
St. Helens School District #502 
Board of Directors Meeting 

September 24, 2007 
 
The District School Board of School District #502, Columbia County, Oregon convened in 
regular session at 6:30 in the Administration Office of the District, County and State on 
September 24, 2007. 
 
Those present were: 

Terri Burns, Board Chair 
Jana Mann, Board Vice-Chair 
Bill Crist, Board Member 
David Morrisson, Board Member 
Patricia Adams, Superintendent 
Adam Stewart, Director of Operations and Facilities 
Amanda Stuber, Executive Assistant 

 
Guests: 
 Cathy Carson   Tonya Arnold   Scott Curtis 

Karla Thompson  Telka Peterson  Sally Gump 
Sandy Craft   Judith Custy   Colleen Grogan 

 April Bamburg, Press  Darryl Swan, Press  David Karn    
 Jeri Deady   Bruce Carvalho  Judy Valpiani 
 Barbara Shriver  Laura Bennett   Christie Rustan 
 Mary Schaer   Earl Fisher   Shelly Sandford 
 William Freymuth  Matt Olson   Cody Jones 
 Cindy Jaeger 
  
 
Call to Order 
The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. followed by the flag salute.  Terri Burns provided 
an update on Rebecca Wallace’s recent surgery and wished Rebecca well in her recovery. 
 
Agenda Approval 
Prior to agenda approval Bill Crist indicated through discussion the need for a board workshop 
to review Board Meeting procedures and to establish a clearer definition of the experience 
board member’s unspoken rules.  Mr. Crist noted that after conducting research on school 
board meeting operations, the Roberts Rules Manual, and the various workshops he’s 
attended there seems to be some confusion on the procedures. 
 
Following discussion between the board members on Mr. Crist’s concern, Terri Burns 
indicated she would meet with Mr. Crist to possibly address some of his questions and 
concerns. 
  
David Morrisson requested action item 7.2 be added as follow up to agenda discussion item 
6.5 K-6 - Elementary Schools. 
 
Jana Mann entered a motion approve the agenda with the addition of action item 7.2 Approval 
of K-6 Elementary Schools.  David Morrisson seconded.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
Consent Agenda 
Patricia Adams explained the board receives a human resources report in their packets each 
board meeting and noted that new hires will be invited to the meeting their hire is approved at 
for introduction, and turned the introductions of new hires over to the building principals. 
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Following Cathy Carson’s introduction of Matt Olson as the Lewis and Clark computer lab 
technician, Scott Curtis introduced the middle school assistant principal Bruce Carvalho and 
William Freymuth as the new middle school math teacher. 
 
Bill Crist moved to approve the Consent Agenda as follows.  David Morrisson seconded. 

4.1 Minutes of Regular Meeting – August 27, 2007 
4.2 Minutes of Work Session – September 10, 2007 
4.3 Human Resources Report – July 2007 & September 2007 
4.4 General Fund Revenue & Expenditure Report 
4.5 General Fund Revenue & Expenditure Projection 
4.6 Estimate of State and School Support for School Year 
4.7 Student Enrollment/Attendance Information 

 
The motion carried unanimously. 
 
Special Recognition 
On behalf of Rebecca Wallace Terri Burns recognized the high school’s manufacturing class 
for their professionalism during their visit to her home for a project and thanked them for the 
flowers Rebecca came home to from her hospitalization. 
 
Scott Curtis introduced Charles Sanders who accepted certificates of recognition on behalf of 
Katie Van Winkle and Rossin Ebrahimi for their accomplishment of being two of the three 
published writers in the Portland based literacy journal Ink Filled Page.  
 
On behalf of Lewis & Clark Intermediate and McBride Elementary School Cathy Carson 
introduced and honored Parent Teacher Club President Cassandra Hylton with a certificate of 
appreciation for Cassandra’s continuous involvement and dedication as a parent volunteer. 
 
Reports and Discussions 
St. Helens High School ASB Report
Cody Jones announced this is homecoming week, reviewed the week’s events, announced the 
homecoming court, and noted the game time change from 7:30 to 7:00 p.m. 
 
Adequate Yearly Progress 
Patricia Adams reviewed the basics of the Adequate Yearly Progress guidelines and the five 
categories districts are required to meet as part of the No Child Left Behind Act.  Grades K-6 
meet AYP but the middle school and high school did not meet in the targeted areas of 
English/Language Arts and Mathematics for the sub population of students with disabilities 
and economically disadvantaged.  Due to the middle and high school not meeting AYP, the 
district has not met AYP as a whole. 
 
Lewis & Clark Professional Learning Teams 
Cathy Carson introduced Lewis and Clark’s 4th Grade Math Professional Learning Team 
members Sandy Kraft, Barb Shriver, Laura Bennett, and Mr. Karn.  The learning team provided 
a presentation on the team’s goals, implementation successes and challenges, and the student 
pre and post test scores.  Following the conclusion of the report Cathy Carson noted that the 
27% score increase was an increase of the targeted students who participated in the 
intervention. 
 
Lewis & Clark School Improvement Plan 
Cathy Carson provided copies of Lewis & Clark Intermediate School’s drafted 2007-2008 
School Improvement Plan and recognized Lewis & Clark site council member Laura Bennett 
who was in attendance.  The first SMART Goal reviewed pertained to the subjects of Reading 
and Math and was established to increase the average RIT scores by 5% of all students in 
grades three, four, and five  who fall into the lowest 30% of their grade.  Mrs. Carson noted the 
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30% is an increase from the previously established 25% and noted the site council was 
unclear of how the 25% was established, but did feel the increase was necessary. 
 
The second goal reviewed by Mrs. Carson pertained to Writing and has been established to 
increase the number of staff trained in specific writing curriculum and/or strategies to 100%.  
This training will have an anticipated result of a 5% increase in fourth grade writing scores of 
those students who meet or exceed the state standard.  The third goal outlined in the draft is 
that Lewis & Clark’s SIP is to increase parent involvement during the school year through 
communication and a variety of opportunities for parental participation in their student’s 
school. 
 
Following the conclusion of the report on the Lewis & Clark School Improvement Plan Mr. 
Morrisson provided Mrs. Carson a brief history on the previously established 25 percent 
indicated in the first goal.  Lewis & Clark Site Council and Mrs. Carson were commended for 
the work done to date. 
  
K-6 Elementary Schools 
Patricia Adams reported on the proposed K-6 elementary school reconfiguration and reviewed 
the essential components that will need to be addressed prior to implementation.  It was 
explained that the proposed K-6 neighborhood reconfiguration is in response to the 
community survey conducted following the 2006 election bond failure and Mrs. Adams 
provided a brief summary of the reasons provided in the survey. 
 
To establish boundaries it was explained that a committee comprised of parents, community 
members, staff, school board members, and administration will need to be established and the 
boundary options will require board approval.  Transportation issues will be addressed through 
a transportation plan and the district will coordinate the planning for a complete and efficient 
transition through an operations and facility review that will consist of the management of 
equipment, materials, furniture, and supplies.   Mrs. Adams concluded the K-6 neighborhood 
schools’ report with a notation that the reconfiguration will be a community and district wide 
project and following approval of the transition, it will be included in the budget process for the 
2008-2009 school year. 
 
Jana Mann expressed her concerns with breaking up the close teacher cohorts and discussion 
was held on the need to keep the district from socioeconomic division.  Prior to further 
discussion on the two concerns David Morrisson explained a motion to move the district from 
the current configuration is necessary to continue discussion on the matter.  Mr. Morrisson 
entered a motion to move the St. Helens School District from the current configuration.  Bill 
Crist seconded.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
The K-6 neighborhood school configuration discussion continued with a concern for the lack of 
staff input on the survey being brought to light by Mrs. Mann.  Mrs. Adams briefly reviewed the 
timeline of the survey and noted that email reminders of survey timeline were submitted to the 
staff.  The discussion was concluded with Mrs. Mann stressing the need to listen to the 
teaching staff, which was noted as being greatly impacted by the reconfiguration as well, and 
Mr. Morrisson reminded everyone that the change is necessary to assist with addressing the 
current building capacity concerns. 
 
Emergency Procedures, Incident Command System 
Patricia Adams presented the board with an updated draft of the Emergency Procedure 
Manual developed by the Incident Command Committee that consisted of staff, local police 
and fire, and Mrs. Adams explained that following some final touches and printing of the 
manual, it will be distributed to each staff member for their classroom.  As an example of a 
buildings individual plan, Scott Curtis shared a copy of the middle school’s emergency plan 
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and briefly reviewed the middle school’s chain of command and provided a brief explanation of 
a possible scenario. 
 
Bill Crist presented scenarios of possible disasters that would require an emergency plan and 
Mrs. Adams noted there are areas within the manual that outline procedures pertaining to the 
emergency situation.  Mr. Crist stressed the importance to also include issues where there is 
the possibility of no emergency response due to possible railroad track closure.  To assist with 
addressing some of Mr. Crist’s concerns Terri Burns requested Mr. Crist attend the next CEPA 
training on October 2nd.  In conclusion to the Emergency Procedure Manual discussion it was 
recommended Nanette Hagen move forward with the final touches and printing of the manual 
as developed by the Incident Command System. 
 
Policy Section K/L Second Reading 
Terri Burns reviewed the status of the policy section K/L and Mr. Crist reviewed his concerns 
with the adoption of policy KGB.  Mr. Crist requested policy KGB be placed on hold and 
reevaluated following resolution of the pending court case.  Following discussion on the 
potential impact of the court’s decision, it was determined that policy KGB will remain as is. 
 
Due to an estimated six week completion process of the online policy conversion through 
OSBA, Terri Burns requested the board adopt policy sections J, K, and L tonight if there were 
no further revisions or concerns on the reviewed sections.  No objections to Board Chair 
Burns’ suggestion were expressed and the board was in agreement to expedite the process. 
 
ACTION ITEMS 
 
Policy Rewrite Adoption 
 

Bill Crist moved and David Morrisson seconded to approve policy section J.  The 
motion carried unanimously. 

 
 David Morrisson moved to amend action item 7.1.1 to include policy sections K 

and L with the removal of policy KGB.  Jana Mann seconded.  The motion carried 
unanimously. 

 
K-6 Elementary Schools 
 
 David Morrisson moved to change the school district configuration to a K-6 

neighborhood school district prior to fall 2008.  Bill Crist seconded.  The motion 
carried unanimously. 

 
Public Comments Regarding Agenda Items 
 
As both a community member and a parent of the district, Nanette Hagen commended the 
board on the official movement towards the reconfiguration of the district and noted that the 
teaching staff will be great no matter what their teaching assignment is in the reconfiguration. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:40 p.m. 
 
 
 
             
Board Chair      Superintendent 
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St. Helens School District #502


Board of Directors Meeting

September 24, 2007

The District School Board of School District #502, Columbia County, Oregon convened in regular session at 6:30 in the Administration Office of the District, County and State on September 24, 2007.


Those present were:


Terri Burns, Board Chair


Jana Mann, Board Vice-Chair


Bill Crist, Board Member

David Morrisson, Board Member

Patricia Adams, Superintendent


Adam Stewart, Director of Operations and Facilities


Amanda Stuber, Executive Assistant


Guests:



Cathy Carson


Tonya Arnold


Scott Curtis

Karla Thompson

Telka Peterson

Sally Gump

Sandy Craft


Judith Custy


Colleen Grogan

April Bamburg, Press

Darryl Swan, Press

David Karn






Jeri Deady


Bruce Carvalho

Judy Valpiani


Barbara Shriver

Laura Bennett


Christie Rustan



Mary Schaer


Earl Fisher


Shelly Sandford



William Freymuth

Matt Olson


Cody Jones


Cindy Jaeger

Call to Order


The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. followed by the flag salute.  Terri Burns provided an update on Rebecca Wallace’s recent surgery and wished Rebecca well in her recovery.

Agenda Approval


Prior to agenda approval Bill Crist indicated through discussion the need for a board workshop to review Board Meeting procedures and to establish a clearer definition of the experience board member’s unspoken rules.  Mr. Crist noted that after conducting research on school board meeting operations, the Roberts Rules Manual, and the various workshops he’s attended there seems to be some confusion on the procedures.

Following discussion between the board members on Mr. Crist’s concern, Terri Burns indicated she would meet with Mr. Crist to possibly address some of his questions and concerns.


David Morrisson requested action item 7.2 be added as follow up to agenda discussion item 6.5 K-6 - Elementary Schools.


Jana Mann entered a motion approve the agenda with the addition of action item 7.2 Approval of K-6 Elementary Schools.  David Morrisson seconded.  The motion carried unanimously.

Consent Agenda


Patricia Adams explained the board receives a human resources report in their packets each board meeting and noted that new hires will be invited to the meeting their hire is approved at for introduction, and turned the introductions of new hires over to the building principals.


Following Cathy Carson’s introduction of Matt Olson as the Lewis and Clark computer lab technician, Scott Curtis introduced the middle school assistant principal Bruce Carvalho and William Freymuth as the new middle school math teacher.

Bill Crist moved to approve the Consent Agenda as follows.  David Morrisson seconded.

4.1 Minutes of Regular Meeting – August 27, 2007

4.2 Minutes of Work Session – September 10, 2007


4.3 Human Resources Report – July 2007 & September 2007

4.4 General Fund Revenue & Expenditure Report


4.5 General Fund Revenue & Expenditure Projection


4.6 Estimate of State and School Support for School Year


4.7 Student Enrollment/Attendance Information

The motion carried unanimously.

Special Recognition


On behalf of Rebecca Wallace Terri Burns recognized the high school’s manufacturing class for their professionalism during their visit to her home for a project and thanked them for the flowers Rebecca came home to from her hospitalization.

Scott Curtis introduced Charles Sanders who accepted certificates of recognition on behalf of Katie Van Winkle and Rossin Ebrahimi for their accomplishment of being two of the three published writers in the Portland based literacy journal Ink Filled Page. 

On behalf of Lewis & Clark Intermediate and McBride Elementary School Cathy Carson introduced and honored Parent Teacher Club President Cassandra Hylton with a certificate of appreciation for Cassandra’s continuous involvement and dedication as a parent volunteer.

Reports and Discussions


St. Helens High School ASB Report

Cody Jones announced this is homecoming week, reviewed the week’s events, announced the homecoming court, and noted the game time change from 7:30 to 7:00 p.m.

Adequate Yearly Progress

Patricia Adams reviewed the basics of the Adequate Yearly Progress guidelines and the five categories districts are required to meet as part of the No Child Left Behind Act.  Grades K-6 meet AYP but the middle school and high school did not meet in the targeted areas of English/Language Arts and Mathematics for the sub population of students with disabilities and economically disadvantaged.  Due to the middle and high school not meeting AYP, the district has not met AYP as a whole.

Lewis & Clark Professional Learning Teams

Cathy Carson introduced Lewis and Clark’s 4th Grade Math Professional Learning Team members Sandy Kraft, Barb Shriver, Laura Bennett, and Mr. Karn.  The learning team provided a presentation on the team’s goals, implementation successes and challenges, and the student pre and post test scores.  Following the conclusion of the report Cathy Carson noted that the 27% score increase was an increase of the targeted students who participated in the intervention.


Lewis & Clark School Improvement Plan

Cathy Carson provided copies of Lewis & Clark Intermediate School’s drafted 2007-2008 School Improvement Plan and recognized Lewis & Clark site council member Laura Bennett who was in attendance.  The first SMART Goal reviewed pertained to the subjects of Reading and Math and was established to increase the average RIT scores by 5% of all students in grades three, four, and five  who fall into the lowest 30% of their grade.  Mrs. Carson noted the 30% is an increase from the previously established 25% and noted the site council was unclear of how the 25% was established, but did feel the increase was necessary.


The second goal reviewed by Mrs. Carson pertained to Writing and has been established to increase the number of staff trained in specific writing curriculum and/or strategies to 100%.  This training will have an anticipated result of a 5% increase in fourth grade writing scores of those students who meet or exceed the state standard.  The third goal outlined in the draft is that Lewis & Clark’s SIP is to increase parent involvement during the school year through communication and a variety of opportunities for parental participation in their student’s school.

Following the conclusion of the report on the Lewis & Clark School Improvement Plan Mr. Morrisson provided Mrs. Carson a brief history on the previously established 25 percent indicated in the first goal.  Lewis & Clark Site Council and Mrs. Carson were commended for the work done to date.


K-6 Elementary Schools


Patricia Adams reported on the proposed K-6 elementary school reconfiguration and reviewed the essential components that will need to be addressed prior to implementation.  It was explained that the proposed K-6 neighborhood reconfiguration is in response to the community survey conducted following the 2006 election bond failure and Mrs. Adams provided a brief summary of the reasons provided in the survey.

To establish boundaries it was explained that a committee comprised of parents, community members, staff, school board members, and administration will need to be established and the boundary options will require board approval.  Transportation issues will be addressed through a transportation plan and the district will coordinate the planning for a complete and efficient transition through an operations and facility review that will consist of the management of equipment, materials, furniture, and supplies.   Mrs. Adams concluded the K-6 neighborhood schools’ report with a notation that the reconfiguration will be a community and district wide project and following approval of the transition, it will be included in the budget process for the 2008-2009 school year.


Jana Mann expressed her concerns with breaking up the close teacher cohorts and discussion was held on the need to keep the district from socioeconomic division.  Prior to further discussion on the two concerns David Morrisson explained a motion to move the district from the current configuration is necessary to continue discussion on the matter.  Mr. Morrisson entered a motion to move the St. Helens School District from the current configuration.  Bill Crist seconded.  The motion carried unanimously.

The K-6 neighborhood school configuration discussion continued with a concern for the lack of staff input on the survey being brought to light by Mrs. Mann.  Mrs. Adams briefly reviewed the timeline of the survey and noted that email reminders of survey timeline were submitted to the staff.  The discussion was concluded with Mrs. Mann stressing the need to listen to the teaching staff, which was noted as being greatly impacted by the reconfiguration as well, and Mr. Morrisson reminded everyone that the change is necessary to assist with addressing the current building capacity concerns.

Emergency Procedures, Incident Command System


Patricia Adams presented the board with an updated draft of the Emergency Procedure Manual developed by the Incident Command Committee that consisted of staff, local police and fire, and Mrs. Adams explained that following some final touches and printing of the manual, it will be distributed to each staff member for their classroom.  As an example of a buildings individual plan, Scott Curtis shared a copy of the middle school’s emergency plan and briefly reviewed the middle school’s chain of command and provided a brief explanation of a possible scenario.

Bill Crist presented scenarios of possible disasters that would require an emergency plan and Mrs. Adams noted there are areas within the manual that outline procedures pertaining to the emergency situation.  Mr. Crist stressed the importance to also include issues where there is the possibility of no emergency response due to possible railroad track closure.  To assist with addressing some of Mr. Crist’s concerns Terri Burns requested Mr. Crist attend the next CEPA training on October 2nd.  In conclusion to the Emergency Procedure Manual discussion it was recommended Nanette Hagen move forward with the final touches and printing of the manual as developed by the Incident Command System.


Policy Section K/L Second Reading


Terri Burns reviewed the status of the policy section K/L and Mr. Crist reviewed his concerns with the adoption of policy KGB.  Mr. Crist requested policy KGB be placed on hold and reevaluated following resolution of the pending court case.  Following discussion on the potential impact of the court’s decision, it was determined that policy KGB will remain as is.


Due to an estimated six week completion process of the online policy conversion through OSBA, Terri Burns requested the board adopt policy sections J, K, and L tonight if there were no further revisions or concerns on the reviewed sections.  No objections to Board Chair Burns’ suggestion were expressed and the board was in agreement to expedite the process.

ACTION ITEMS


Policy Rewrite Adoption

Bill Crist moved and David Morrisson seconded to approve policy section J.  The motion carried unanimously.


David Morrisson moved to amend action item 7.1.1 to include policy sections K and L with the removal of policy KGB.  Jana Mann seconded.  The motion carried unanimously.

K-6 Elementary Schools



David Morrisson moved to change the school district configuration to a K-6 neighborhood school district prior to fall 2008.  Bill Crist seconded.  The motion carried unanimously.

Public Comments Regarding Agenda Items


As both a community member and a parent of the district, Nanette Hagen commended the board on the official movement towards the reconfiguration of the district and noted that the teaching staff will be great no matter what their teaching assignment is in the reconfiguration.

The meeting adjourned at 8:40 p.m.

Board Chair





Superintendent
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