
St. Helens School District #502 
Board of Directors Meeting 

January 14, 2008 
 
The District School Board of School District #502, Columbia County, Oregon convened a work 
session at 6:30 in the Administration Office of the District, County and State on January 14, 
2008. 
 
Those present were: 

Terri Burns, Board Chair 
Jana Mann, Board Vice Chair 
Rebecca Wallace, Board Member 
Bill Crist, Board Member 
David Morrisson, Board Member 
Patricia Adams, Superintendent 
Adam Stewart, Director of Operations and Facilities 
Amanda Stuber, Executive Assistant 

 
Guests: 
 Jeri Deady  Judith Custy   Joanna Rau 

Karla Thompson Lori Thompson  Michelle Johnson 
Gail Martyn  Carl Grom-Baumgarten Jenny Ritz 
Karin Bates  David Bates   Diana Peterson 
Rory Lewno  Randy Peterson  Telka Peterson 
Seri Hong  Mahur Yalcinkaya 

 
Call to Order 
The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. followed by the flag salute. 
 
Agenda Approval 
Superintendent Adams requested to add recognition of a staff person prior to Reports and 
Discussions.  Mr. Morrisson requested the addition of agenda item Board Travel as a 
discussion item. 
 
Reports and Discussions 
 
Recognition 
Jeri Deady recognized and presented Syb Owens with a You Make the Difference certificate of 
appreciation.  Mrs. Owens explained that she and her staff have organized a Just Bag It 
Program for the students of room 22 and 24.  The Just Bag it Program will allow the students 
to take and fill grocery shopping orders from high school staff and students for a 10% fee.  
This program will provide the students with shopping experiences they will later need.  The 
10% fee will go toward community activities for the students in the program.  The hope is to 
eventually expand the program to the district office staff. 
 
Superintendent Report
Superintendent Adams provided an update on the K-6 Transition.  The elementary principals 
are hosting an optional open house on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday this week for all or 
any K-6 staff to meet each building’s principal, the assistant principal, and the building 
secretaries.  The open houses will highlight the building accomplishments.  Questions from 
staff will be answered, and a tour of the building will be provided.  Staff preference cards will 
go out to licensed staff at the end of February. 
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During the most recent meeting of the Boundary Review Committee four possible boundary 
options were identified.  The committee will meet on January 24th from 5:00 to 8:30 and 
January 31st from 6:30 to 8:30.  February 7th there will be a public forum at the middle school 
and the committee will present their recommendation to the community.  Following input from 
the community, they will meet again to consider the input.  A recommendation will go to the 
Superintendent on February 28th then the Board on March 10th.  Superintendent Adams noted 
that the committee is following the criteria and priorities established by the Board.  The 
Boundary Review Committee meetings are public meetings and public comment is accepted 
the first fifteen minutes of each meeting and the K-6 Transition Plan webpage is kept current. 
 
Superintendent Adams provided a report on the gas odor in the Gable Road area.  There were 
reports of nausea, headaches, and neck aches from staff and students.  School was released 
at 11:30 and all evening events at the high school were cancelled. 
 
It was also reported that Flash Alert experienced some issues last week during the inclement 
weather.  The district is aware of how many parents use the service and Flash News has 
reported that the technological problem has been corrected. 
 
David Morrisson and Bill Crist indicated they had not received notification of the gas odor 
incident.  Superintendent Adams explained that, as done in previous years, she contacts the 
Board Chair and the Board Chair contacts the Board with notification and/or updates as the 
day or event progresses. 
 
Superintendent Adams also reported that the schools are looking at next school year 
schedules.  The high school is looking at their course offerings and the middle school is 
researching the movement from a trimester to semester schedule.  It was noted that the district 
as a K-12 is looking at ways to maximize instructional minutes for the students. 
 
High School Exchange Students 
Superintendent Adams introduced Joanna Rau from the SHHS.  Mrs. Rau noted how well the 
four students have done in the program and introduced Chelsea Yarbor who participated in the 
Exchange Student Program. 
 
Jenny Ritz from South of Germany introduced herself.  She commented on her hot air balloon 
experiences with her host family, her trip to San Francisco, and the friends she’s made during 
her time here.  Jenny’s exchange trip ends in the next couple of weeks.  She noted she will 
miss her host family, the friends she’s made, and foods such as brownies. 
 
Carl Grom-Baumgarten from Germany introduced himself.  Carl commented on his sports 
experiences with football and wrestling.  He enjoyed attending a hockey game, will miss the full 
schedule he’s had during the school day, and his host family. 
 
Seri Hong from South Korea read an essay on her experience.  She noted the nervousness she 
had prior to coming and the depression she experienced after she arrived.  Despite Seri’s 
worries about the American Girls, she has adjusted and they are nice.  Recently Seri enjoyed a 
ski trip with other exchange students and commented on how much better she felt after the 
trip.  Seri will miss her host family very much when she returns to Korea. 
 
Mahur Yalcinkaya from Turkey introduced herself.  Mahur explained that she had a short term 
exchange experience two years ago and returned for a long term exchange this year.  When 
Mahur returns to Turkey she will be an engineer.  She visited Chicago with her host family 
during the holidays and received NBA season tickets from her host family.  Mau has been 
participating in swimming.  Although she misses her friends, she isn’t very homesick; her family 
will be visiting in February. 
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The Board thanked the students for coming to the district and the host families shared 
wonderful comments about the students.  Mrs. Rau encouraged the students to participate in 
hosting a family in the future if they have the opportunity. 
 
2007-2008 Division 22 Assurances 
Superintendent Adams explained the Oregon Department of Education requires an annual 
assessment of the Division 22 Standards and the district’s compliance with the established 
standards will be reported on to the Board and the community.  After an extensive review of 
the  OAR’s outlined, Superintendent Adams announced that the district has met all 
requirements. 
 
Proposed New Policies First Reading 
Superintendent Adams presented the Board proposed new policies GBDA and 
GCBDC/GDBDC. 
 
The title of policy GBDA was reviewed.  The Board was in agreement that the title should be 
revised. 
 
Mrs. Wallace questioned the district’s requirement to have the policy and having the policy as 
it is presented. 
 
Superintendent Adams did confirm that the policies are required and explained the policy 
could be revised but the content of the policy could not be changed. 
 
Mrs. Wallace suggested reducing policy GBDA to one sentence which would read “The 
superintendent shall see that the district makes a reasonable effort to provide a room or other 
location in close proximity to work areas, other than a restroom, where an employee can 
breast-feed her child or express milk in privacy.” 
 
Legal council will be sought on the ability to summarize the intent of the policy by referring 
them to the ORS that mandates the policy. 
 
On policy GCBDC/GDBDC Mrs. Wallace noted a typo on page one item three and suggested 
changing the word “of” to “or”. 
 
Mr. Morrisson suggested eliminating the definitions listed in the policy and simply refer the 
reader to the ORS listed on the policy. 
 
Mrs. Wallace also noted the need of the change in wording of “A” to “The” in the first sentence 
on page two. 
 
First Reading Policy IGBHE Revision 
Superintendent Adams introduced Judith Custy who reviewed the required revision to Board 
Policy IGBHE – Expanded Options Program.  The revisions included revise the timeline, 
addresses transfer students, establishes definitions, and revises the notification requirement to 
students. 
 
The Big Read 
The Board was presented a copy of The Maltese Falcon and information on The Big Read.  
Mrs. Custy reminded the Board of the grant received for the community’s participation in the 
event and invited the Board to participate. 
  
Budget Committee Vacancy 
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Adam Stewart announced there are two vacancies on the Budget Committee.  The vacancies 
are published in the upcoming editions of The Chronicle and The Spotlight and the application 
deadline is January 31st.  The first meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, January 23rd.  Mr. 
Stewart explained the January 23rd meeting is an organizational meeting where the committee 
chair and vice chair is appointed and updates are given on the 2007-2008 budget and the 
2008-2009 budget. 
 
Board Travel 
Mr. Morrisson commented that three board members were not aware that two board members 
are attending the National School Board conference.  Mr. Morrisson requested open 
discussion on the attendance of conferences. 
 
Superintendent Adams noted she forwarded information on the National Board conference in 
the late summer and information on the event was mailed out to each Board Member from the 
National School Board’s Association. 
 
Jana Mann noted she was not aware there would be a problem with her attending. 
 
Mrs. Burns commented on the possibility of having two or three members attending 
conferences and noted that funding has been established for attendance. 
 
Mr. Morrisson asked the other Board Members to inform the entire Board of their plans to 
attend conferences and report back to the Board following the conference. 
 
Superintendent Adams commented on the District Communication Plan and her strong 
advocacy of the Board attending conferences.  Superintendent Adams also acknowledged that 
the district has not had an attendee at a National Conference in five years. 
 
In conclusion of the discussion, Amanda should be contacted for additional information and 
enrollment of any upcoming conferences.  Following Board Member attendance of a 
conference the attendee will provide an update to the Board. 
 
Bond Results Data 
Mrs. Burns presented the Board with bond election results from the November 2006 and 
November 2007 bond elections.  It was noted that although there were minor gains in Yankton 
and the Columbia City area, the district was not any closer to passing the bond than the 
November 2006 election.  Following a detailed view of the data, Mrs. Burns requested the 
Board review the information and be prepared to discussion options at the January 28th Board 
Meeting on how to proceed or not proceed with another bond. 
 
Discussion was held on possibilities of why the bonds have failed.  Superintendent Adams 
commented on the negative publicity of the District and the release of tax statements at the 
time the ballots were sent out to the voters. 
 
Mr. Crist recommended having photos available showing the areas needing repair instead of 
providing tours to the community. 
 
Mrs. Burns commented on the absence of the cost on the ballot and the possibility of it hurting 
the election. 
 
To discuss the Board’s option further, a special work session was scheduled for Tuesday, 
January 22nd at 4:30 p.m. in the District Office Board Room. 
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Action Item 
 
Approval of Regular Meeting Minutes – December 10, 2007 

David Morrisson moved to approve the meeting minutes of the December 10, 2007 
Regular Meeting.  Bill Crist seconded.  The motion carried unanimously as follows:  
Rebecca Wallace, yes; David Morrisson, yes; Terri Burns, yes; and Bill Crist, yes. 
 

Board Correspondence 
Terri Burns acknowledged the board correspondence and informed the Board she responded 
to Ms. Pockrus’ email. 
 
Adjournment 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:40 p.m. 
 
 
             
Board Chair      Superintendent 
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Call to Order


The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. followed by the flag salute.


Agenda Approval


Superintendent Adams requested to add recognition of a staff person prior to Reports and Discussions.  Mr. Morrisson requested the addition of agenda item Board Travel as a discussion item.

Reports and Discussions


Recognition


Jeri Deady recognized and presented Syb Owens with a You Make the Difference certificate of appreciation.  Mrs. Owens explained that she and her staff have organized a Just Bag It Program for the students of room 22 and 24.  The Just Bag it Program will allow the students to take and fill grocery shopping orders from high school staff and students for a 10% fee.  This program will provide the students with shopping experiences they will later need.  The 10% fee will go toward community activities for the students in the program.  The hope is to eventually expand the program to the district office staff.


Superintendent Report

Superintendent Adams provided an update on the K-6 Transition.  The elementary principals are hosting an optional open house on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday this week for all or any K-6 staff to meet each building’s principal, the assistant principal, and the building secretaries.  The open houses will highlight the building accomplishments.  Questions from staff will be answered, and a tour of the building will be provided.  Staff preference cards will go out to licensed staff at the end of February.

During the most recent meeting of the Boundary Review Committee four possible boundary options were identified.  The committee will meet on January 24th from 5:00 to 8:30 and January 31st from 6:30 to 8:30.  February 7th there will be a public forum at the middle school and the committee will present their recommendation to the community.  Following input from the community, they will meet again to consider the input.  A recommendation will go to the Superintendent on February 28th then the Board on March 10th.  Superintendent Adams noted that the committee is following the criteria and priorities established by the Board.  The Boundary Review Committee meetings are public meetings and public comment is accepted the first fifteen minutes of each meeting and the K-6 Transition Plan webpage is kept current.

Superintendent Adams provided a report on the gas odor in the Gable Road area.  There were reports of nausea, headaches, and neck aches from staff and students.  School was released at 11:30 and all evening events at the high school were cancelled.

It was also reported that Flash Alert experienced some issues last week during the inclement weather.  The district is aware of how many parents use the service and Flash News has reported that the technological problem has been corrected.

David Morrisson and Bill Crist indicated they had not received notification of the gas odor incident.  Superintendent Adams explained that, as done in previous years, she contacts the Board Chair and the Board Chair contacts the Board with notification and/or updates as the day or event progresses.


Superintendent Adams also reported that the schools are looking at next school year schedules.  The high school is looking at their course offerings and the middle school is researching the movement from a trimester to semester schedule.  It was noted that the district as a K-12 is looking at ways to maximize instructional minutes for the students.

High School Exchange Students

Superintendent Adams introduced Joanna Rau from the SHHS.  Mrs. Rau noted how well the four students have done in the program and introduced Chelsea Yarbor who participated in the Exchange Student Program.

Jenny Ritz from South of Germany introduced herself.  She commented on her hot air balloon experiences with her host family, her trip to San Francisco, and the friends she’s made during her time here.  Jenny’s exchange trip ends in the next couple of weeks.  She noted she will miss her host family, the friends she’s made, and foods such as brownies.


Carl Grom-Baumgarten from Germany introduced himself.  Carl commented on his sports experiences with football and wrestling.  He enjoyed attending a hockey game, will miss the full schedule he’s had during the school day, and his host family.

Seri Hong from South Korea read an essay on her experience.  She noted the nervousness she had prior to coming and the depression she experienced after she arrived.  Despite Seri’s worries about the American Girls, she has adjusted and they are nice.  Recently Seri enjoyed a ski trip with other exchange students and commented on how much better she felt after the trip.  Seri will miss her host family very much when she returns to Korea.

Mahur Yalcinkaya from Turkey introduced herself.  Mahur explained that she had a short term exchange experience two years ago and returned for a long term exchange this year.  When Mahur returns to Turkey she will be an engineer.  She visited Chicago with her host family during the holidays and received NBA season tickets from her host family.  Mau has been participating in swimming.  Although she misses her friends, she isn’t very homesick; her family will be visiting in February.


The Board thanked the students for coming to the district and the host families shared wonderful comments about the students.  Mrs. Rau encouraged the students to participate in hosting a family in the future if they have the opportunity.

2007-2008 Division 22 Assurances

Superintendent Adams explained the Oregon Department of Education requires an annual assessment of the Division 22 Standards and the district’s compliance with the established standards will be reported on to the Board and the community.  After an extensive review of the  OAR’s outlined, Superintendent Adams announced that the district has met all requirements.


Proposed New Policies First Reading

Superintendent Adams presented the Board proposed new policies GBDA and GCBDC/GDBDC.

The title of policy GBDA was reviewed.  The Board was in agreement that the title should be revised.


Mrs. Wallace questioned the district’s requirement to have the policy and having the policy as it is presented.

Superintendent Adams did confirm that the policies are required and explained the policy could be revised but the content of the policy could not be changed.

Mrs. Wallace suggested reducing policy GBDA to one sentence which would read “The superintendent shall see that the district makes a reasonable effort to provide a room or other location in close proximity to work areas, other than a restroom, where an employee can breast-feed her child or express milk in privacy.”

Legal council will be sought on the ability to summarize the intent of the policy by referring them to the ORS that mandates the policy.

On policy GCBDC/GDBDC Mrs. Wallace noted a typo on page one item three and suggested changing the word “of” to “or”.

Mr. Morrisson suggested eliminating the definitions listed in the policy and simply refer the reader to the ORS listed on the policy.


Mrs. Wallace also noted the need of the change in wording of “A” to “The” in the first sentence on page two.

First Reading Policy IGBHE Revision

Superintendent Adams introduced Judith Custy who reviewed the required revision to Board Policy IGBHE – Expanded Options Program.  The revisions included revise the timeline, addresses transfer students, establishes definitions, and revises the notification requirement to students.


The Big Read

The Board was presented a copy of The Maltese Falcon and information on The Big Read.  Mrs. Custy reminded the Board of the grant received for the community’s participation in the event and invited the Board to participate.


Budget Committee Vacancy


Adam Stewart announced there are two vacancies on the Budget Committee.  The vacancies are published in the upcoming editions of The Chronicle and The Spotlight and the application deadline is January 31st.  The first meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, January 23rd.  Mr. Stewart explained the January 23rd meeting is an organizational meeting where the committee chair and vice chair is appointed and updates are given on the 2007-2008 budget and the 2008-2009 budget.

Board Travel

Mr. Morrisson commented that three board members were not aware that two board members are attending the National School Board conference.  Mr. Morrisson requested open discussion on the attendance of conferences.

Superintendent Adams noted she forwarded information on the National Board conference in the late summer and information on the event was mailed out to each Board Member from the National School Board’s Association.


Jana Mann noted she was not aware there would be a problem with her attending.

Mrs. Burns commented on the possibility of having two or three members attending conferences and noted that funding has been established for attendance.

Mr. Morrisson asked the other Board Members to inform the entire Board of their plans to attend conferences and report back to the Board following the conference.

Superintendent Adams commented on the District Communication Plan and her strong advocacy of the Board attending conferences.  Superintendent Adams also acknowledged that the district has not had an attendee at a National Conference in five years.

In conclusion of the discussion, Amanda should be contacted for additional information and enrollment of any upcoming conferences.  Following Board Member attendance of a conference the attendee will provide an update to the Board.

Bond Results Data

Mrs. Burns presented the Board with bond election results from the November 2006 and November 2007 bond elections.  It was noted that although there were minor gains in Yankton and the Columbia City area, the district was not any closer to passing the bond than the November 2006 election.  Following a detailed view of the data, Mrs. Burns requested the Board review the information and be prepared to discussion options at the January 28th Board Meeting on how to proceed or not proceed with another bond.

Discussion was held on possibilities of why the bonds have failed.  Superintendent Adams commented on the negative publicity of the District and the release of tax statements at the time the ballots were sent out to the voters.

Mr. Crist recommended having photos available showing the areas needing repair instead of providing tours to the community.

Mrs. Burns commented on the absence of the cost on the ballot and the possibility of it hurting the election.


To discuss the Board’s option further, a special work session was scheduled for Tuesday, January 22nd at 4:30 p.m. in the District Office Board Room.


Action Item

Approval of Regular Meeting Minutes – December 10, 2007

David Morrisson moved to approve the meeting minutes of the December 10, 2007 Regular Meeting.  Bill Crist seconded.  The motion carried unanimously as follows:  Rebecca Wallace, yes; David Morrisson, yes; Terri Burns, yes; and Bill Crist, yes.

Board Correspondence

Terri Burns acknowledged the board correspondence and informed the Board she responded to Ms. Pockrus’ email.

Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 8:40 p.m.


Board Chair





Superintendent
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