
St. Helens School District #502 
Board of Directors Meeting 

October 8, 2007 
 
The District School Board of School District #502, Columbia County, Oregon convened a work 
session at 6:45 in the Administration Office of the District, County and State on October 8, 
2007. 
 
Those present were: 

Terri Burns, Board Chair 
Jana Mann, Board Vice-Chair 
Bill Crist, Board Member 
David Morrisson, Board Member 
Patricia Adams, Superintendent 
Adam Stewart, Director of Operations and Facilities 
Amanda Stuber, Executive Assistant 

 
Guests: 
 Scott Curtis Jeri Deady Nannette Hagen 
 Judy Valpiani Cathy Carson Lorraine Coopersmith 
 Judith Custy Bruce Carvalho Anna Waters 
 Gail Martin Diana Peterson Diana Johnstun 
 Michelle Johnson Mindy Sass Caleb Johnstun 
 Jared Houghtelling Jesse Johstun April Bamburg, Press 
 Darryl Swan, Press 
 
Call to Order 
The meeting was called to order at 6:45 p.m. followed by the flag salute. 
 
Agenda Approval 
Terri Burns welcomed Boy Scout members Caleb Johnstun and Jared Houghtelling who 
introduced themselves and explained their attendance of the work session is to assist with 
earning the Boy Scout’s Citizenship in the Community merit badge. 
 
Following David Morrisson’s motion to approve the agenda of the work session and Jana 
Mann’s second of the motion, Terri Burns entered a motion to move agenda item 3.6 to 3.1 
and to remove the minutes of the September 24, 2007 regular meeting.  David Morrisson 
seconded the motion to revise the agenda as requested.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
Jana Mann moved to approve the amended agenda.  Bill Crist seconded.  The amended 
agenda was unanimously approved. 
 
Reports and Discussions 
 
November 2007 Facilities Bond 
 
St. Helens School District parent and Bond Committee Member Mindy Sass announced the 
October 16th informational meeting scheduled at the St. Helens High School in the Loo Wit 
room and explained the event is being held as an informational session only on ballot 
measures 49, 50, and St. Helens School District’s bond measure 5-176.  Other upcoming 
events announced by Mindy included the high school’s Street Law and Leadership class’s 
Saturday Street Walks, the informational booth at the Kiwanis Children’s Fair at the high school 
on October 27th, voter registration card distribution during this coming Thursday’s student drop 
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off time, and upcoming phone banks.  Mindy encouraged volunteers to assist in any way 
possible. 
 
Superintendent Report
Superintendent Patricia Adams presented the board with a 2007 legislative summary and 
provided a briefing on four of the 57 legislative pieces.  House Joint Resolution 15 amends the 
current double majority requirement for May and November elections, Senate Bill 1036 allows 
school districts to impose a tax on new construction, Senate Bill 379 requires the yearly 
training of school district employees on the prevention and identification of child abuse, and 
Senate Bill 554 requires all government entities respond as soon as practicable and without 
undue delay to a written request for a public document.  Ms. Adams also noted that in regard 
to SB379, district personnel already follow the mandatory reporting and plans for further 
training is in process and SB554 has already been addressed through the recent policy update. 
 
Ms. Adams also reviewed the upcoming in-service days on October 12th and November 1st.  
The first portion of the day on November 1st is scheduled as an in-service day for District 
Emergency Procedure Manual review with the afternoon of November 1st and the entire day of 
November 2nd for fall parent teacher conferences. 
 
Middle School Literacy Data 
 
Anna Waters from the St. Helens Middle School reported on the middle school literacy data 
and student variables in reading knowledge and skills.  Ms. Waters reviewed the median 
scores for both 7th and 8th grade students and a significant improvement in both grade level’s 
median score and special education test scores was noted.  Following the review of median 
scores, an overview of the intervention program’s overall goal to one day advance the students 
to successful independent reading was noted and the next step for the team is to follow a 
similar process for writing. 
 
Middle School Read 180 
 
Judith Custy reported on the Read 180 Program that is new to the middle school.  Mrs. Custy 
explained that the Read 180 Program is a reading intervention program designed for students 
who are reading significantly below grade level and the layout of the room was reviewed as a 
room that contains work stations and comfortable furniture in the Independent Reading area.  
Examples of the program were provided in the presentation and technology is in the process of 
having the program set up at Columbia City School. 
  
Middle School Improvement Plan 
 
Scott Curtis introduced site council members Jesse Johnstun and Michelle Johnson and 
presented the St. Helens Middle School’s 2007-2008 School Improvement Plan.  The first goal 
reviewed was the goal to increase the percentage of students receiving reading intervention 
that meet the state Reading benchmark score from 24% to 29% by June 2008.  The second 
goal established sets a 5% increase in the percentage of students that meet or exceed the 
state standard in the writing traits of organization, sentence fluency, and conventions, as 
measured by the students’ work samples.  The third goal reviewed by Mr. Curtis is the goal to 
improve two-way communication between home and school by creating two new forms of 
communication and improving the four existing communication tools. 
 
Bill Crist inquired how, if at all, the presented middle school improvement plan pertains to 
home schooled students.  Mr. Curtis explained that the plan only pertains to regular attending 
middle school student’s education process and the home school registry and tracking process 
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by the Northwest Regional ESD was explained.  Funding for the release time of staff for the 
development process of the school improvement plans and the purchasing of supplies for the 
meetings was briefly reviewed, and the Board commended Scott and the middle school site 
council for their work. 
  
Columbia City School Improvement Plan 
Judy Valpiani presented the board with Columbia City School’s School Improvement Plan.  The 
first of the three established goals is to increase the number of students who meet or exceed 
the sixth grade state benchmark in Reading by 5%.  The second goal is to increase the number 
of students who meet or exceed the sixth grade state benchmark in Math by 5% through 
differentiated instruction following the analysis of RIT score data.  The third goal reviewed by 
Mrs. Valpiani was the goal to increase parent involvement through communication and by 
providing a variety of opportunities for participation.  Mrs. Valpiani reviewed the different ways 
information on the largest item of interest, outdoor school, is provided to families and an 
example of the postcard from the principal was provided to each school board member. 
 
Board Policy Rewrite Update 
Terri Burns reported all of the policy revisions done during the policy rewrite have been 
forwarded to the Oregon School Board’s Association and Mrs. Burns explained that an update 
will be provided at each meeting until the project is complete. 
 
Discussion was held on the board policies currently located on the district website.  It was 
stated by Mr. Morrisson that the recently adopted policies are the accurate policies and 
recommended that the policies be removed from the district website. 
  
It was noted that Adam Stewart will remove the policies from the district website as soon as 
possible.  Mrs. Burns directed everyone to contact the district office for policy information 
during the remainder of the rewrite process. 
 
District Communication Plan 
Terri Burns presented the board with a draft of the district communication plan and requested 
the board review and submit communication strategies for the board level.  The board was 
requested to review the plan and bring suggests to the October 22nd meeting for review. 
  
Action Item 
 
K-6 Elementary Schools 
Terri Burns explained that at the September 24th meeting a motion was entered on the K-6 
elementary school configuration and since that meeting, question has risen on if and how the 
vote actually carried.  To clarify the vote, Mrs. Burns requested a revote. 
 
David Morrisson noted that even though the request is up to the discretion of the board chair, 
he did not believe a revote is necessary.  Following discussion on what the meeting minutes 
reflected, the pole conducted by Mrs. Burns indicated the following votes on the K-6 
elementary school motion:  David Morrisson, yes; Jana Mann, yes; Terri Burns, yes; and Bill 
Crist, yes. 
 
Board Correspondence 
Terri Burns noted the board correspondence and thanked the buildings for the site council 
minutes. 
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Adjournment 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:25 p.m. 
 
 
             
Board Chair      Superintendent 
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