
St Helens School District #502 
Board of Directors Meeting 

April 23, 2007 

The District School Board of School District #502, Columbia County, Oregon convened 
a meeting at 6:30 in the Loo Wit Room of the St. Helens High School of the District, 
County and State on April 23, 2007. 
 
Board Members Present Were: 

Nathan Helwig 
Jana Mann 
Terri Burns 
Tim Lammers 
Patricia Adams, Superintendent 
Adam Stewart, Director of Facilities and Operations 
Brett Williams, Executive Assistant 

 
Mr. Helwig called the meeting to order at 6:30 with the flag salute. 
 
He reminded those present that the board meets in public as required by 
law. There is a time provided for public comment.  During that time 
people will be recognized to address the board.  To be recognized visitors 
should complete a card and pass it to the recorder.   
 
Rebecca Wallace shared concerns about senior portfolios which are 
required by Oregon Law.  She was concerned that the high school knew 
about the requirement in January, but CCEC students were not notified 
until recently (approximately one week ago).  
 
Tonya Edwards asked the board if they felt the air quality assessment 
which was completed at the middle school and high school was 
sufficient.  She felt that the number of rooms which are in the buildings 
compared with the number of rooms tested was not a good ratio.   
 
Mr. Stewart responded that the company used completed a baseline 
assessment.  Ms. Edwards asked if he felt all rooms should be tested.  Mr. 
Stewart did not feel it was necessary.  Mrs. Burns added that air quality 
testing is done, in standard testing, based on the percentage of air 
turnover. 
 
Ms. Edwards stated that she has been told it smells like a sewer in there 
and that teacher light candles to cover the smell. 
 
Charles Arthur, executive Director of the Arthur Academy, shared 
information about the history of the Arthur Academy.  He reviewed that 
an application was submitted in response to a group of local parents.  
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There has been work to open the school in the Fall of 2007.  There have 
been 3 classes filled and they are working on a 3rd grade classroom now.  
He feels the charter school is a good option to the district’s schools and 
will help crowding issues.  They are now ready to further the plan to open 
this fall.  They are interested in purchasing or leasing the Yankton building.  
He requested that the board reconsider their decision to continue leasing 
the property to a private school. 
 
John Liljegren, chief Operating Officer for Arthur Academy, commented 
that he understands there may be issues with the reversionary clause in 
the deed for the Yankton property.  He further requested reviewing all 
options and to apply district policies to making a decision for the future of 
the Yankton property. 
 
Erin Salisbury urged the board to consider helping the Arthur Academy 
with a location because the community and parents want it and it is a 
great option.   
 
Mr. Lammers asked about the lottery process for the school.  Mrs. Salisbury 
responded that when one student is accepted, other children in that 
family are automatically offered a spot in the academy.  She further 
added that she liked the neighborhood school configuration and being 
able to view the academy’s curriculum. 
 
Mr. Lammers noted that she stated she liked neighborhood school and 
also noted that she liked the Arthur Academy.  He asked if the district 
returns to neighborhood schools in the next year or so, where she would 
stand.  Mrs. Salisbury answered that she was impressed with the curriculum 
and administration of the academy. 
 
Scott Daly shared his excitement that his son has been accepted into the 
academy.  He urged the board to reconsider the leasing option for the 
Yankton property and cited the board policy LBE that priority should be 
given to a public school.  He also noted that schools are crowded and 
noted that some relief would be given to the school district schools when 
the academy opens.  He also noted polices KA/KAA and stated that a 
spirit of community and cooperation would come from providing a 
location for the academy. 
 
Russell Hanf shared an analogy of the district adopting a child by 
adopting the academy.  He further equated that a room with 5 beds has 
been given to a neighbor child when the district’s child is without a bed. 
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Genet Smiens, board president of the Columbia County Christian Schools, 
thanked the Board and the Arthur Academy.  She clarified that there 
have been no offers made to the Christian School and no contact has 
been made following notification of the termination of their lease at a 
previous board meeting.  She also clarified that there is a public school on 
the premises from the ESD.  That school and their students existed prior to 
CCCS leasing the building.  She pleaded that there not be an “us vs. 
them” situation created and give the school board the respect they are 
due. 
 
Robert Lucas was present to answer questions of the board about a 
request to vacate property across from Lewis & Clark School.  He 
responded that that law requires all abutting property owners and 2/3 of 
surrounding owners legally need to agree to the vacation of a property. 
 
Consent Agenda 
Mr. Lammers moved to approve the consent agenda items 3.2 through 3.9 
and Mrs. Mann seconded the motion.  The motion carried unanimously.  

3.1 Minutes of Work Session- April 9, 2007 
3.2  Human Resources Report-April 2007 
3.3  General Fund Revenue & Expenditure Report 
3.4 General Fund Revenue & Expenditure Projection 
3.5 Estimate of State and School Support for 2006-07 School Year 
3.6 Student Enrollment /Attendance Information 
3.7 Accident Report – March 2007 

 
Mr. Lammers expressed concern about clarification and corrections 
needed in the minutes of the March 19, 2007 meeting.  Those minutes will 
be reviewed and presented at a later meeting for approval. 
 
Special Recognition 
Tim Graham, principal from McBride Elementary, presented a certificate 
of achievement to Abigail Austin. 
 
Reports and Discussion 
 
SB 318 – Student Achievement Funding 
Judith Custy, Curriculum Director, presented information on the intent of 
legislation for designation of funds to advance student achievement from 
the State of Oregon.  This grant funding can be used for early childhood 
programs, class size reduction in grades K-3, summer school and 
before/after school programs, mentoring, teacher retention, remediation, 
alternative programs, curriculum and instruction support, and literacy 
programs. 
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Criteria for decisions on where this funding can be used will be greatest 
needs, greatest strategic impact, demonstrated needs in areas not 
funded through other sources, and continuation of effective programs. 
 
Proposed initiatives include literacy remediation at the middle school, a 
summer program, and several other projects. 
 
Mr. Lammers asked if there is a sunset clause.  Ms. Custy responded that it 
is tied to the biennium budget, so it can be assumed that the funds will 
only be designated for that term. 
 
District Communication Plan 
Mrs. Adams shared that a communication is being developed and 
suggested that a date be set for the board to develop a communication 
plan for the board which will be part of the district plan.  There was 
consensus that the board would like a half day which includes any new 
board members.  The week of May 21st is a target week for a planning 
retreat for the communication plan.  As a second option the week of 
June 18th with Wednesday’s being preferred was suggested. 
 
District Surveys 
Links to surveys for parents, staff, and students to share their perceptions of 
the district have been distributed.  The information will be used to help in 
developing school improvement plans.  It will be an indicator of strengths 
and areas for improvement in schools.  The survey for parents is on the 
district website and will be available through May 4th. 
 
Mrs. Mann asked about sports survey.  Mrs. Adams responded that April 30 
through May 4th will be a time that parents and students involved in sports 
can share opinions about winter sports. 
 
Bond Facility Plan 
Mrs. Burns presented summary information on the bond.  32% of 
respondents in the post-bond survey shared that they felt it was the cost 
that prevented the bond from passing.  18% felt there was lack of trust in 
the district, 9% felt it was too much at one time.  
 
46% felt that there was more information needed before proceeding with 
re-introducing the bond.  Setting the cost lower or doing it in stages was 
supported by 13%.  9% felt the bond should be tried again as it was 
previously introduced.   
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Mrs. Burns shared that a district communication plan should be 
developed.  It was also apparent that there is a request for neighborhood 
schools.  These two are in the works.  She recommended that a facilities 
team be reconvened in May of 2007 to determine how to introduce a 
bond and what it will contain in November of 2007. 
 
Mrs. Adams reminded everyone that the architects will need to be 
consulted to reassess the inflationary costs.  Mrs. Burns volunteered to 
coordinate the first meeting.  If anyone is interested in serving on the 
committee they can contact Mrs. Burns, Mr. Stewart, or the district office.  
Mr. Helwig encouraged a core of previous team members, but a fresh 
look and approach from new members would be great.  Mrs. Burns would 
like to target 15-20 members on the team. 
 
The first meeting will be May 22, 2007 at 6:30 at the district office. 
 
ACTION ITEMS 
 
Approval of Field Trip 
Jay Groom requested that the board approve a field trip for the high 
school physics class.  The trip has taken place for the past several years.  
The physics class goes to California and studies the physics of roller 
coasters, cable cars, and other areas.  The trip will take place May 2 
through May 6.  The trip is funded though donations and student 
contributions.  There will be 6 students this year.  Normally approximately 
20 students participate.  The board members requested a presentation at 
a future meeting. 
 

Mr. Lammers moved and Mrs. Burns seconded the motion to 
approve the high school physics class to take a physics field trip to 
California.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 
Third reading of policy sections D,E,F,G 

Mrs. Mann moved and Mrs. Burns seconded the motion to adopt 
policy sections D,E,F, and G.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 
First reading of policy sections H, I 
 There were no changes recommended.  The second reading will 
occur at the next meeting. 
 
Correspondence 
All correspondence on the agenda was acknowledged. 
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Mrs. Burns requested that all e-mails be posted on the web site along with 
any responses.  The issue will be discussed during the communication 
workshop. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:53 p.m. 
 
 
 
         
Board Chair     Superintendent 
 


