
St Helens School District #502 
Board of Directors Meeting 

September 11, 2006 

The District School Board of School District #502, Columbia County, Oregon convened a 
work session at 6:30 in the Board Room of the Administration Offices of the District, 
County and State on September 11, 2006. 
 
Those present were: 

David Morrisson, Chair 
Nathan Helwig, Vice-Chair 
Tim Lammers, Board Member 
Jana Mann, Board Member 
Terri Burns, Board Member 
Patricia Adams, Superintendent 
Adam Stewart, Dir. Facilities and Operations 
Brett Williams, Executive Assistant 

 
Other present were: 
Michelle Tullock 
Scott Curtis 
Jeri Deady 
Lori Thompson 
Judy Valpiani 
Paul Berg 
Cathy Carson 
Jerry Meadows 
Joanna Rau 
Judith Custy 
Brian Heinze 
Tim Graham 
April Bramberg, press 
Darrell Swan, press 
 
The Meeting was called to order at 6:30 by Mr. Morrisson followed by the flag salute. 

 
Reports and Discussion 
 
School Improvement Plans 
Ms. Adams introduced Judith Custy, the new Director of Curriculum and Instruction.  
Mrs. Custy gave a brief overview of how the content of the school’s improvement plans 
have been developed.   
 
Each school’s principal presented the School Improvement Plan for their school as 
attached with the agenda 
(http://www.sthelens.k12.or.us/sthelens/9%2011%2006%20Board%20Packet/Agenda11
Sep2006-WS.htm).  
 
Mr. Helwig questioned why the High School’s math goal was less than the 5% board 
goal.  Mr. Heinze explained that the high school math goal is only a 2% increase 
because it has historically been very difficult to make increase in that area.  Students are 
being placed in math sequences based on achievement level.  It is hoped that this will 
help increase improvement, however 5% does not seem to be realistic based on 

http://www.sthelens.k12.or.us/sthelens/9%2011%2006%20Board%20Packet/Agenda11Sep2006-WS.htm
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historical data.  Mr. Morrisson and Mrs. Burns shared that 5% has been the goal for 
several years and should be attainable.  Mr. Morrisson urged Mr. Heinze to reconsider 
their goal.  Mrs. Burns asked if the steps the high school plans to implement is going to 
help close the 15% gap between state and high school standards.  Mr. Heinze 
responded that a large majority of students entering high school do not have high 
enough skills to adequately reach state standards.  Mrs. Burns requested that Mr. 
Heinze discuss with his staff and return with an explanation of how they will identify 
areas of deficiency and form a goal that is in better alignment with the district goals.  Mr. 
Morrisson shared that there has been deficiencies historically with little improvement.  
He feels it is time to be very proactive and create movement.  Mrs. Burns shared that the 
board needs to be pushed to examine if resources need to be allocated to better help 
schools achieve goals. 
 
Other school improvement plans were examined and had some clarification of 
terminology and explanation of development of goals.  Columbia City and Lewis & Clark 
schools do not have 5% increases as a whole but in targeted areas due to very high 
achievement levels already. 
 
Mrs. Custy concluded with a reminder that the plans are flexible and will be modified to 
target and challenge improvement as needed.   
 
Mrs. Adams asked for feedback on the forms and process for presenting the school 
improvement plans.  Mrs. Mann shared she was impressed with the process and 
presentations.  Mr. Helwig felt the curriculum plans are fantastic and the individual 
strategies could be developed more in some cases.  Overall the board is very pleased 
with concrete plans and the presentations were very clear.  Mr. Morrisson shared that he 
was very pleased especially when comparing the plans to others he has seen in other 
districts.  Mrs. Burns encouraged plans to follow specific students and cohorts as well as 
not being afraid to take risks.  She also encouraged risks knowing that the administrators 
can request support and resources from the board to attain the goals set by the schools. 
 
Ms. Adams noted that there are common goals that link kindergarten through 12th grade. 
 
Automated External Defibrillators 
Mr. Helwig shared some experiences from other schools and cost information on having 
Automated External Defibrillators (AEDs) in the buildings.  He would ultimately like to 
see every building have one with an additional one outside of the gymnasium areas at 
the middle and high schools.  There will need to be some policies created addressing 
training if they are purchased for the district.  House Bill 3482 recommends having two 
AEDs in every building and created some grant funding for purchasing them.  Mr. Helwig 
urged the board to consider purchasing and placement of AEDs in the schools and 
creating the related policies.  Mrs. Burns was concerned about the maintenance and 
how the local city emergency response teams feel about them.  Mrs. Mann shared that 
Columbia River Fire and Rescue highly supports them and they have a very long life 
span.  Mr. Morrisson shared that AEDs are no more difficulty to maintain than fire 
extinguishers.  He also feels that CRF&R is a great agency, however AEDs are highly 
effective and beneficial even when emergency response is a quick as possible.  Mr. 
Helwig shared that AEDs will automatically adjust them.  Mr. Lammers shared some 
concern with other agencies surrounds non-certified staff or general public using the 
devices and the liability surround those issues. 
 
There was consensus to continue researching the topic.  Mr. Helwig will return with more 
information at the next board work session. 



 
Mr. Helwig felt that one-way masks need to be purchased for all the first aid kits or made 
available to staff.  Some buildings have kits with the masks and other equipment which 
is needed in the event of an emergency.  The administration will be discussing 
emergency procedures and equipment at their.  
 
Wellness Policy 
Ms. Adams presented a revised copy of the policy which is the most current version from 
OSBA.  This version has been adopted by all districts in the county with the exception of 
Clatskanie.  There has been some concern from clubs such as SHAPE and the boosters 
that may sell items during school.  The policy would not apply to activities outside of 
school hours.   
 
Mr. Helwig feels that the beginning is too wordy and should strike the first lines and 
begin with “The superintendent shall prepare….”  He further  
 
The board will send recommended changes to the policy to Adam.  The administrative 
regulations will not be addressed until the policy has been settled. 
 
Action Items

Mr. Helwig moved and Mrs. Mann seconded the motion to declare the 1986 
GMC Suburban with VIN 1G5GC26W3GF524433 and the 1986 Dodge Van 
with VIN 2B4HB21TOGK553755 as surplus property to be sold. The motion 
carried unanimously. 
 
Mr. Helwig moved and Mr.  Lammers seconded the motion that the new 
elementary school will be located on the district’s Millard road property.  

Mr. Helwig inquired if there is any access to the property besides Millard Road.  Mr. 
Stewart will confirm that there is pedestrian access from another side of the property.  
Mr. Helwig is concerned that there should be more than one access road onto the 
property.  The issue will be addressed during the design and layout process. 

The motion carried unanimously. 
 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:50 p.m. 
 
 
 
             
Board Chair      Superintendent 


