
St. Helens School District #502 
Board of Directors Meeting 

January 28, 2008 
 
The District School Board of School District #502, Columbia County, Oregon convened in regular 
session at 6:30 p.m. in the Administration Office of the District, County and State on January 28, 2008. 
 
Those present were: 

Terri Burns, Board Chair 
Jana Mann, Board Vice-Chair 
Bill Crist, Board Member 
Rebecca Wallace, Board Member 
Patricia Adams, Superintendent 
Adam Stewart, Director of Operations and Facilities 
Amanda Stuber, Executive Assistant 

 
Guests: 
 Nanette Hagen  Cindy Jaeger   Marleen Zytniowski 
 Colleen Grogan  Scott Curtis   Judy Valpiani 
 Bruce Carvalho  Darryl Swan   Mike Herdrich 
 Carlie Christiansen  Hunter Christiansen  Keith Locke    
  
Call to Order 
The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. followed by the flag salute.   
 
Agenda Approval 
Jana Mann moved to approve the agenda as provided.  Rebecca Wallace seconded.  The motion 
carried unanimously as follows:  Rebecca Wallace, yes; Jana Mann, yes; Terri Burns, yes; Bill Crist, 
yes. 
 
Public Comment 
City Council President, Keith Locke, commented on the City of St. Helens’ intent to increase 
communication through participation in community events and meetings.  A brief explanation on the 
City’s plan to implement an Urban Renewal District Plan was reviewed.  More information will be 
provided to the District as the City progresses with the plan. 
 
Consent Agenda 
Adam Stewart brought the Board’s attention to the corrected December 2007 and year to date 
enrollment and attendance reports.  The corrected reports reflect a decrease in the absence 
percentages. 
 
Jana Mann moved to approve the consent agenda as follows: 
 

Minutes of Work Session – January 14, 2008 (Revised 1/28/08) 
Human Resources Report – December 2007 
General Fund Revenue & Expenditure Report 
General Fund Revenue & Expenditure Projection 
Estimate of State and School Support for School Year 
School Nutrition Fund Report 
Student Enrollment/Attendance Information (Revised 1/28/08) 
Accident Report – December 2007 
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Rebecca Wallace seconded.  The motion carried unanimously as follows:  Rebecca Wallace, yes; Jana 
Mann, yes; Terri Burns, yes; Bill Crist, yes. 
 
Special Recognition 
 
National School Board Month 
Superintendent Adams announced the month of January is proclaimed as School Board Recognition 
month and reviewed the Governor’s Proclamation.  To thank the Board for their service to the St. 
Helens School District they were given a gift of appreciation and certificate from the Oregon School 
Boards Association. 
 
Tutor Recognition 
St. Helens High School Principal Nanette Hagen presented Terri Burns with a You Make the Difference 
certificate of appreciation for her volunteer tutoring services to high school Math students.  Mrs. 
Burns’ generosity is greatly appreciated by all who have benefited from her services. 
  
Reports and Discussions 
 
TAG 
Judy Valpiani provided an informational presentation on Talented and Gifted Services.  TAG is 
mandated by federal and state law and, even though a small portion of funding from the state level is 
received for the TAG Specialist position, no federal funding is provided or available. 
 
School District policy defines TAG students as those who have been identified as academically 
talented and/or intellectually gifted.  Identification is done based on a collection of evidence, not just a 
single test score.  The St. Helens School District currently has 141 identified TAG students. 
 
TAG services provide instructional needs at the identified student’s level of learning and rate of 
learning through a personal education/TAG plan.  At the elementary and middle school level the 
student’s plan is developed each fall and, at the high school level, a four-year plan is written when the 
student is an incoming freshman. 
 
Examples of education plans were reviewed and discussion was held on the availability of grant 
money and budgeted school district funds for the program.  Mrs. Valpiani noted she has applied for 
grants but has never been awarded any and would like to see some additional funding from the district 
for the program during the 2008-2009 budgeting process. 
 
NWRESD Local Service Plan 
Superintendent Adams provided a summary of NWRESD services that were reviewed by ESD 
representatives during the presentation of the NWRESD Annual Report at the December Board 
meeting.  The 2008-2009 Local Service Plan includes items and the associated cost for the ESD’s 
Core Programs and Contracted Services for the 2008-2009 school year as it applies to Columbia 
County School Districts. 
 
Mr. Crist questioned the Distance Learning Program noted in the plan.  Mr. Stewart explained that the 
ESD is required to offer and provide the service if requested, however, there are no districts using the 
service. 
 
Nanette Hagen added the district participates in distance learning programs such as Cool School.  
ESD service credits are applied in other areas such as technology and truancy services. 
NCLB Reform Resolution 
Mrs. Burns provided information on the proposed NCLB reform resolution.  The proposed resolution 
was developed by the Oregon School Boards Association and the contents urge Congress to pass 
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House Rule 648.  House Rule 648 would offer improvements that could address many of the 
unintended consequences of the act while still holding states and school districts accountable.  
Representatives from OSBA will be attending the National School Board Associations Federal 
Relations Network conference in Washington in early February to meet with the congressional 
representatives to gain their support. 
 
Mr. Crist reviewed information on the continuous oversight of Art and humanities through NCLB.  The 
continuous oversight resulted in Mr. Crist not initially being in support of the resolution. 
 
Mrs. Wallace shared frustrations with how the original act was written and expressed appreciation for 
OSBA trying to address some of the problems.  She supported the resolution with the hope that 
Washington D.C. will get the message that what is in place doesn’t entirely work; NCLB has created 
problems within programs that use to work. 
 
Mrs. Wallace suggested the Board create their own letter to forward to the legislature in addition to the 
resolution. 
 
Second Reading New Policies 
Superintendent Adams briefed the Board on new policy GBDA and legal counsel’s findings.  The 
Board recommended moving forward with version three of proposed policy GBDA.  The definitions 
outlined in proposed policy GCBDC/GDBDC were left as presented in the first reading.  Mrs. Wallace 
noted the requested correction to the error noted in the January 14th Work Session was made in item 
two, not item three as noted. 
 
The correction will be made to policy GCBDC/GDBDC and policies GBDA and GCBDC/GDBDC will 
have a third reading with possible adoption at the February 11th Work Session. 
 
Second Reading Revised Policy 
Following review of the recommended revisions from the January 14th Work Session and no additional 
input on policy IGBHE, the Board agreed to move forward with adoption of policy IGBHE during action 
items. 
 
Bond Discussion 
Mrs. Burns explained that at the conclusion of the January 15th Special Work Session the Board was in 
agreement with the District moving forward and pursuing a Facilities Bond during the May 2008 
election. 
 
Mr. Crist included a summary of the Oregon School Board’s Association Bonds and Ballots Workshop 
he recently attended. 
 
Mr. Stewart explained that he has been in contact with Dull Olson Weekes to get a timeline of when 
updated figures could be provided to the District should the Board move forward with the May 2008 
election, but more information on an anticipated package is needed. 
 
The Board recommended a package similar to the November 2007 election.  Mr. Stewart will follow-up 
with Dull Olson Weekes for updated figures for approval through the required resolution. 
 
Excise Tax Status 
Adam Stewart reported the City of St. Helens is collecting on the Construction Excise Tax.  The City of 
Columbia City is not collecting and responded to the draft intergovernmental agreement.  The 
agreement is under revision to include the City of Columbia City in the language.  Following finalization 
of the agreement, it will be brought back for adoption by the Board. 
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Hospital Property Land Swap Update 
Adam Stewart reported the Hospital Land Swap has not occurred yet.  Mitigation costs on the 
wetlands are being researched and should be finalized this week.  The hospital and city are ready to 
advance but are waiting on the District’s figures. 
 
ACTION ITEMS 
 
Approval of Resolution 2007-2008 No. 12 NWRESD 2008-2009 Local Service Plan 
 

Rebecca Wallace moved to approve Resolution 2007-2008 No. 12 NWRESD 2008-2009 Local 
Service Plan.  Bill Crist seconded. 
 
The motion carried unanimously as follows:  Rebecca Wallace, yes; Jana Mann, yes; Terri 
Burns, yes; and Bill Crist, yes. 

 
Approval of Resolution 2007-2008 No. 13 Supporting NCLB Reform 
 

Jana Mann moved to approve Resolution 2007-2008 No. 13 Supporting NCLB Reform.  Bill 
Crist seconded. 
 
The motion carried unanimously as follows:  Rebecca Wallace, yes; Jana Mann, yes; Terri 
Burns, yes; and Bill Crist, yes. 

 
Bond Direction for May 2008 Election 
 
 Bill Crist moved to advance with procedures for a May 2008 Bond campaign. Rebecca Wallace 

seconded. 
 
 The motion carried unanimously as follows:  Rebecca Wallace, yes; Jana Mann, yes; Terri 

Burns, yes; and Bill Crist, yes.  
 
Expanded Options Policy Revision 
 
 Jana Mann moved to approve revised policy IGBHE – Expanded Options Program.  Rebecca 

Wallace seconded. 
 

The motion carried unanimously as follows:  Rebecca Wallace, yes; Jana Mann, yes; Terri 
Burns, yes; and Bill Crist, yes. 

 
Public Comments Regarding Agenda Items 
None. 
 
Superintendent and Board Communication & Correspondence 
Mrs. Burns acknowledged the various site council minutes and thanked the schools for keeping the 
Board informed. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:22 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
             
Board Chair      Superintendent 
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Call to Order


The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. followed by the flag salute.  

Agenda Approval


Jana Mann moved to approve the agenda as provided.  Rebecca Wallace seconded.  The motion carried unanimously as follows:  Rebecca Wallace, yes; Jana Mann, yes; Terri Burns, yes; Bill Crist, yes.

Public Comment

City Council President, Keith Locke, commented on the City of St. Helens’ intent to increase communication through participation in community events and meetings.  A brief explanation on the City’s plan to implement an Urban Renewal District Plan was reviewed.  More information will be provided to the District as the City progresses with the plan.

Consent Agenda


Adam Stewart brought the Board’s attention to the corrected December 2007 and year to date enrollment and attendance reports.  The corrected reports reflect a decrease in the absence percentages.


Jana Mann moved to approve the consent agenda as follows:


Minutes of Work Session – January 14, 2008 (Revised 1/28/08)

Human Resources Report – December 2007


General Fund Revenue & Expenditure Report


General Fund Revenue & Expenditure Projection


Estimate of State and School Support for School Year


School Nutrition Fund Report


Student Enrollment/Attendance Information (Revised 1/28/08)

Accident Report – December 2007


Rebecca Wallace seconded.  The motion carried unanimously as follows:  Rebecca Wallace, yes; Jana Mann, yes; Terri Burns, yes; Bill Crist, yes.

Special Recognition

National School Board Month

Superintendent Adams announced the month of January is proclaimed as School Board Recognition month and reviewed the Governor’s Proclamation.  To thank the Board for their service to the St. Helens School District they were given a gift of appreciation and certificate from the Oregon School Boards Association.

Tutor Recognition


St. Helens High School Principal Nanette Hagen presented Terri Burns with a You Make the Difference certificate of appreciation for her volunteer tutoring services to high school Math students.  Mrs. Burns’ generosity is greatly appreciated by all who have benefited from her services.

Reports and Discussions


TAG

Judy Valpiani provided an informational presentation on Talented and Gifted Services.  TAG is mandated by federal and state law and, even though a small portion of funding from the state level is received for the TAG Specialist position, no federal funding is provided or available.

School District policy defines TAG students as those who have been identified as academically talented and/or intellectually gifted.  Identification is done based on a collection of evidence, not just a single test score.  The St. Helens School District currently has 141 identified TAG students.

TAG services provide instructional needs at the identified student’s level of learning and rate of learning through a personal education/TAG plan.  At the elementary and middle school level the student’s plan is developed each fall and, at the high school level, a four-year plan is written when the student is an incoming freshman.

Examples of education plans were reviewed and discussion was held on the availability of grant money and budgeted school district funds for the program.  Mrs. Valpiani noted she has applied for grants but has never been awarded any and would like to see some additional funding from the district for the program during the 2008-2009 budgeting process.

NWRESD Local Service Plan

Superintendent Adams provided a summary of NWRESD services that were reviewed by ESD representatives during the presentation of the NWRESD Annual Report at the December Board meeting.  The 2008-2009 Local Service Plan includes items and the associated cost for the ESD’s Core Programs and Contracted Services for the 2008-2009 school year as it applies to Columbia County School Districts.

Mr. Crist questioned the Distance Learning Program noted in the plan.  Mr. Stewart explained that the ESD is required to offer and provide the service if requested, however, there are no districts using the service.


Nanette Hagen added the district participates in distance learning programs such as Cool School.  ESD service credits are applied in other areas such as technology and truancy services.

NCLB Reform Resolution

Mrs. Burns provided information on the proposed NCLB reform resolution.  The proposed resolution was developed by the Oregon School Boards Association and the contents urge Congress to pass House Rule 648.  House Rule 648 would offer improvements that could address many of the unintended consequences of the act while still holding states and school districts accountable.  Representatives from OSBA will be attending the National School Board Associations Federal Relations Network conference in Washington in early February to meet with the congressional representatives to gain their support.

Mr. Crist reviewed information on the continuous oversight of Art and humanities through NCLB.  The continuous oversight resulted in Mr. Crist not initially being in support of the resolution.

Mrs. Wallace shared frustrations with how the original act was written and expressed appreciation for OSBA trying to address some of the problems.  She supported the resolution with the hope that Washington D.C. will get the message that what is in place doesn’t entirely work; NCLB has created problems within programs that use to work.

Mrs. Wallace suggested the Board create their own letter to forward to the legislature in addition to the resolution.


Second Reading New Policies

Superintendent Adams briefed the Board on new policy GBDA and legal counsel’s findings.  The Board recommended moving forward with version three of proposed policy GBDA.  The definitions outlined in proposed policy GCBDC/GDBDC were left as presented in the first reading.  Mrs. Wallace noted the requested correction to the error noted in the January 14th Work Session was made in item two, not item three as noted.


The correction will be made to policy GCBDC/GDBDC and policies GBDA and GCBDC/GDBDC will have a third reading with possible adoption at the February 11th Work Session.

Second Reading Revised Policy

Following review of the recommended revisions from the January 14th Work Session and no additional input on policy IGBHE, the Board agreed to move forward with adoption of policy IGBHE during action items.

Bond Discussion

Mrs. Burns explained that at the conclusion of the January 15th Special Work Session the Board was in agreement with the District moving forward and pursuing a Facilities Bond during the May 2008 election.


Mr. Crist included a summary of the Oregon School Board’s Association Bonds and Ballots Workshop he recently attended.

Mr. Stewart explained that he has been in contact with Dull Olson Weekes to get a timeline of when updated figures could be provided to the District should the Board move forward with the May 2008 election, but more information on an anticipated package is needed.


The Board recommended a package similar to the November 2007 election.  Mr. Stewart will follow-up with Dull Olson Weekes for updated figures for approval through the required resolution.

Excise Tax Status


Adam Stewart reported the City of St. Helens is collecting on the Construction Excise Tax.  The City of Columbia City is not collecting and responded to the draft intergovernmental agreement.  The agreement is under revision to include the City of Columbia City in the language.  Following finalization of the agreement, it will be brought back for adoption by the Board.

Hospital Property Land Swap Update


Adam Stewart reported the Hospital Land Swap has not occurred yet.  Mitigation costs on the wetlands are being researched and should be finalized this week.  The hospital and city are ready to advance but are waiting on the District’s figures.

ACTION ITEMS


Approval of Resolution 2007-2008 No. 12 NWRESD 2008-2009 Local Service Plan

Rebecca Wallace moved to approve Resolution 2007-2008 No. 12 NWRESD 2008-2009 Local Service Plan.  Bill Crist seconded.


The motion carried unanimously as follows:  Rebecca Wallace, yes; Jana Mann, yes; Terri Burns, yes; and Bill Crist, yes.

Approval of Resolution 2007-2008 No. 13 Supporting NCLB Reform

Jana Mann moved to approve Resolution 2007-2008 No. 13 Supporting NCLB Reform.  Bill Crist seconded.


The motion carried unanimously as follows:  Rebecca Wallace, yes; Jana Mann, yes; Terri Burns, yes; and Bill Crist, yes.


Bond Direction for May 2008 Election



Bill Crist moved to advance with procedures for a May 2008 Bond campaign. Rebecca Wallace seconded.



The motion carried unanimously as follows:  Rebecca Wallace, yes; Jana Mann, yes; Terri Burns, yes; and Bill Crist, yes.



Expanded Options Policy Revision



Jana Mann moved to approve revised policy IGBHE – Expanded Options Program.  Rebecca Wallace seconded.


The motion carried unanimously as follows:  Rebecca Wallace, yes; Jana Mann, yes; Terri Burns, yes; and Bill Crist, yes.

Public Comments Regarding Agenda Items


None.

Superintendent and Board Communication & Correspondence


Mrs. Burns acknowledged the various site council minutes and thanked the schools for keeping the Board informed.

The meeting adjourned at 8:22 p.m.


Board Chair





Superintendent
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