
St Helens School District #502 
Board of Directors Meeting 

November 27, 2006 

The District School Board of School District #502, Columbia County, Oregon 
convened a regular meeting at 6:30 in the Loo Wit room of St. Helens High School 
of the District, County and State on November 27, 2006. 
 
Those present were: 

David Morrisson 
Nathan Helwig 
Jana Mann 
Terri Burns 
Tim Lammers 
Patricia Adams, Superintendent 
Adam Stewart, Dir. Facilities and Operations 
Brett Williams, Executive Assistant 

 
Others Present:

Jerry Meadows 
Tim Graham 
Lori Thompson 
Kirk Garrison 
Tyler Garrison 
Marilyn Skipworth 
Scott Curtis 
Brian Heinze 
Paul Berg 

April Bamburg 
Michelle Tullock 
Darla Meeuwsen 
Bob Craig 
Ashlee Hansen 
Kevin Gonzales 
Travis Urbanski 
Judy Valpiani

 
Call to Order 
The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. followed by the flag salute. 
 
Public Comment 
There was no public comment on Non-Agenda items. 
 
Consent Agenda 

Mr Lammers. moved and Mr. Helwig seconded the motion to accept 
items on the consent agenda as amended.  The motion carried 
unanimously. 

 
Special Recognition
Penny Leader presented a certificate with great appreciation to Pat Corrigan for 
his ongoing support and volunteered services to departments within the district.  
He has provided ergonomic advice and recommendations for health and safety 
improvements. 
 



Cathy Carson gave a short presentation on a program for involving students in 
meaningful work at Lewis and Clark called “The Canoe Crew.”  She then 
presented certificates to Haley Spencer and Tyler Garrison, They are some of 
the outstanding students that have been instrumental in the success of the 
program.  Marilyn Skipworth was also recognized for her key role in facilitation of 
the program as a volunteer.   
 
Terri Burns acknowledged the hard work and dedication of Adam Stewart, Brett 
Williams, and Keith Meeuwsen (and his students) on behalf of the “Yes for Kids” 
committee during the bond.  A special recognition for Jennifer Miller was made 
for her many, many hours of work from the beginning of the campaign.  Lorraine 
Coopersmith was also acknowledged for her instrumental work.  Finally Patricia 
Adams was acknowledged for her dedication and perseverance on doing what 
she could within her abilities.  The committee is very thankful for every individual 
that took action during the campaign.  Jenny Mason was also recognized for her 
role in designing the campaign logo. 
 
Reports and Discussion
 
SHHS ASB Officers Report 
ASB officer, Katie McCausland, gave a report on activities of the students at the 
high school. The students are preparing for the winter festival.  The theme is 
“There’s No Wishes Like Snow Wishes” at this time.  A warm clothes drive will 
also be held.  The seniors will be having their Burgerville fundraising day on 
December 5, 2006. 
 
Professional Development 
Judith Custy presented a report on the 2.5 days that the board granted to staff for 
professional development during this school year.  The days have been divided 
by having instruction in the morning and implementation and hands on work in 
the afternoon on the in-service days.  There has been positive response and 
impact from these days so far.  A web-based survey tool is being used to get 
information from the staff to determine usefulness of the in-services and help 
direct content of future days. 
 
Mrs. Mann requested that the focus of future in-services be posted so parents 
and community members can see what the content of these days will be.   
 
There is an in-service day every month through April with the exception of 
December and March.  This accounts for the day which have been used in the 
past as well as the additional 2.5 days added this year.  Mrs. Adams shared that 
use of district, county, and state in-service days will be examined when setting 
the calendar for the next year. 
 
Arthur Academy



Mr. Stewart shared an e-mail which was received on November 22, 2006 
expressing the interest of the Arthur Academy to purchase the Yankton property.  
The issue will need to be addressed at a future board meeting. 
 
Mr. Helwig requested that communication be made with the Christian School to 
clarify their position. 
 
Ford Leadership Institute
Mrs. Adams shared that the South Columbia County Chamber of Commerce has 
received a grant for participation in a community leadership program.  
Nominations for participation was made.  The nominees then apply to be 
selected for participation in the program.  The nominees from Mrs. Adams 
included Michelle Tullock, Scott Curtis, Ben Gartman, Brett Williams, Brian 
Heinze, Jon Franco, Alex Csak, Barb Hudson, and Gary Hudson. 
 
The program uses existing leaders and emerging leaders in the community to 
strengthen the leadership within the community. 
 
Facility & Enrollment Work Session
It was suggested by Mrs. Adams to make the December 11th work session a 
longer session to allow for an in depth look at the district’s 20 year plan.  There is 
also precinct information from the bond vote.  December 4th from 4:00-7:00 was 
agreed as an alternate time to hold the extended meeting.  A decision will be 
made on the 4th whether to still hold a meeting on December 11th.  Other 
suggested agenda items were configuration and Yankton. 
 
School Board Vacancies and Policy 
There was a concern raised through OSBA that board members appointed to a 
vacant position should complete the full term of the vacated position.  It was 
confirmed through research that the current board policies is correct that an 
appointee fills a vacated position through June 30th following the next general 
election.  It was noted that there will be three positions up for election. 
 
Relocation of Meetings
Mrs. Mann suggested that alternate location or configuration for meetings be 
considered.  It was suggested to utilize the district office board room.  Mr. Helwig 
shared that capacity was an issue and suggested teleconferencing as an 
alternative.  Mr. Lammers invited public members to send an e-mail to the board 
about preferred locations.  School libraries and the Columbia Technology Center 
were also suggested as other alternate locations. 
 
Action Items

Mr. Helwig moved and Mrs. Mann seconded the motion to approve 
the 2007-2008 Budget Committee Calendar.  The motion carried 
unanimously. 

 



Communication and Correspondence
The board acknowledged receipt and review of all correspondence listed on the 
agenda. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:39 p.m. 
 
          
Board Chair   Superintendent
 


