
St Helens School District #502 
Board of Directors Meeting 

February 26, 2007 

The District School Board of School District #502, Columbia County, Oregon 
convened a regular meeting at 6:30 in the Loo Wit room of St. Helens High School 
of the District, County and State on February 26, 2007. 
 
Those present were: 

David Morrisson 
Nathan Helwig 
Jana Mann 
Terri Burns 
Tim Lammers 
Adam Stewart, Dir. Operations & Facilities 
Judith Custy, Dir. Curriculum & Instruction 
Brett Williams, Executive Assistant 

 
Other present were: 
Larry Grant 
Dennis Tiede 
Kathie Koket 
Sandi Curelo 
Debbie Wells 
Darryl Swan, Press 
Gin Birkle 
Lori Thompson 
Midny Sass 
Ted Hirning 
Jessica Tarrence 
Richard Matthews 
Tim Graham 

Jerry Meadows 
Bob Craig 
Midge Lee 
Scott Curtis 
Molly bailey 
Douglas Weaver 
Larry Reaney 
Emily McCoy 
Annette McCoy 
Michelle Tullock 
Diana Peterson 
Telka Peterson 
April Bamburg, Press 

Ed Leader 
Rick Wahlstrum 
Tawnya Edwards 
Tonya Arnold 
Judy Valpiani 
Brian Heinze 
Colleen Grogan 
Chris Robits 
Boyd Ruby 
Erin Salisbury 
Mary McCartney 
Betsy Miller-Jones 
Bruce Shoemaker

 
The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. followed by the flag salute. 
 
Public Comment on Non-Agenda Items 
Mindy Sass was present as a representative from the Arthur Academy.  She 
reported that the academy currently has 30 registered for Kindergarten, 21 for 
1st grade, 28 for 2nd grade.  There will be a limit of 25 students for class size.  
There will be a lottery for the grade with higher registration.  They are please 
with the turn out at the informational sessions and the support for the academy. 
 
Richard Matthews questioned what the role of the Arthur academy and the 
board is.  He attended the information session. 
 



Mr. Morrisson responded that right now the relationship is that the Arthur 
Academy has been granted a charter as a charter school.  That is as far as the 
formal relationship extends at this time.  Mr. Stewart added that the Arthur 
Academy has expressed interest in purchasing the property in the past, but 
there have not been any discussions between the district and academy. 
 
Mr. Matthews feels that the public is seeing that the board is merely going 
through the motion, and the decision has already been made. 
 
Mr. Morrisson said that it will probably be sold, but that has not been decided at 
this point. 
 
Mr. Matthews questioned if the Christian School would be given the first right of 
refusal. 
 
Mr. Morrisson responded that several options have been explored and that it 
has been on the table for sometime.  Most likely if there is a plan to sell, it will be 
a plan that will ensure any interested parties will have equal opportunity to 
participate in the process. 
 
Mr. Matthews inquired what the board has done, such as researching federal 
programs which may support renovation.  Mrs. Burns responded that the largest 
problem with bringing the school on line is that the operating costs are too large 
for a small school of approximately 100 students.   It does not make sense and 
is not a good use of resources to operate a school at a significantly larger per-
student expense as compared to other schools. 
 
Mrs. Mann commented that the way the Arthur Academy’s ad is worded gives 
an impression that the school district is almost a partner with the academy and 
it does not address a location.   
 
Mr. Helwig added to the discussion that everything has been discussed in open 
meetings.  
 
Mrs. Burns requested that any specific things that may help dispel the rumors 
that the board is not operating above board be shared.   
 
Mr. Matthews responded that he did not have any suggestions other than being 
cautious about how things are worded and presented though the newspapers. 
 
Mr. Morrisson responded that it is easy to accuse someone of not being above 
board.  It is very difficult to prove that everything has been above board.   
 
Mr. Matthews felt that it was easy to change how things are presented, and if 
the board does not change anything it would be operating in the same manner 
as previous boards even though he acknowledged that things are different. 



 
Mr. Morrisson disagreed that there should be a change in operations because 
everything has been discussed in open meetings, many options have been 
considered over a very lengthy period of time, and the board is obligated with 
making decisions which are in the best interest of the district. 
 
Mrs. Sass responded that the academy opened pre-registration without a 
location because the school board wanted numbers and they wanted to give 
very accurate figures.  They are sponsored by the school board as required by 
law in the charter agreement between the two bodies. 
 
Tawnya Edwards came forward to inquire about an air quality assessment 
which was completed.  She had inquired previously about the presence of mold 
in the middle school. 
 
Mr. Stewart responded that a company, PBS, had just submitted the results 
today and there were no concerns of “fungal particulate.”  This analysis was 
conducted at the middle and high schools. 
 
Consent Agenda 
The items on the consent agenda were: 

• Minutes of  Regular Meeting – January 22, 2007 
• Minutes of Work Session – February 12, 2007 
• Human Resources Report 
• General Fund Revenue & Expenditure Report 
• General Fund Revenue & Expenditure Projection 
• Estimate of State and School Support for 2006-07 School Year 
• School Nutrition Fund Report 
• Student Enrollment/Attendance Information 
• Accident Report – January 2007 

 
Mrs. Burns asked what the status was on the costs of identified repairs.  Mr. 
Stewart answered that the numbers are coming in, but not all have been 
completed.  He hopes to have it ready to present at the next work session. 
 
Mrs. Burns also asked about how reserve funds are used in other districts.  Mr. 
Stewart plans to also have that information at the next work session. 
 

Mr. Helwig moved and Mrs. Mann seconded the motion to accept the 
items on the consent agenda.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 
Recognition 
Betsy Miller-Jones presented the Board of Directors with a plaque for 
recognition in honor of their leadership and dedication to on-going training.  The 
award for “Outstanding Board Achievement” is one which Mr. Morrisson 



commented was not a goal as members enrolled in workshops, but was a result 
of genuine desire to be the best board members they can be through training. 
 
Ed Leader gave recognition and thanks to Portland Community College for the 
donation of 300 computers which have been used to improve technology 
access and instruction for students. 
 
Mr. Chris Robitz presented a certificate of recognition to Shelby Hart.  Shelby is 
an 8th grader that has been very dedicated to community service in the Builder’s 
Club at the middle school.  He constant attendance and dedication to 
community and school improvement is admirable. 
 
Eric Redding was acknowledge for his enthusiasm in school activities and 
leadership in raising funds, canned food and other support for numerous 
charitable organizations.  Eric has made the middle school a better place by his 
participation. 
 
Tim Graham recognized Woody Davis for going above and beyond by donating 
his time and resources.  Mr. Davis has volunteered time training staff as well as 
donating funds to create “Book Boxes” which are used to inspire reading and 
increase literacy for students at McBride. 
 
James Taylor was acknowledged by Brian Heinze for his outstanding character.  
He is a scholar athlete and has also been appointed to West Point.  His 
academic, athletic and personal achievements are remarkable. 
 
ASB Officer’s Report 
Molly Bailey updated the board on activities at the high school.  Recently a Red 
Cross blood drive was conducted.  There will be a “Star Search” at the school 
for skits, dances, and vocal performances this week.  
 
Auditor’s Report 
Larry Grant from Grove, Mueller & Swank presented a report resulting from an 
audit.  There were no negative findings.  Some issues were shared in a separate 
letter although they are not required to be reported.   
 
Recommended changes: 

• The consent agenda should be listed in the board minutes. 
• A separate person should be designated for adding new vendor from the 

person who authorizes payments. 
• Using blanket purchase orders as opposed to repetition of requisitions for 

similar purchases. 
• Ensure that information is reported to the state accurately. 
• Some timesheets were missing the appropriate supervisor’s signature.  

That process may need reviewed. 
 



Mr. Morrisson commented that the report is required by law, but also makes 
good business sense to ensure that a fresh set of eyes is reviewing the controls. 
 
Literacy Committee (K-6) 
This week marks Dr. Suess’ Birthday and Read Across America.  Committee 
members from McBride and Lewis & Clark presented a report on activities and 
dedication to setting a foundation of literacy in grades K-5 through a poem in 
honor of Dr. Suess. 
 
Ted Hirning from Columbia City School presented an update on Literacy at their 
school.  The school has adopted standards for reading which align with the 
district, county and state standards for reading instruction.  REWARDS is a 
research based program that helps student increase literacy through decoding 
words and other strategies. 
 
The Lewis & Clark team members returned to share their building goal and how 
they are accomplishing that goal to also meet the district goal.  Like the other 
buildings, they have designated staff development as well as instructional tools 
for their targeted areas of improvement. 
 
Sandi Curelo is in her first year as a literacy coach at McBride.  She applauded 
the work of her colleagues at the other schools in their dedication to the hard 
work of aligning literacy curriculum in the district.  McBride is closing in on their 
goals for the current year though the work of the teachers, literacy team and 
their administrators.   
 
High School Elective Programs 
Mr. Heinze reported on plans to improve the elective options at St. Helens High 
School for the next school year.  This plan is in response to concern that there 
are not adequate options in elective courses. 
 
There was a survey of students conducted to find the interests of students.  
Courses considered were increasing of AP courses, German, Senior Project, PE 
courses, and others.  As a result there were classes added for the second term 
of the current school year.  These courses are a two period online credit 
recovery, college writing, ELL, and a pilot of the senior project class. 
 
Courses which staff has recommended are pre-engineering II, world history, 
street law, surviving college, reading academy, ESL, credit recovery, college 
writing, and senior project.   Mr. Heinze noted that some of these course would 
come with and additional cost to operate and staff.  Additionally, Language Arts 
10 will become a full year course. 
 
Community Bond Survey 
Bruce Shoemaker from ActiDyne presented the results from the telephone 
portion of the community survey regarding the Fall 2006 bond.   



 
4% of those surveyed were not registered voters.  There were 420 households 
that completed the survey.   
 
On a 1 to 5 scale the means score was 3.4 for an overall rating.  This shows an 
increase from the last survey in 2004.  There were not major changes in ratings 
of how the district is doing in specific areas, such as athletics, art, etc.  
 
There were almost the same percentages from the 2004 survey which support a 
neighborhood school configuration.  The largest group supported making the 
change in the next school year. 
 
There was increase in positive reactions to the question from 14 to 34%.  This is 
determined by the perceived response by those conducting the survey. 
 
Most general comments centered around overcrowding and community growth.  
Mr. Shoemaker gleaned that most people who were negative had responses 
regarding inadequate use of current resources. 
 
Reasons people felt the bond did not pass included lack of information and 
underutilizing current resources. 
 
There was approximately 68% which supported a reintroduction of the bond.  
54% felt it should be reintroduced in May 2007.  23% felt is should be 
introduced with changes and 17% felt it should not be put forward again. 
 
People responded that they would like to get their information from a 
Newsletter.  In 2004 respondents noted that they look for information in the 
newsletter as a third option. 
 
55% people responded that they would be interested in attending open houses 
to get information. 
 
Mr. Shoemaker felt that there were threads of people saying they did not have 
enough information as well as indications that there was too much being sought 
at one time. 
 
Mrs. Burns asked if the demographics changed significantly between the 2004 
and 2007 surveys.  Mr. Shoemaker did not see any significant changes. 
 
It was agreed that the executive summary would be made available to the public 
on the district website. 
 
As board members come up with questions, they should be posted on the 
SB502 email list.  Adam will compile the questions and seek answers from Mr. 
Shoemaker. 



 
The staff survey and web survey information will be presented in a separate 
report to keep the data distinct.  The web survey will be offered through Friday, 
March 2. 
 
There was general feeling that things were progressing toward being positive.  
 
Assessed Value of Yankton Property 
A detailed assessment was completed which resulted in the property being 
valued at 15-20 per square foot.   That brings the value to $430,000-575,000.  
They felt the likely market selling price would be $500,000. 
 
Mr. Morrisson requested that the sale of the property be on a future agenda. 
 
There are options as to how the property can be sold.  A realtor sale, an auction, 
closed bid auction with a minimum price are some of the options. 
 
Mrs. Burns requested information on the next steps - acknowledging that a 
lease is expiring with the Christian School.   
 
Mrs. Mann expressed concern about the board appearing to be tossing the 
Christian School out because of a little bit of cash.  She inquired who would be 
talking to the Christian School.  Mr. Stewart speaks with them frequently. 
 
Action Items 

Mr. Helwig moved and Mrs. Mann seconded the motion to adopt the 
revised policy sections A, B and C.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 
Correspondence 
The board is in receipt of an e-mail from Mrs. Diana Peterson regarding the 
district calendar. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:01 p.m. 
 
 
 
         
Board Chair     Superintendent 
 
 
 
 


