
St Helens School District #502 
Board of Directors Meeting 

May 14, 2007 

The District School Board of School District #502, Columbia County, Oregon 
convened a work session at 6:30 in the Board Room of the Administration Office 
of the District, County and State on May 14, 2007. 
 
Board Members Present Were: 
 David Morrisson 

Nathan Helwig 
Jana Mann 
Terri Burns 
Tim Lammers 
Patricia Adams, Superintendent 
Brett Williams, Executive Assistant 

 
The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. followed by the flag salute. 
 
Emergency Planning Task Force 
A task force has been formed to implement and update handling of emergencies 
and written procedures. This team will be key in reassessing current procedures 
even though the district has been taking precautions and practicing emergency 
drills. 
 
Mrs. Burns encouraged adding procedures for hazardous materials handling. 
 
Mr. Lammers also suggested examining the legibility of the current quick 
reference emergency document. 
 
Health Services Report 
Robin Loper presented the board with review of activities.  This year was the 
first year with full-time health assistants at McBride and Lewis & Clark schools.  
A forms manual is being created so consistent information is being distributed 
from all health rooms. 
 
There are a large number of students with severe medical needs.  This last year 
was the first year that Ms. Loper found the need to delegate medical tasks to 
other staff.  These are duties typically performed by a registered nurse, but are 
allowed to be done by others under state guidelines when necessary.   
 
The new eSIS student data system will provide quick electronic access to health 
information.  The registration forms for school will contain a section to provide 
necessary medical information.   
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Since 1998 Northwest Medical Teams has brought their dental van to the 
district.  There has been over $30,000 in dental services provided this year. 
 
There have been 27 staff members which have volunteered to be part of the 
emergency response team for the district.  They have been trained in emergency 
response and will continue to receive training for minor treatment procedures. 
 
The district is also working on an agreement to be a POD, or Place of 
Disbursement, for the community in the case of a natural disaster. 
 
Literacy Adoption 
Judith Custy presented the process that the district has used this year for the 
adoption of Language Arts materials.  There is a cycle that rotates between 
curricular areas.  Some district staff attended a “round-up” that had publishers 
and vendors of materials present.  They selected publishers to examine further. 
 
The county and district had been working on Power Standards to set goals for 
academic achievement.  Within the district, the materials from publishers were 
examined for alignment with the standards. 
 
A recommendation for the materials at the High School, Middle School, 
Columbia City, and Lewis & Clark will be presented at a later meeting.  The 
materials are available for public review in the media center at the high school.  
Ms. Custy asked if the board would be interested in each getting a copy of the 
materials, or if they wanted to divide them up among the board members.  They 
agreed to review the materials at the high school. 
 
Mrs. Adams reminded the board that the Division 22 standards require materials 
to fill the needs of the state standards.  There is a need for supplemental 
materials to fill gaps where a set of materials does not fulfill all the requirements.  
The state provides an analysis of each set of materials and the percentage they 
meet in various areas. 
 
The first of the materials would be ordered from the 2006-2007 budget and 
remainders from the following year.  Language Arts is a large adoption with a 
matching expense. 
 
Policy Re-Write 
Mrs. Adams presented a revision of the Fund Raising and Volunteers policies.  
They have had some language tightened up including; all volunteers will be 
subject to a criminal records background check. 
 
Mrs. Mann asked about groups which have other accounts.  Mr. Stewart 
clarified any group which is raising funds for the district will be required to have 
their funds processed through the district. 
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The policy for hiring of district administrators was proposed for revision to read 
that a board member will be on the hiring committee for administrators. 
 
Candidates will be interview by a team of employees and a parent and/or 
community representative. 
 
ACTION ITEMS 
 
Adoption of Policy Sections D,E,F,G 

Mrs. Burns moved and Mrs. Mann seconded the motion to adopt 
policy sections D, E, F, and G.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 
• Mrs. Mann and Mr. Lammers moved to adopt the revised 

district goal of “Parent and community involvement and 
communication will increase to show measurable gains 
in one or more areas that have direct impact on student 
achievement.”  The motion carried unanimously. 

 
Mrs. Burns moved and Mrs. Mann seconded the motion to approve 
the human resources report including the hiring of district 
administrators. 

 
Mrs. Adams introduced proposed administrative hiring of Mary Scharer, 
Assistant Principal at Lewis & Clark, Scott Curtis, Principal at St. Helens Middle 
School, and Nanette Hagen, a position to be announced. 
 
Mr. Tim Graham announced that he has accepted a position as a principal with 
the Oregon City School District.  He shared sadness at leaving, but he finds it 
necessary for his family welfare. 
 
Mrs. Mann asked that candidates in positions be present for introduction when 
human resources reports with appointments are made. 
 

The motion carried. 
 
Approval of Costa Rica Trip 
A 9 day trip has been planned beginning on June 19th.  Funds have been raised 
and expenses paid already.  The instructor, Sarah Hahnel, has made this trip 
before and shared that it is very structured and culturally rich.  There are very 
strict guidelines that she will enforce.  This has already been clearly 
communicated with students and parents.  There will be 6 graduate students 
from St. Helens High School and Ms. Hahnel which will meet up with 6 students 
and 4 adults from a Pennsylvania school for the tour. 
 
Mr. Lammers moved and Mrs. Burns seconded the motion to approve the 
Costa Rica Trip.  The motion carried unanimously. 
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The meeting was adjourned at 7:32 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
         
Board Chair     Superintendent 
  
 


