
Senior Projects Develop Skills, Responsibility, Community 

Perhaps Newt Acker said it best in his senior project presentation when he 
stated, “I learned that being responsible is a big responsibility”. 

 Learning to take responsibility is exactly the sort of experience the State of 
Oregon had in mind when including “extended application” in the new diploma 
requirements. 

 While St. Helens High School created the curriculum for the senior projects class, 
student success would not have been possible without the help of the community.  
Every senior was required to have a mentor that helped them formulate, execute, and 
evaluate their projects. 

 Next year’s seniors are encouraged to begin thinking about their own senior 
project.  Students can design or improve a product, service or system; plan and 
organize an event or activity; or learn, present and demonstrate knowledge of an 
advanced skill. 

 Projects should clearly connect to students’ career aspirations or exploration.  
The extended application activity should also demonstrate evidence of a sufficient 
investment of time and effort, approximately 20-30 hours, depending on the nature of 
the project. 

 Class time may be split between participating in classroom lessons and engaging 
in off-campus activities such as conferring with community mentors and completing 
research. 

 During the last month of the course students present their work to a panel of 
adults.  Students are encouraged to use PowerPoint, overheads, videos or pictures as 
part of their presentation. 

 Parents can help students navigate the process of completing the senior project 
in several ways.  They can suggest topics and point out student talents and strengths 
because they know their children best.  Parents can also help identify family friends and 
community members whom they believe would be great mentors. 

 Finally, parents can encourage students not to procrastinate throughout the 
semester.  One of the most common reflections shared by seniors was that they had 
waited too long to get started. 


