization. The 
second alternative learning environment in 
the Pacific Northwest to be awarded a Key 

Club charter, 
CCEC Key 
Club has been 
actively serving 
the community 
since the fall 
of 2006. With 
24 active 
members, this 
year’s Key Club 
participated 
in the Kiwanis 
Children’s Fair 

and distributed 
donated 

dictionaries to Lewis and Clark third 
grade students.  Additionally, members 
are currently sponsoring a canned food 
collection among CCEC home rooms.  In 
December the Key Club helped organize 
and assemble food baskets, providing for 
families in need. 
     CCEC’s Key Club is already looking 
forward to other ways to serve the 
community in the near future.  Upcoming 
events scheduled for the 2011-12 school year 
include a campus clean-up, Dorenbecher 
Days celebration, preparation of the Kiwanis 
Camp for summer season, and others as they 
are presented.

Special Education’s Transitional 
Program Learning Lab
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CCEC Key Club distributes 
dictionaries to Lewis & Clark 

students

Recycling was the focus of Lewis and Clark students 
and staff members throughout October and November, 
as they competed in the National Recycle Bowl. The 
competition involved schools from all over Oregon, 

coming together to promote and track recycling efforts during a 
four-week period. 
     Lewis and Clark teachers and students brainstormed about 
ways to increase recycling within their classrooms and many 
students participated in a recycling poster contest during 
the kick-off week.  As the weeks progressed, Canoe Crew 
recycling student members noticed an increase in the amount 
recycled in each classroom.  The custodial staff and Chelsea 
Lewis (TOSA) helped track and post the amounts recycled on a 
school-wide bulletin board. 
     The school ended up recycling a huge amount of mixed 
paper, cardboard and other items. If deemed a Recycle Bowl 
winner, the school could earn a cash prize in January! Great 
job Lewis and Clark students!

On December 1st young and old alike 
gathered at McBride School for the annual 
Family Reading Night. What once began 
as a book fair has morphed into an annual 

event of fun-filled crafts, mascots, book browsing, 
and special story times for children. For many years 
McBride sponsored a fall Book Fair with parents 
taking advantage of the reasonable prices to 
purchase books as gifts for their children.  However, 
parents wanted time to shop without their children 
in tow.  In response, McBride teachers stepped up 
to provide an evening of holiday craft activities.  
Teachers and parent volunteers supervised the 
making of miniature snowmen, doorknob hangers, 
cards and other crafts.  The casual time with 
teachers has proven to be an attraction for kids, 
including toddlers on up to McBride graduates. 
Clifford the Big Red Dog was in attendance while 

children were 
entertained 
with crafts.  Gift 
wrapping was 
provided. Twice 
during the two-
hour event, 
children were 
called to the 
story-time area of 

the library to listen 
to read-alouds by 

Principal Karla Thompson and Assistant Principal Jim 
Mangan.  Parents and children alike sat and giggled 
at the stories.   By the evening’s end, sleepy children 
were packed up to head home; there was school in 
the morning.  McBride’s fall Family Reading Night has 
become a tradition that is sure to continue.

During the past 
year, the Special 
Education 
Department has 
been busy putting 
together the 
much- awaited 
transition portable.  
The portable 
classroom was 
purchased with federal ARRA funds designated 
specifically for creating sustainable special education 
programs in our district.  A bare plot of ground was 
transformed into to a fully outfitted learning lab at the 
High School, providing a location for students 18 to 
21 years of age to develop and practice daily living, 
self-management skills, vocational skills and social/
leisure skills in a real-life setting.    This program offers 
community based learning, preparing students for 
adult life by helping them adapt their learned skills into 
real environments.  
     Due to the generosity of our families and community 
members, the learning lab is now equipped with 
essential items needed to develop students’ skills.  
Donations included everything from kitchen items to 
couches and bookshelves.  We would like to extend 
a heart-felt thank you for all the items donated to 
the program.  As a result of this generosity, the costs 
associated with starting the learning lab were greatly 
reduced and helped relieve district costs.  Students 
now have a comfortable environment in which to 
practice and develop their skills. 
     An open house for families, community members 
and students was held on January 12, 2012 from 6:00-
7:00 pm.  Thank you all who attended!

Columbia County Education Campus Key Club
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Principal Karla Thompson reads to McBride 
students

CRYC Leaf Raking Week for Senior and Disabled Citizens
As turkey left-overs dwindled and days turned suddenly 
cold and bright with fall colors, Columbia River Youth 
Corps took a break from the hazel hoe, auger, hardhat, 
and planting shovel. For fifteen years, the week after 
Thanksgiving is CRYC’s week for raking! Students and 
staff of CRYC travel from yard to yard visiting with senior 
and disabled citizens to help with their leaf raking and 
gutter cleaning. 
     Students enjoy the time spent in their communities – 
and the community members enjoy having a yard full 
of hard-working young people! The collected leaves 
are brought to the CRYC campus garden as mulch for 
next year’s crop of pumpkins and corn. It’s a win-win-
win situation. 
     Thank you, dear community, for another great year 
and the delicious cookies and hot chocolate during 

leaf clean-up week. 
     Thank you as well to Waste Management, and 
manager Shane Weston, for waiving the disposal fee for 
the rotten walnuts collected during the raking. 
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SHHS Fall Sports Highlights

College Awareness Week at 
Columbia City and SHMS
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November 2011 Rotary 
Student of the Month: 

Mark Davalos, Superintendent

St . Helens School District 

The week of November 28th—
December 2nd was dedicated to 
College Awareness at Columbia 
City and the Middle School.  Sixth, 

seventh and eighth graders completed an interest 
survey and participated in classroom lessons and 
college representative visits.  Representatives from Lower 
Columbia Community College and the University of 
Oregon spoke to students interested in learning more 
about college at this time. 
Friday was College Colors 
Day; staff and students 
were encouraged to 
wear colors and clothing 
representing their favorite 
college.  Staff shared their 
college story or a story of 
a friend or former student 
during College Awareness 
Week.  A banner showing 
where staff attended 
college is on display in the 
Middle School hallways.                            
 Counselors Jill Griffin 
and Margie Korpela 
arranged for the College 
Awareness opportunities 
and are looking forward 
to more in the spring.  
Counselors at all levels are 
available to assist students 
with planning for their 
future.  

 Columbia County Education Campus 
junior, Tehvyn West was recognized 
in November as Rotary Student of 

the Month.  His calm, cheerful demeanor and 
leadership skills make him a wonderful asset 
to the CCEC campus.  He is well-respected by 
students and staff for the quiet leader he has 
become.  Tehvyn recently attended the Kiwanis/
Key Club Leadership Conference to further hone 
his leadership skills.  There he had the pleasure of 
meeting and forging new friendships with students 
from around the United States.  Tehvyn is a fantastic 
fellow with a bright future ahead of him.  

Every day you can hear 
and see technology 
being used across subject 
areas at Lewis and Clark.  

Stop a student and ask them 
about computer usage on the 
six classroom portal computers, 
in the laptop or portable labs, or 
at home via their teacher’s web 
site links, and their excitement is 
evident! 
     This year, many teachers are 
utilizing IXL mathematics, an online 
program providing Oregon Standards based math practice.  Not 
only does this provide student practice in any math objective at 
any level, it gives them instant feedback!  In reading, teachers 
are using a new online Accelerated Reader; students find books 
of interest, take comprehension tests on the books they have 
read and track their points.  Walk down the halls at Lewis and 
Clark and you might also see an electronic clicker system being 
used to collect student feedback during lessons, Canoe Crew 
members hard at work formatting Microsoft Word documents for 
school posters, or news crew members learning new technology.
     Lewis and Clark’s fall Technology Night revealed that 
technology is on the minds of not only students and staff, but 
families!  Families gathered in October to use and learn about 
the school’s computer resources, earning classes gyroscopic 
mice to use during lessons.  Ms. Williams, Technology Team 
member at Lewis and Clark, noted, “The night was very 
successful.  We had a great turnout.  Families who attended 
found it very helpful!”

The St. Helens Lions fall athletic teams enjoyed an 
exceptionally great season.  After 10 years, the Lions 
returned to the Final 16 in the OSAA State 5A Football 

Championships.  Advancing to the second round of play-offs by 
defeating The Dalles/Wahtonka, the Lions were eliminated by 
West Albany 28-43.  The Lady Lions Volleyball team succeeded 
in making it to the State 5A Play-offs as well.  Both boys and 
girls soccer teams made it to the Play-in Round before being 
eliminated by Wilson HS and Hermiston, respectfully.  Capturing 
first place for the Lions at the district cross country meet was Ryan 

Byrd, helping St. Helens secure a 2nd place 
finish as a team.  Boys Cross Country went 
on to compete at State, placing 8th.   The 
girls Cross Country team showed tremendous 
improvement and tenacity throughout the 
season, garnering a 5th place finish at the 
district meet, boosted by Sophomore Cynthia 
Fenrich 12th place finish.  
     Congratulations to all of our LION teams on 
their accomplishments this year!  Thank you to 
all who provided support.
     
                  The Pride is HERE!

Garth Naillon, a sixth-grader at 
Columbia City, is described by his 
teachers as “incredibly diligent, 
outgoing, a man of few words, well-

rounded, and self-assured.” Garth carries an 
academic priority, and serves his community 
in numerous ways.  He volunteers through his 
church, school and 4H, while participating in 
cross county and other extracurricular activities. 
He is regarded with the highest esteem amongst 
his peers.
                      Congratulations, Garth!  

Lewis & Clark: 
Serving The Needs Of 
All Students
There is great work taking place at 
Lewis & Clark.  I feel warmly welcomed 
there each and every time I visit.  The 
school has held numerous parent 
events that were all well attended and 
I found the entire staff very professional 
and engaging.  

My last visits in December were the two 
musical programs where I witnessed 
excellent performances by students 
and patient but focused instructional 
excellence by staff.  I assisted with 
lunch duty and found the process well 
managed and fast moving.  The student 
were inquisitive as to who I was and 
several took me about and introduced 
me to their friends.  The lunch staff 
works hard and the student helpers did 
a great job.

On previous visits I witnessed excellent 
instruction and positive student 
engagement.  Learning was taking 
place throughout the building from 
classroom to hallways or library.  When 
asked, students could tell me what they 
were doing and why. 

Capitalizing on excellent instruction 
and positive student engagement,  
Lewis & Clark is actively involved 
in developing their Response to 
Intervention (RTI) approach to meeting 
and serving the needs of each student.  
Lewis & Clark is doing the job and is a 
great place to learn! 

December 2011 Rotary 
Student of the Month: 

Lewis
&
Clark

2010-2011 Superintendent’s 
Student Advisory Council

Skye Spencer, Sunshine Howe, 
Paris Wallace, Kenna Reinholdt 

and Samantha Welty

Emma Rae Phillips and 
classmates working in the 

computer lab

College representatives 
discuss application process to 

Middle School students


