
Dear Parents and 
Guardians,  
 
We are excited to have 
580 students at St Hel-
ens Middle School this 
year. What a full 
house!  Our eighth 
grade WEB Leaders
(Where Everybody Be-
longs) did an out-
standing job welcoming 
our seventh graders. 
We had 56 WEB Lead-
ers and three addi-
tional “A-Team” Lead-
ers who were helpers 
to Mr. Robitz and Ms. 
Krabenhoft (our teach-
ers who deserve credit 
for implementing 

WEB).  
This program helps 
students get ac-
quainted with the 
school, staff, proce-
dures and classes and 
also provides seventh 
graders with an eighth 
grade mentor or WEB 
Leader.  
 
At SHMS we use a 
Positive Behavior Sup-
port System, or PBS. 
Through this program 
we emphasize three 
basic rules: be safe, 
be respectful and be 
responsible. School 
rules are taught in 
classes through les-
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sons called “teach-tos”. 
When students go out 
of their way to be kind 
or do what is right, we 
recognize their positive 
behavior through a 
“Gotcha” ticket. This 
ticket can be turned in 
in the main office for a 
reward.  
 
Also, we value your 
involvement as parents 
through our Parent 
Partners group. In or-
der to best assess your 
availability and interest 
in volunteering and 
helping out, I’ve cre-
ated a brief survey that 

(Continued on page 2) 

This year the district has implemented district-wide late start days to allow for 
staff collaboration and development.  The late start days will fall on the sec-
ond Wednesday of every month.  Our first late start  is Wednesday, Septem-
ber 10th.  Middle School doors open at 10:15 and classes start at 10:30.  
Busses will run on the same routes, only two hours later.  School will dismiss 
as usual, at 3:00pm. 
 
Remaining late-starts for the 08/09 school year:  Oct. 8th, Nov. 12th, Dec. 
10th, Jan. 14th, Feb. 11th, Mar. 11th, April 8th, and May 13th. 
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We would like to invite all parents to our 
Back to School Night which will be held 
on Tuesday, September 23rd at 
6:30pm.   
 
The purpose of this evening is for parents 
to briefly meet their student’s teachers 
and gain some general information re-
garding their classes.  There won’t be 
time for individual conferences on this 
night, but please e-mail or call your stu-
dent’s teachers with any questions or con-
cerns. 
 
At the end of the evening, there will be a 
brief meeting for those parents and 8th 
grade students who are interested in a 
June Washington D.C. trip. 

School Picture Day 
 

Wednesday, September 10th.  
 

A picture packet was sent home with your 
student.  Picture re-takes are scheduled for 
October 27th.   
 
 

ber 12th.   
Thank you for your continued 
support.  I look forward to 
seeing you on the 23rd at 
Back to School Night! 
 
Sincerely,  
Joanna Rau 

can be accessed through our 
new website under “Parent 
Information.”  Please take a 
few minutes to answer three 
questions. The survey will be 
ready on or before Septem-

(Continued from page 1) 

form to ensure that you 
have received the hand-
book.  If you haven’t done 
so already, please take a 
few minutes to go over the 
handbook with your stu-
dent and have them return 
the signed form.   

Student Handbooks have 
recently been distributed 
and explained to all stu-
dents during class.  These 
books contain essential 
information about expecta-
tions of, and opportunities 
for, students.  Included in 
the handbook is a reply 

Student Handbooks 

Back to School Night 
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Be watching for your student to bring home 
a fund-raiser packet the week of Sept. 22nd.  
Money made during the fund-raiser supports 
a host of fun, school-wide activities, from 
assemblies and field trips to special class 
projects and speakers.   
 
Thank you for your help in supporting our 
school! 

The first dance of the school 
year will take place on Friday, 
September 19th from 3:10-
4:30pm.  Tickets will go on 
sale the morning of the dance 
($3.50 in advance, $4.00 at 
the door).   
 
After school dances begin at 
3:10.  Students need to line 
up on the sidewalk in front of 
the building doors which lead 
to the cafeteria.  They should 
bring all backpacks, books 
and coats with them.  The 
music room will be available 
to store those items during 
the dance; students will not 
be able to go back to their 
lockers.  Concessions will be 
available for sale during the 
dance.   
 
The dance will end promptly 
at 4:30pm.  Students need to 
arrange ahead of time for 
their ride home; they will not 
be allowed to use the office 
phones to call home.     
 
Please take a moment to re-
view SHMS dance rules: 

BE SAFE 
• Keep hands, feet and ob-

jects to yourself. 
• Walk at all times-unless 

you are dancing! 
• No mosh dancing. 
• Do not throw objects.  
• No students admitted who 

are under the influence of 
anything except having 
fun! 

 
BE RESPECTFUL 
• Use good manners when 

entering or exiting the 
dance area. 

• Wait your turn in line.  
• When dismissed from 

school, go directly to the 
dance, do not leave 
school then attempt to 
return. 

• Use “G” rated language. 
• Dress appropriately, using 

school-wide dress codes -  
excessive cleavage, ex-
posed undergarments, 
hats and face painting will 
not be allowed. 

• No dirty dancing, includ-
ing “spooning.” 

 

BE RESPONSIBLE 
• Remain in selected dance 

area until you are ready to 
leave, then leave-NO RE-
ADMITTANCE to the 
dance once you leave. 

• Follow adult directions. 
No students having Major 
referrals in the past week 
allowed in. 

• No guests allowed. 
• Clean up after yourself. 
• Leave in an orderly fash-

ion when released. 
 

School Fundraiser 

Back to School Dance 

First Student Bus Co. 
 
If you have any questions about your stu-
dent’s bus route, please call First Student 
at: 

503-366-3578 
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SHMS 

Parents, a reminder to help 
you as you and your student
(s) set academic goals this 
year, is that of establishing 
the goal of regular and punc-
tual attendance. Below are 
excerpts from the student 
handbook related to the State 
of Oregon and School District 
policies. We encourage you 
to familiarize yourselves with 
the policies and help your 
student(s) maintain regular 
school attendance, being 
aware of when they need to 
legitimately be absent, and 
when they are approaching 
truancy. As regular atten-
dance is a habit employers 
will look for in the future, and 
a key to success in school, 
setting up that habit at an 
early age will ensure the best 
possibilities for academic 
success for your student(s). 
We will be using a call home 
system that will inform you of 
when your child has had any 
unexcused absences. You 
may also check absences on 

the Parent Assist portion of 
the district web site.  

Thank you.  

Mr. Carvalho,  
Assistant Principal. 
 

ATTENDANCE AND AB-
SENCES 
Students who are ill or who 
have had a fever within the 
past twenty-four hours should 
not be sent to school.  Guide-
lines for determining when to 
keep students home: 

• Fever of 100*F or higher 
• Vomiting 
• Diarrhea, or stomach vi-
ruses 
• Coughing that produces 
green mucous secretion 
• Sore throat accompanied 
by fever and fatigue 
• Red or crusting eyes 
 
If a child is not going to be in 
school, please call at the 
soonest opportunity; your call 

will save our staff time. Ac-
cording to ORS.339.065, ex-
cused absences include: 
 
EXCUSED ABSENCES 
• Student illness 
• Family emergency 
• Medical appointments 
• Court appearances 
• Funerals 
School sponsored activities 

 
All other absences are con-
sidered unexcused.  Upon 
return the student has three 
days to present a signed note 
to the attendance secretary in 
order to excuse the absence. 
Students having unexcused 
absences will be allowed to 
complete class assignments.  
Credit will be awarded at the 
discretion of teachers.  They 
may also be assigned conse-
quences that may include de-
tentions or In-School Suspen-
sions. 
 

Attendance Policies 
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and sports fee are turned in 
to the school office.  These 
must be completed before the 
first game in order for your 
student to participate.   

Cross Country, Football and 
Volleyball practices are in full 
swing.  We have a great turn-
out and anticipate great sea-
sons!  Schedules are being 
finalized and will be out soon.  
Check the school website for 
the most up-to-date informa-
tion. 
 
If you haven’t already done 
so, please make sure your 
student’s athletic paperwork 

Trojan Sports 



The St. Helens Middle School library 
offers three different ways you can 
help support literacy at the school.  
These on-going fundraisers are used 
to buy new library books and materials 
throughout the year to keep our col-
lection as current and in as good con-
dition as possible.   
Here’s how you can help: 
1. Save all General Mills “Box Tops 

for Education” labels that are 
found on most General Mills prod-
ucts.  Students and/or parents can 
bring box tops into the library for 
collection. 

2. Recycle your old printer ink car-
tridges at the middle school li-
brary.  We receive money for recy-
cling them. 

3. Got a new cell phone?  We’ll take 
the old one and recycle it for 
money as well.  Most people don’t 
know what to do with an old cell 
phone.  Spread the word that we 
will take it and buy new books with 
the funds we receive. 

Each of these “fundraisers” is an easy 
way for parents, neighbors and friends 
to help support literacy at St. Helens 
Middle School.  Thanks for your sup-
port! 

Schedule of Events 

• Sept. 10 - Late Start (classes start at 
10:30) 

• Sept. 10 - School Picture Day 

• Sept. 11 - Site Council (3:10) 

• Sept. 19 - Back to School Dance (3:00-
4:30) 

• Sept. 22 - School Fundraiser begins 

• Sept. 22 - School Board Meeting (6:30) 

• Sept. 23 - Back to School Night (6:30) 

• Sept. 25 - ELL Parent Night (6:00 @ 
Lewis & Clark) 

• Sept. 26 - Fall Sports Pictures (3:15) 

• October 8 -  Late Start 

• October 10 - No School 

 

Library $$$ 
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English Language Learners Parent Night  
 

You are invited to attend the following meeting for par-
ents/guardians of students in an English language devel-
opment program: 
 

Date:  THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 25, 2008  
Time:   6:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. 
Location: Lewis & Clark Elementary School  
  Cafeteria 
   111 S. 9th St. 
  St. Helens, OR 97051 
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