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St Helens School District #502 
Board of Directors Meeting 

March 19, 2007 

The District School Board of School District #502, Columbia County, Oregon 
convened a regular meeting at 6:30 in the Loo Wit room of St. Helens High School 
of the District, County and State on March 19, 2007. 
 
Those present were: 

David Morrisson 
Nathan Helwig 
Jana Mann 
Terri Burns 
Tim Lammers 
Adam Stewart, Dir. Operations & Facilities 
Patricia Adams, Superintendent 
Brett Williams, Executive Assistant 

 
Other present were: 
Nikki Steele 
Kaila Acoba 
Zach Tice 
Ben Messenger 
Brittany Loyd 
Alex Fiori 
Ashely Lifkin 
Andrea Hopkins 
Katie McCausland 
Ron Walters 
Carson Bartlett 
Jamie Hanna 
April Bamburg, Press 
Katelyn Tolleshawy 
Kristen Tolleshawy 
Matthew Rusk 

Trish Walker 
Ted Grove 
Mary McCartney 
Richard Matthews 
Colleen Grogan 
Rebecca Wallace 
Genet Smiens 
Lori Thompson 
Jeri Deady 
Darryl Swan, Press 
Heidi Haas 
Brandon Aldrich 
Leif Jensen 
Scott Curtis 
Molly Bailey 
Alex Martin 

Kevin Elder 
Griff Curtis 
Kaylee Holz 
Kelley Lieb 
Judy Valpiani 
Tim Graham 
Kathleen Grove 
Brian Heinze 
Darla Meeuwsen 
Diana Peterson 
Joleen Weaver 
Michael Sterling 
Aletia Brown 
Michel Lu

 
The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. followed by the flag salute. 
 
Public Comment on Non-Agenda Items 
There were no public comments. 
 
Consent Agenda 
The items on the consent agenda were: 

• Minutes of  Regular Meeting – February 26, 2007 
• Minutes of Work Session – March 12, 2007 
• General Fund Revenue & Expenditure Report 
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• General Fund Revenue & Expenditure Projection 
• Estimate of State and School Support for 2006-07 School Year 
• School Nutrition Fund Report 
• Student Enrollment/Attendance Information 
• Accident Report – February 2007 

 
Mr. Helwig moved and Mrs. Mann seconded the motion to accept the 
items on the consent agenda.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 
Recognition 
Mrs. Adams recognized Judge Ted Grove, Ed May, and Dr. Scott Christie for 
their commitment and dedication to the students of the school district through a 
partnership which has resulted in an alternative program to assist student at the 
high school level. 
 
Action Items 
ASB Officer’s Report 
“Star Search” has been completed and there was great fun had by all.  There 
will be a league-wide service project coming up.  School Spirit, Talent, and other 
areas will be judged at a school “male pageant” and winners will be going to a 
district pageant.  All proceeds will go to Doernbecher’s Children Hospital. 
 
CCMH Juvenile Program 
Between the County Juvenile Dept., the County Courts and St. Helens High 
School, a program has been developed which will help students that have 
problems with dependencies on drugs.  There can be referrals from the school, 
corrections, or other agencies.  The program provides structure to prevent 
relapse and criminal recidivism as well as keeping them in school.  This is a first 
in the State of Oregon.   
 
Judge Grove commented on the history and formation of the program.  He 
acknowledged the role of the school district in adding education within the 
program as opposed to outside of the program.  Providing an opportunity to 
improve academic skills is important to increase the chances of success for 
program participants. 
 
ESD Truancy Services 
Ed May was present to share the role of the Northwest Regional ESD Truancy 
Services to get students back in school who are persistently absent.  He shared 
that his presence often prompts parents to take necessary steps to get their 
children back in school.  If efforts on their part do not change attendance, they 
are referred to the courts for action. 
 
Judge Grove added that there has been little need for intervention, but he did 
speak to cooperation between the court and the ESD. 
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Middle School Alternative Education 
Mrs. Adams introduced Judy Valpiani, Principal of Columbia City School, and 
Tricia Walker, alternative education coordinator at Columbia City School.  The 
goal is to provide a learning environment that actively engages them in 
purposeful learning.  Factors which could lead to placement in the alternative 
program include poor attendance, isolation in school, poor peer relations, 
having a difficult time with transition, and parent or student request.  The 
purpose it to help kids get connected – not to provide services.  The program 
focuses on academic, social, and behavioral support through connections with 
others in the class and staff.  There is an accountability that is formed with other 
students and with themselves.  Currently the class is limited to about 10-12 
students. 
 
Yankton Property 
There has been a draft of the bidding process developed by the district’s legal 
counsel.  Mr. Stewart presented the proposed forms for closed bids and 
timeline to the board.  There is a preliminary title report being conducted that will 
address any issues with property boundaries and ownership. 
 
The county has been contacted regarding a drain field which was addressed at 
the previous work session of the board.  So far nothing has been located and 
the county has not been able to identify any property that the district owns of 
the opposite side of the road from the school. 
 
The board does not need to approve the process or documents, however board 
input and direction is being requested.  Any comments by board members 
should be directed to Mr. Stewart with a copy of the contact to Mr. Morrisson. 
 
Harold Olsen, legal counsel, will be the primary contact for the bidding process.  
This will help place the school district 
 

Mr. Lammers moved to place the minimum for bids at $500,000.  Mr. 
Helwig seconded the motion. 

 
The price range for value was estimated $435,000 to $575,000.  Mrs. Adams 
suggested that the minimum bid be whatever the district would have placed as 
a selling price.  If the district could have sold it at a higher price, it does not 
make financial sense to accept bids which are less than a possible selling price. 
 
Mrs. Burns asked if it requires board action to set the price.  It was confirmed 
that setting the price does not require action by the board. 
 

Mrs. Burns moved to table the motion.  Mr. Lammers seconded the 
motion.  The motion carried.  Those voting in favor: Morrisson, Mann, 
Burns, Lammers. 
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Responses should be given to Adam by the end of the week. 
 
Christian School Contract Renewal 

Mr. Helwig moved to notify the Chrisitan School that their lease will 
not be renewed for the 07-08 year. In the event that the sale of the 
school falls through, they will be contacted with an offer to renew the 
lease.  Mr. Lammers seconded the motion.  The motion carried 3-2.  
Those in favor: Morrisson, Helwig, Lammers.  Those in opposition: 
Burns, Mann. 

 
Second Reading – Policies D, E, F&G 
There was a proposed addition to policy EFAA-AR of the following language: 
“The district will attempt to contact the parent by telephone to discuss the 
status of the student account and...” 
 
Mr. Helwig expressed concern that an attempt may not be sufficient.  Mr. 
Stewart responded that there could potentially be a situation where a parent 
cannot be reached.  Mr. Helwig was troubled that a child could be denied a full 
meal due to lack of effort or acknowledgement by parents. 
 
Mrs. Burns inquired what an acceptable solution would be.  Mr. Helwig 
answered that he wasn’t sure, but something along the lines of providing meals 
until a parent is contacted and refuses to provide payment.  Mrs. Adams 
inquired if the board is ready to address the potential financial burden of 
providing lunches. 
 
Mrs. Burns asked how much of a problem this appears to be.  Mrs. Adams and 
Mr. Stewart responded that is does not appear to be that big of an issue. 
 
Mrs. Adams asked if a more substantial meal substitution would address the 
concerns.  Currently milk and package of crackers, which have peanut butter on 
them, is what is given out.  Discussion about giving students a peanut butter 
sandwich took place.  There could issues with peanut allergies.   
 
Mr. Helwig asked if students could return at the end of the lunch period to eat 
food which would normally be discarded.  Mrs. Adams inquired if the intention 
would be to return at the end of the student lunch period or the full cycle. 
 
Mr. Helwig requested substitution of the language “denied” with something else.  
Mrs. Mann recommended substitution of “provided and alternative meal.” 
 
Language will be worked on by Mr. Stewart and returned at the next meeting 
along with information on how much of a problem charging seems to be. 
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Defibrillators 
Mr. Helwig wrote a suggested policy and forwarded it to the administrative 
team.  The process in underway to determine who will be trained and where 
equipment will be placed.  Mr. Stewart added that the first round of CERT 
training has taken place.  The next round will include defibrillator training. That 
will create 5-6 people trained at each building.  The district budget will 
incorporate funding for the defibrillators under facilities. 
 
ACTION ITEMS 
CCEC District Alternative School 
Mr. Morrisson shared there have been some discussions over the past few days 
which have resulted in agreement that CCEC will be dissolved as it currently 
stands will become administered by the district. 
 
Mr. Helwig asked if there has been a formal agreement drawn up.  Mr. Morrison 
read a proposed agreement to the board.  The document is as follows: 
 
Principles of Understanding 
St Helens School District 502 – Columbia County Education Campus 
 
The purpose of this document is to memorialize various aspects of the proposed 
transition to an alternative school operated by the St. Helens School District.  It is the 
mutual intent to move from the current CCEC management structure to that of an 
alternative school under the management of the St Helens School District.   
 
It is recognized by all that CCEC has provided opportunities to students for further 
development and growth.  The St. Helens School District is committed to keeping the 
integrity and focus of the current CCEC programs. 
 
In considering such a move, the following items are recognized as part of the transition: 
 

• The leadership of the alternative school will be lead by a head teacher with 
assistance provided by the school district. 

• The current budgeting process followed by CCEC will be continued for the 
foreseeable future. 

• Hiring and personnel related issues will follow school district policy and any 
labor agreements that apply. 

• The selection of students to be admitted to the program is an issue to be 
resolved. This will address specifics in the operating plan.  

• The alternative school will become part of the high school curriculum offered by 
the school district.  This may expand to other grade levels at a future date. 

• The students in the alternative school will be able to participate in extracurricular 
events at the high school.  This includes sports, drama, band, and other 
extracurricular activities. 

• The awarding of diplomas will continue as it is currently. This will be further 
addressed in the operating plan 
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• A detailed plan is to be developed by both parties with the initial draft developed 
by CCEC.  The plan will address the finer points later such as diplomas and day-
to-day operation, etc. 

 
Mr. Lammers moved and Mrs. Burns seconded a motion to accept CCEC as a 
district alternative program. 

 
Mr. Lammers asked if students from Scappoose will be included in the program.   
Students who are currently enrolled will be allowed to continue, however no new 
students from outside the district will be allowed. 
 
There are some key areas that will continue to be worked out between the 
district and the current CCEC Board.  Mr. Morrisson noted that there will be a 
site council and encouraged current supporters of CCEC to be involved in that 
forum. 
 

The motion carried unanimously. 
 
Adoption of 2007-2008 School Calendar 

Mrs. Burns moved and Mr. Morrisson moved to accept the proposed 
calendar for the 2007-2008 school year. 

 
Mrs. Mann inquired about concerns at the high school for adequate time to 
prepare for graduation.  Mrs. Adams responded that it is an issue that the 
building administrator needs to address through addressing workload issues.  
She has seen schools with significantly higher enrollment that do not adjust their 
academic schedule for graduation.  Mrs. Adams. 
 
Mrs. Mann also asked why both unions do not see the calendar.  Mrs. Adams 
responded that everyone sees it, but the teacher’s have input because it is their 
conference schedules which are impacted.  She also noted that administrator’s 
have little input.  Classified staff did not get to provide input as to when teachers 
would have conferences.  Conference days were the only difference between 
the final two calendar drafts. 
 
Mr. Helwig asked about the difference in spring conference.  Mrs. Adams shared 
that teachers have often made several contacts with teachers by spring.  By not 
requiring a conference with every parent, it allows flexibility to work more with 
parents and students who may need addition time to address academic issues. 
 
Mrs. Adams also noted that the in-services and work days prior to the beginning 
of the year are absolutely necessary for teachers to prepare for arrival of 
students and gain training. 
 

The motion carried unanimously. 
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Renaming of CCMH Program 
Mr. Helwig moved and Mrs. Mann seconded the motion to rename 
the CCMH program to “Higher Ground.”  The motion carried 
unanimously. 

 
Vacation of Public Way 
Mr. Stewart explained that Mr. Robert Lucas has requested consent of the 
district as part of a requirement to vacate some property which is across the 
street from Lewis & Clark School.   
 
Mr. Helwig moved and Mrs. Burns seconded the motion to table the issue until a 
later time when Mr. Lucas can be present to explain the intent of vacating the 
property.   
Mr. Stewart will attempt to have him present at the next meeting. 
 
Superintendent Evaluation 
Mr. Morrisson shared that an evaluation of Superintendent Adams has been 
conducted in executive session.   
 

Mr. Helwig moved and Mrs. Mann seconded the motion to accept the 
evaluation.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 
CORRESPONDENCE 
A letter from Dorinda Daggett and an e-mail from Diana Peterson was 
acknowledged. 
 
Mr. Helwig requested clarification from Harold Olson regarding the obligation to 
return the Yankton Property to the Muckle Family.  Mr. Stewart will get that 
information. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:52 p.m. 
 
 
         
Board Chair     Superintendent 
 


