
St Helens School District #502 
Board of Directors Work Session 

August 14, 2006 
 
The District School Board of School District #502, Columbia County, Oregon convened a 
regular meeting and public hearing at 6:30 in the Administration Office of the District, 
County and State on August 14, 2006. 
 
Those present were: 

Nathan Helwig 
Terri Burns 
Jana Mann 
Tim Lammers 
David Morrisson 
Patricia Adams, Superintendent 
Adam Stewart, Dir. Facilities and Operations 
Brett Williams, Executive Assistant 

 
Other present were: 

Cathy Carson 
April Bramberg, press 
Allison Griffin, press 

 
Mr. Morrisson called the meeting to order at 6:30 followed by the flag salute. 
 
Reports and Discussion 
 
Mr. Morrisson shared the mission statement, Board Goals and District goals which were 
formed during the board’s retreat.  There was general discussion that the mission 
statement as it has existed is still appropriate and should stand. 
 
There was discussion about assigning responsibility for overseeing each of the goals. 
 
Mr. Morrisson reviewed the goals stating that increasing student achievement is the 
responsibility of the district administration; passing the bond is for everyone to be 
involved in.  Mr. Helwig felt that the mission statement should wait until after November, 
because the outcome of the bond may change the vision.  Mrs. Burns felt that mission 
statement should come later because of time.  Mrs. Mann shared that the bond does 
impact what is available and reasonable for the district’s mission.  Mrs. Adams felt that 
there should be a conversation about the district values statement.  OSBA has 
resources that will help lead the board through a process in any direction the board sees 
fit. 
 
Mr. Morrisson resumed discussing the goals with effective and proactive board 
practices.  OSBA may have resources to help give perspective and advise the board 
about their functions and how the members conduct business.  Mrs. Burns share she 
feels the board needs to continuously improve and having an outside perspective would 
help.   
 
If any board member sees a goal they would like to spearhead, they should contact Mr. 
Morrisson. 
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When sharing the goal to successfully negotiate labor contract, Mr. Morrisson stated he 
has some ideas that he will share closer to the start of negotiations. 
 
Mr. Morrisson continued with reading of the goals.  Developing strong school and 
community relations is something that Mrs. Burns is already working on and that will 
continue. 
 
Mr. Helwig will continue to be involved with the district policy rewrite.   
 
Mrs. Mann will oversee the process of the district vision and mission. 
 
Mr. Lammers will work on the goal of effective and proactive board practices. 
 
Bond Updates 
TB shared a timeline and description of sub-committees which the bond committee has 
created.  The subcommittees include the Chair/Co-Chair, Finance Committee, Publicity 
Committee, and Volunteers Committee.  The committee has adopted the slogan of “Yes 
For Kids” for the campaign.   
 
A lot of public speaking engagements will be done by Supt Adams, but other publicity 
will be taken care of by the Publicity team chaired by Jennifer Miller.  The Finance Team 
co-chairs, Jay Tappan and Matt Saxe, will work on raising fund and collecting 
endorsements.  David Morrisson has been designated at the campaign treasurer.  There 
are a lot of volunteers stepping forward, however a chair for the volunteer committee is 
still being sought.  If anyone is willing to help stuff envelopes or help in any way, they 
can contact Mrs. Burns or Chris Iverson.   
 
The plan of execution for each committee will be presented to the board on August 28th.  
Mrs. Adams presented a bond fact sheet that has been created which contains basic 
information about what the bond would address and the cost.  Letters from each 
principal will go home with students in the fall to parents letting them know the issues 
that the bond will address for their specific buildings.  Mrs. Burns will be sending a list of 
contacts for the committees and informational pieces this week.   
 
Mrs. Adams shared that the district can also take a role of encouraging people to 
register to vote, however specific sides cannot be taken when sharing bond information 
by district employees.  For this reason it will be important for committee members to be 
involved since they can recommend which way to vote. 
 
Mr. Morrisson requested that Mrs. Mann coordinate a master calendar of activities for 
the district and board.  Any special dates such as bond activities, community events, etc. 
should be sent to her. 
 
Arthur Academy 
Mr. Stewart shared a copy of the charter school contract that has been drafted.  The 
contract will be on the August 28th board agenda for action.   
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Mr. Helwig asked about the date of July 1, 2006 which was set for obtaining conditional 
use permits or building permits having already passed.  There has previously agreed to 
extend that deadline by one year.  
 
Mrs. Burns asked if all district policies were met within the terms of the contract.  Mrs. 
Adams shared that the academic standards were very strong and all district polices were 
met or exceeded. 
 
Action Items 

Mr. Helwig moved and Mr. Lammers. seconded the motion for approval of 
Resolution 2006-07 #8 calling for a Bond Measure Election in an amount 
not to exceed $41,940,000 to finance the costs of capital construction and 
capital improvements. 
 
Mr. Helwig moved and Mr. Lammers seconded the motion to amend the 
resolution’s Exhibit A, summary bullet item “Elementary Schools” to state 
that extending the covered play area would be at Columbia City School and 
not Lewis and Clark School.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 
The motion as amended carried unanimously. 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:26 p.m. 
 
 
 
             
Board Chair      Superintendent 


