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St Helens School District #502 
Board of Directors Meeting 

January 22, 2007 

The District School Board of School District #502, Columbia County, Oregon 
convened a regular meeting at 6:30 in the Loo Wit room of St. Helens High School 
of the District, County and State on January 22, 2007. 
 
Those present were: 

David Morrisson 
Nathan Helwig 
Jana Mann 
Terri Burns 
Tim Lammers 
Patricia Adams, Superintendent 
Adam Stewart, Dir. Facilities and Operations 
Brett Williams, Executive Assistant 

 
Others Present:
Jacob Brumbles 
Tim Cully 
Douglas Weaver 
Bobby Dortch 
Susan Strouf 
Aprille Thompson 
Sean Traster 
Richard Matthews 
Tiersa Helwig 
Joe Cyr 
Sam Gaebel 
Darcy Rourk 
Steven Dries 
Lizz Shumaker 
Falecia Gaston 
Shawn Sanford 
Blake Smith 
Emily Riley 
Raychel Grey 
Joleen Weaver 
Jon Hunt 
Brandon Booth 
Jake Epperly 
Charles Amaral 
Chelsie Seuseubach 
Andrew Bailey 
Brittney Flom 

Cathy Carson 
Darla Meeuwsen 
Judy Valpiani 
Boyd Ruby 
Lori Thompson 
Chris Scheuermann 
Liz Noelcke 
Jesse Sederburg 
Andrew McGilvra 
Tonya Arnold 
Donna Beeler 
Jennifer Wentworth 
Sandi Curelo 
Michelle Tullock 
Lauren Twilleger 
Kimber Rightley 
Erica Batterson 
Emily Malorie 
Cassandra Carver 
Kaylea Watkins 
Kelsey Bartlett 
Amy Jauron 
Jerry Meadows 
Jon Franco 
Bob Kunders 
Tim Graham 
Scott Curtis 
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Joanna Rau 
Kelsey Johnson 
Erin Salisbury 
Tawnya Edwards 
Heidi Hinderliter 
Josh F(?) 
Mike Brown 
Joe Clift 
Kathie Koket 
Matt Coppernoll 
Colin Percell 
Betse Thielman 
Kathleen Petrauskis 
Pam Avila 
Jodie Barker 
Celina Doiron 

Dennis Tiede 
Larry Steckman 
Emma Patterson 
McKenzie Brock 
Rochelle Hicks 
Dallas Miller 
Charles Fernandez 
Nathan Nash 
Rhawny Sweet 
Aletia Brown 
Kelley Bair 
KC Ohler 
Colleen Ohler 
April Bamburg 
Darrell Swan

 
Call to Order 
The meeting was called to order by Mr. Morrisson at 6:34 p.m. followed by the 
flag salute. 
 
Public Comment 
Tonya Edwards inquired if the mold at the middle school has been tested.  Her 
question came as a result of an article in the spotlight indicating that black mold 
was present.  Mr. Swan from the Spotlight clarified that the article indicated a 
potential for mold if leaking should continue from the roof. 
 
Mr. Stewart clarified that there is potential for mold, but there has not been any 
indication or positive tests for mold. 
 
Consent Agenda 

Mr Helwig moved and Mr. Lammers seconded the motion to accept 
items on the consent agenda as amended.   

Mrs. Adams pointed out the appointment of Ms. Cathy Carson as the principal 
of Lewis & Clark effective July 1, 2007.   
 
Mrs. Burns requested that a rough draft of minutes be completed within 5 days 
of meeting and a list of follow up items provided to the board members. 
 
Mrs. Burns also asked for follow up about the number of incidents in the wood 
shop at the high school.  Mrs. Adams will provide report about the situation. 
 

The motion carried unanimously. 
 
Special Recognition 
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Paul Berg acknowledged the volunteer help of Mert Brooks and David Kurstar in 
clearing out debris, bringing in bark dust, and landscaping an area behind the 
Middle School. 
 
Mr. Berg also recognized the generous of free weights and universal gym 
equipment from Larry and Jan Forsythe from Columbia Center Sports & 
Recreation Club.  Their donation will be of great benefit to the students. 
 
Mrs. Adams shared that January is National School Board Recognition Month.  
She recognized them as an outstanding governing body that has given a good 
direction and presented them with certificates from the Oregon School Board 
Association and many thanks on behalf of the school district. 
 
Reports and Discussion 
 
Literacy Committee 
Judith Custy introduced literacy teams from St. Helens High School and St. 
Helens Middle Schools.  The teams reported on activities they have been doing 
to promote literacy in the district.  
 
Donna Beeler and Jennifer Wentworth shared that the middle school is 
equipping teachers to recognize literacy issues early on and providing 
interventions and assistance as appropriate for individual cases.  They are also 
working with the district literacy teams to ensure successful academic 
transitions for students between schools. 
 
Tonya Arnold from the high school shared the belief that is shared by high 
school teachers that language arts strategies belong in multiple disciplines.  She 
also explained tools that teachers are using and how in-service days are being 
used to improve literacy for students. 
 
Staff allocation, trainings and continuity with curriculum seem to be a consistent 
need at schools.   
 
Mr. Morrisson commented that he is excited about the enthusiasm and the 
direction that the literacy teams are taking. 
 
NWRESD Annual Report 
Darcy Rourk and Robert Cancelosi from Northwest Regional ESD reviewed 
highlights from the annual report from NWRESD.  The ST. Helens School District 
benefits through core services, which are the same for all school districts, and 
service credits, which are allocated based on student enrollment.  Outdoor 
School, Early Intervention, and Staff assistants are among services the district 
has purchased with credits from ESD. 
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Mrs. Burns commented that she appreciates knowing that the ESD implements 
surveys to gather information and respond to the needs of their end users. 
 
Mr. Helwig asked about the new configuration of the board.  Mr. Cancelosi 
reported that he is new, but he sees there is progress being made. 
 
Mr. Lammers inquired about the number of referral for autism.  Ms. Rourk 
responded that the ESD provides support to the classroom teachers through 
training and providing tools to support the needs of students who have been 
identified as being autistic. 
 
ESD Local Service Plan 
Mrs. Adams reviewed that 2/3 of participating school districts are required to 
approve the local service plan from the ESD.  She encouraged the board to 
approve the districts participation in the NWRESD Local Service Plan. 
 
Scagawea Health Center 
Pam Avilia from the health center provided an update on the expanded services 
of the Sacagawea Health Center.  They now officially assist with the health 
needs for grades K through 8.  She also explained the difference between the 
health center and the school based nurse.  The school nurse primarily focuses 
on community needs and the health specialists at the center assess and provide 
services primarily at individual levels. 
 
Kathleen Petrauskis has been hired through a grant to work at the Sacagawea 
Health Center as a mental health therapist.  She is able to provide assistance to 
students who behaviors and mental health conditions interfere with their 
learning.  She provided data that indicates a reduction in student citations in 
specific students after having been to see her for services.  
 
Betse Thielman shared that the legislature and governor have made health care 
and education a priority for this biennium.  She shared that a very significant 
number of students served through the health center do not have services 
available through insurance (or lack thereof) in this community.  The health 
center is hoping to be able to partner with the school district to help improve 
education for students through helping to meet students basic needs. 
 
Community Survey 
A draft of questions for the survey has been previously distributed to board 
members.  Everyone agreed that it is good.  Mr. Morrisson brought forward 
concern about validity of web surveys.  He encouraged that the same weight 
should not be given to a web survey if the other board members agreed to 
implement one.  Mr. Stewart reviewed that it was agreed in a small group to 
keep a phone and web survey separate and to only use the phone survey as the 
official scientific base.  The week of Jan. 29th is when the phone survey should 
begin.   
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Mrs. Burns shared interest that there could be some ideas and comments that 
people may not be willing to share verbally.  She did not see that a web survey 
would not be relied on as a community sampling.  Mr. Helwig also shared that it 
would provide a mechanism to give people input that are not contacted for the 
phone survey.   
 
Mr. Morrisson expressed concern about one person sending multiple entries.  
Mr. Lammers responded that there are ways to determine if a web survey is 
coming from a duplicate internet identification. 
 
Mrs. Mann asked if there would be a minimum of responses to a web survey 
before any consideration is given.  Mrs. Burns suggested that details on how the 
web survey functions at the next work session.  She agrees with Mr. Lammers 
and Mr. Helwig that it would be important to have another method for 
community to participate and acknowledge that it may not be statistically as 
sound as the phone survey. 
 
A copy of the information from Mr. Morrisson regarding validity of web surveys 
is available from Mr. Morrisson or at the district office. 
 
Compliance with Division 22 Standards 
The Oregon Department of Education requires annual assessment of 
compliance with O.A.R. Division 22 standards.  Mrs. Adams reported to the 
board and all present that the district has reviewed and is in compliance with all 
standards. 
 
Drug Dog Search 
Mr. Morrisson asked Mrs. Adams to report on a drug search that took place at 
the high school and the Columbia County Education Campus.  There was no 
evidence of drugs at the high school or CCEC on that day.  The staff was 
notified ahead of time, but there will not be notice give at a future random 
search. 
 
Mr. Morrisson shared that he was pleased to have seen the process and to have 
heard the report that there were no.  He commended Mrs. Adams on taking 
action. 
 
Policy Review 
Mr. Helwig shared that 60+ policies within sections A,B and C have been 
reviewed and proposed for adoption.  The polices are available for viewing at 
the district office.  The board has previous read the proposed changes and will 
have a second reading at a future meeting. 
 
Action Items 
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Mrs. Burns moved and Mr. Helwig seconded the motion to declare 
the property at 33035 Pittsburg Road as surplus property.  

 
Mr. Helwig acknowledged that he knows there is not consensus to declare the 
property as surplus.  He inquired if that is because there is a need for more time 
to make a decision, or if the feeling is that this is the right time. 
 
Mr. Lammers responded that he would like to explore some other options and 
opportunities first. 
 
Mrs. Mann shared that a family was committed enough to the district to offer the 
valuable gift to the district.  She doesn’t feel like it is the right thing to do with 
the gift.  She understands that sometimes a difficult decision needs to be made 
for financial reasons.  She has received very negative and poisonous letters from 
community members and does not want community backlash.  She does not 
know what other options are out there, but she is having difficulty reconciling 
the financial needs of the district and value of retaining a special gift that the 
district has been given. 
 
Mrs. Burns asked if there are updated costs on repairs.  Mr. Stewart responded 
that due to weather they have not been able to get further estimates.   
 
Mrs. Mann expressed concerns about the gift which has become a divisive 
issue.  She is frustrated that no matter what the decision is someone would be 
angry. 
 
Mrs. Burns shared that it is important to run assets at the highest optimum level 
and would support selling the property regardless of the bond passing or not.   
 
Mr. Morrisson stated that making no decision is making a decision.  He also 
recounted that historically many gifts of property have been made by families or 
individuals to use for specific purposes.  However, the legislature has passes 
laws which do not tie the recipients to retain the property.  He continued that the 
district is not in the business of operating a museum and that he feels an 
obligation to the students and community to make decisions in the best interest 
of students. 
 
Mr. Helwig feels the desire of proponents of keeping the property want it used 
as a school.  He does not see that the district can wisely and financially use it as 
a school.  He feels that it would better to put the property up for sale and hope 
that someone will buy it for use as a school. 
 
Mrs. Burns also shared that possibly someone can restore it. 
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Mr. Morrisson commented that the district has struggled to maintain the building 
and the costs of doing so are not something the district should continue to 
carry. 
 
Mr. Lammers disagreed based on previous discussions of moving CCEC to that 
facility.  He shared he talked with a very vocal member of the Yankton 
community.  For that individual it centered around transportation and the time 
that students spend on the bus.  Mr. Lammers feels that he needs to look at all 
options and determine that none of them are reasonable for the property, and he 
is not there. 
 
Mrs. Mann stated that the decision she is making is not based on recent letters 
she has received.  She hopes that individually board members will be respected 
individually; however the board will be united in proceeding with the final 
decision. 
 
Mrs. Burns said that the role of the board is to not always agree. 
 
Mr. Lammers responded that there needs to be consensus to uphold the 
decision of the group even though there may be individual feelings which differ. 
 
Mr. Helwig inquired if declaration of surplus property means it will be sold.  Mr. 
Stewart responded that it does not.  If it is to be sold there will need to be 
further instruction  
 
The question was called. 
 

3 Votes were cast in support and 2 votes were cast in opposition.  
The motion carried.   
Those voting for: Morrisson, Helwig, Burns.   
Those voting against: Lammers, Mann. 

 
Resolution #9 
 

Mr. Lammers moved and Mrs. Mann seconded the motion to approve 
resolution 2006-2007 #9 for participation in the NWRESD Local 
Service Plan.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 
 
Communication and Correspondence 
There has not been any recent board correspondence. 
 
The budget committee is meeting at 7:00 on January 24, 2007 in the Board 
Room at the district office.  The next policy re-write meeting is rescheduled for 
February 8, 2007. 
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The meeting was adjourned at 8:40 p.m. 
 
 
         
Board Chair   Superintendent 
 


