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SHHS automotive students get jumpstart on 
technical careers

Ms. Yeagers class cel-
ebrates a successful battle

Callen Prettyman, Teacher 
Mike Herdrich, and 

Noelcke Bask earn tro-
phies at the Ford/AAA 
Troubleshooting Contest

Lewis and Clark students battle over books
Lewis
&

Clark

Thanks to the generosity of business partners like 
the St. Helens Auto Center, students work with 

the newest technology

  In today’s tough job market, employers want workers with special-
ized, practical job skills, and St. Helens High School’s automotive technol-
ogy program gives students and employers what they need. 

  Through Mike’s Automotive, a student-run business at St. Helens High 
School, students learn real-world technical skills in addition to business 

skills in the automotive repair fi eld. Led by instructor Mike Herdrich, a 39-year vet-
eran of the automotive industry and an 
ASE certifi ed master technician, student 
technicians work in a shop much like the 
service department found in an automo-
tive dealership.  

   These technicians diagnose problems and perform repairs on 
all kinds of cars, primarily those belonging to the school district, 
staff member, and students. Representatives of the American 
Automobile Association are so impressed with the professional 
shop environment and the quality of the work that students have 
been awarded the prestigious AAA approved repair shop status.  

      In addition to learning how to fi x real world technical problems, students learn business ethics and how 
to handle paperwork associated with the repair business. Students meet and discuss service needs with 
their customers, write repair orders, prepare estimates, order and bill out any parts needed to complete the 
repairs and keep track of accounts. Portland and Mt. Hood Community Colleges offer students 32 college 
credits on completion of the SHHS program. 
 Another important aspect of the program is its fi nancial benefi t to the district.  Student technicians repair 
school district vehicles and save taxpayer dollars. They take great pride in the fact that through their busi-
ness and fund raising efforts, they have raised enough money over the last nine years to replace several 
outdated hoists and purchase additional tools and diagnostic equipment to modernize their shop. The sup-
port of local business partners like Emmert Motors, St. Helens Auto Center, NAPA and CarQuest give taxpay-
ers even more bang for their buck through donations of equipment and supplies. 
 But does all of this training translate into the real-world success?   Just ask recent graduates Darrin Rye, 
a technician at Emmert Chevrolet; Garrick Youngberg, a technician for Beaverton Honda; or Joe Oliver, 
owner of Joe’s Automotive here in town. These are just a few of the many St. Helens graduates pursuing suc-
cessful careers in this challenging and rewarding fi eld.

     This past year, six fi fth-grade classes prepared for battle.  The only weapon students needed 
were their brains.  Their only defense? Knowing more than the opposing team.  Some battles were 
close until the end, and fortunately there weren’t any real casualties.
     Fifth graders were given a bookmark listing twenty books that were of different lengths and 

reading levels.  Titles included Number the Stars, Esperanza Rising, Hoot, and Stone Fox.  Students were 
encouraged to read as many titles from the list as they could.  
     Starting in January, students began preparing for the Battle of the Books competition by answering ques-
tions about their books once a week.   After spring break, the offi cial battles began.  
     Classes challenged each other, one class at a time. As classes sat across from one 
another, each student was given three tickets, each one representing a chance 
for a student to answer a question. Once a student used all three tickets, he or she 

could not answer any more questions.  Correct answers 
scored two points for their class, and students could earn a 
bonus point by saying the author’s name.  If one class missed 
a question, the other had a chance to steal those points. 
Each battle lasted 20 minutes.  Some classes scored over 100 
points in just one battle, and all participating classes scored 
between 372 and 528 total points. DeeAnna Zikmund’s class 
earned top honors for this year’s battle.
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Supt. 
Mutt creates last-
ing artwork

Basks hard work in 
Auto Tech. pays off

Intervention classes prepare 
students for graduation and beyond

Students create lasting artwork for 
Columbia City School

Deven Mutt and Jason 
Sweigart display their 

glass necklaces

     Columbia City School’s entryway will soon showcase fused-
glass murals designed and created by sixth graders.  With the 
assistance of glass artist Lisa Wilcke from Young Audiences, 
students learned about the history of glass, learned to safely 
cut glass, and created glass mosaics.

     Student design ideas are the basis of two glass murals which will be 
permanently installed at the school.   The designs include a scene from 
Outdoor School and a scene of the Columbia River.  Students’ ideas 
began to really take shape when Wilcke brought student-designed paper 

templates covered with sheets of clear glass.  Stu-
dents placed colored glass pieces over the panels, 
using the paper templates as a guide. 
      Once fi red in Wilcke’s home kiln, the fi nished 
pieces were revealed during her last session with 
students.  Not only are the murals beautiful, but 
students will also take with them knowledge about 
glass artistry and leave behind a special gift in re-
membrance of their time at Columbia City School.  
      In addition to the work on the mosaic panels, 
each student created their own glass pendant.
       Student Kaila Thompson said, “It was fun to par-
ticipate in what we were learning about, and I liked 
making my own necklace.”

Patricia Adams, Superintendent

St. Helens School District

     In January 2007, the Oregon State Board of Education adopted 
new graduation requirements to better prepare every student 
for success in college, work and civic involvement.  In order to 
receive a high school diploma, students will need to demonstrate 

profi ciency in mathematics, reading, writing and speaking. To help students 
meet the new requirements, St. Helens Middle School and St. Helens High 
School have partnered to develop programs to help students become 
more profi cient in mathematics and reading. 
      New Oregon diploma requirements necessitate that high school 
students complete three years of math at Algebra 1 and above. University 
entrance standards have also increased to meet the demands of the mod-
ern workplace. As a result, the middle school is developing interventions 
to address math defi ciencies prior to high school. Some of these interven-
tions are budget dependent; however, some are not. For example, some 
students will take an enrichment class called Math Boost to increase their 
math skills. 
      At the high school level, students are placed into Math Workshop 
if they score 235 or lower on their 8th grade state math assessment. 
Placement was determined after the fi nal round of testing this spring.
     Intervention programs are also in place to support students who require 
additional help with reading. At both the middle and high school, reading 
workshop classes fi ll this need. 
      In the seventh and eighth grade, students who would benefi t from ad-
ditional fl uency and comprehension instruction are placed in classes that 
utilize the Scholastic Read 180 curriculum. High school reading workshop 
classes focus on teaching students comprehension strategies that can as-
sist them in reading diffi cult literary and informational text. 
      Students are placed in these reading intervention classes based on 
three separate measures:  the state reading test, an entry-level language 
arts assessment, and teacher recommendations. 
      For additional information about the new graduation requirements, 
parents should visit <http://getreadyoregon.org/newrequirements.aspx>. 

2page1pageThe 2010-11 budget for St. 
Helens School District refl ects 
the fi nancial challenges and 
diffi culties in state revenue, 
declining enrollment, the es-
calating cost of medical insur-
ance, and PERS rate increases.  We have 
balanced a budget severely impacted 
by an economic recession where a sig-
nifi cant drop in state revenue resulted in 
a reduction to Oregon’s K-12 education 
of about $237.3 million.  This translates 
to $2.6 million in reductions for the 2010-
2011 school year in St. Helens School 
District.  This places us at a serious level 
of reductions for the 2010-2011 school 
year and again, we will operate at a 
reduced level. 

We adapted to the funding shortage of 
the 2009-2010 school year by reducing 
classroom teachers, support staff, coun-
selors, media, health care assistants, 
program assistants, supplies, textbooks, 
printing, athletics, transportation, spe-
cial education and administrative costs. 
This sacrifi ce in our future investments 
limits our ability to advance technology, 
improve facilities, and increase staff to 
reduce class size.

Our pledge to rigorous programs remains 
strong.  We have strengthened our ability 
to implement an aggressive agenda in a 
culture of strong academic programs, a 
love of learning, and a sense of personal 
and social responsibility. Our staff, school 
board, and community will expect high 
academic standards; and our leadership 
will inspire quality K-12 programs, ex-
ceptional test scores, and the celebra-
tion of many diverse accomplishments 
in our schools. The culture of continuous 
improvement in student achievement, 
professional development, safety, com-
munity involvement, and technology 
will strive because we care about the 
future.  This will shape K-12 education in 
St. Helens School District. 



Art workshops for 
teachers

Boynton gets ready to 
blast off

Teacher art workshops inspire 
student masterpieces

Teachers Meghan Bochnak 
and Lindsay Burke enjoy 

expanding their repertoire 
through art workshops

Middle and high school choirs 
combine for dazzling spring concert

Mr. Zmolek leads the middle 
school choir during a concert.  left 

to right: Tori Edwards, Alyssa 
Giesbers, Rebecca Taylor, Clorissa 
Wood, Bahiya Zahl, Julia Plumer, 

and Elizabeth Kennedy 
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Lewis and Clark 
teacher clicks her 
way to Kansas

 Middle school and high school choir students recently com-
bined for a spring concert at St. Helens High School.
 The middle school intermediate choir fi rst sang a South Afri-
can freedom song entitled "Singabahambayo" ("We Are Marching 

for Freedom"). They followed with "I Hear Liberty Singing" and ended with a 
surprise rendition of "Hit the Road, Jack." Participants pulled out their sun-
glasses to add a special touch to the song.  
 The middle school advanced choir proved they are ready for high 
school. They successfully tackled a challenging piece, "You Vivo Cantando" 
("I Live to Sing"). Additionally, Christian Reyes and Charity Chamberlain led 
the way with outstanding solos to "Bless the Broken Road."  They ended with 
a powerful version of "Joshua."
      The high school concert choir performance included "Think of Me,” 
“Things That Never Die" and “Hawaiian Roller Coaster Ride."  The last song 
lived up to its name as students quickly changed wardrobes between songs 
and returned in Hawaiian attire. Shelby Hart sang "Shenandoah" with poise 
and passion.  
      Vocal jazz group highlights included solos by Shelby Hart, Joe 
Welch, Courtney Johnson, Chelsea Kelly and Kasi Warren. The group ended 
their performance with a touching version of a lullaby, "Goodnight, My An-

gel," which was dedicated to the daugh-
ter of choir director Kevin Zmolek. 
      The a cappella choir also featured 
solos by Daryl Lalangan, Amy Masoni, 
Joe Welch and Chelsea Kelly. Songs 
included "Domini Fili Unigenite," "Lean on 
Me" and "Bonse Aba." 
      The night ended with all choirs sing-
ing "Hallelujah,” high school students 
spreading around the auditorium and 
middle school students performing from 
the stage.
      “That was the best choir concert 
yet,” said a proud middle school parent.

    For the second year, the Art Leadership Panel created art 
workshops for teachers, counselors and instructional assistants at 
the elementary level in order to bring increased art instruction to 
classrooms.
      In January, Bill Crist, a community and school board mem-
ber, led a class in abstract art while 

Cathy Lambert, a teacher at McBride, led a 
three-part clay series in early spring.  The district 
also welcomed two Young Audience artists.   John 
Early explored the art of creating mandalas using 
watercolors, and Bruce Orr, founder of the MudEye 
Puppet Company, taught teachers how to make 
puppets using recycled materials.  
      Within weeks of these workshops, students’ 
beautiful artwork appeared on bulletin boards 
and creative clay pieces became gifts for parents. 
The St. Helens School District recently received 
the “Starburst Award” by Young Audiences for its 
continued dedicated work in the area of arts.

     On February 15, Lewis & Clark 
teacher Noydena Williams at-
tended a technology conference 
in Portland where she met Kevin 

Honeycutt, one of the session presenters. 
Honeycutt’s session explained new trends in 
education as the children of today become 
more advanced users of technology.   
     When teachers shared what technology 
they use in their classrooms, Williams struck 
up a conversation with Honeycutt about how 
she uses a classroom performance system, 
commonly called “clickers.”  A clicker 
system provides instant feedback to students 
and teachers, graphs results and allows 
teachers to refl ect on data provided in a 
variety of reports.
       After that discussion, Honeycutt ex-
tended her an invitation to present at the 
Podstock 2010 conference in Kansas in 
mid-July.  
     Williams is excited to help other teachers 
learn how to incorporate remote response 
systems in their classrooms.  Her presenta-
tion, “Click into Learning,” will focus on how 
teachers can use a clicker system to en-
gage students, allow for student collabora-
tion and support student assessment.  
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McBride welcomes parents, new 
students during kindergarten 
open house

CCEC students create art for 
local bus company

CCEC artists chillin‛ on the bus

Boynton prepared to 
blast off for space 
camp

Astronaut Stanley Love and Con-
gressman David Wu surprised Miles 
Boynton, a Columbia City sixth-
grader, and the rest of the students 

and staff with a visit on June 2.  Their mission: 
to announce that Boynton had been selected 
as the recipient of one of three space camp 
scholarships available to students from the fi rst 
congressional district of Oregon.
Boynton will participate in a fi ve-day mission 
exploring the solar system, building rockets and 
learning about the massive machines that lift 
the space shuttle into orbit.  In addition, he will 
learn about the international space station 
and examine the effects of space travel on the 
human body. 
Boynton’s winning essay also earned him an 
overnight trip to the Museum of Flight at Boeing 
Field in Seattle for a simulated space mission at 
the Challenger Learning Center.
During the special assembly, Love also shared 
amazing video of his own trip into space, 
including a spacewalk while orbiting more 
than 200 miles above earth.   Students saw 
footage of the space shuttle docking with the 
space station, learned details about life in zero 
gravity and received answers to a multitude 
of questions.  Students were encouraged by 

the story of persis-
tence shared by 
Love, a Eugene 
native, who was 
turned down 
eight times before 
being accepted 
into NASA’s space 
program.     

 Hundreds of smiling faces graced 
the halls of McBride Elementary School 
as moms, dads, grandparents and 
incoming kindergartners attended 
the kindergarten open house in May.  

Parents and incoming students moved through 
stations to become familiar with the school.  
Kindergarten, PE and music teachers, along with 
the counselor and administrators, were on hand 
to meet families, answer questions and supervise activities.  
 Students and parents took a short bus ride to help the students 
become comfortable with riding the bus to school.  Students also had a 
chance to play on the playground and participate in a typical PE activ-
ity in the gym.  Families walked through kindergarten classrooms and 
planted sunfl ower seeds; when the plant is tall, students will know it’s 
time to go to school. 
 Principal Karla Thompson shared information about registration 
and urged families to register kindergartners as soon as possible.  The 
sooner registration is completed, the smoother the transition is in Sep-
tember.  
  

Graduates Caitlyn Munger, Alisha 
Haresnape, and Heather Spears 
appreciate high school friendships

Oregon Writer‛s Festival par-
ticipants Alyssa Olsen, Ryan Ward, 
Arejonna Bowen, Amy Sumsion, 
Jarrett Boynton, Miles Boynton
Alex Christiansen, Abby 
Burgbacher, Sarah Hueni, and Alex 
Coburn

Outdoor School 2010     
Stocking cap and protective 
glasses on, Alyssa Enyart is 
ready for water testing at 
Camp Trickle Creek

Top in the Nation! Writers 
Bethany Barnett and Melanie 
Naillon were winners of the 
Promising Writer Award 

     In April, CCEC art 
students participated 
in Columbia 
County 
Rider’s Art 

on the Bus project, 
coordinated by Henry 
Heimuller.  The project, 
now in its second year, 
focused on historic St. 
Helens.
     Students re-
searched local his-
tory with help from R.J. 
Brown of the local historical soci-
ety.   Brown hosted a lecture at 
the Chamber of Commerce using 
local historical photos and memo-
rabilia.  Students also learned 
about life in St. Helens in the 

1800’s, including occupations, re-
sources, wildlife, infl uential people 

and downtown 
buildings. 
     Based on their 
research, students 
in conjunction 
with a graphic 
arts company will 
create decals 
that will cover a 
CC Rider bus. The 
decorated bus 
should be on the 

road this summer.   As a reward 
for their efforts, CC Rider provided 
the class with transportation and 
admission to the Portland Zoo, 
where they sketched some of the 
fl ora and fauna.  


