
St Helens School District #502 
Board of Directors Meeting 

September 25, 2006 

The District School Board of School District #502, Columbia County, Oregon convened a 
regular meeting at 6:30 in the Loo Wit room of St. Helens High School of the District, 
County and State on September 25, 2006. 
 
Those present were: 

David Morrisson, Chair 
Tim Lammers, Board Member 
Terri Burns, Board Member 
Patricia Adams, Superintendent 
Adam Stewart, Dir. Facilities and Operations 
Brett Williams, Executive Assistant 
 

Other present were: 
Jeri Deady 
Lori Thompson 
Michelle Tullock 
Judy Valpiani 
Brian Heinze 
Tim Graham 
Darla Meeuwsen 
Colleen Grogan 

Judith Custy 
Paul Berg 
Judy Valpiani 
Jerry Meadows 
Cheryl Meadows 
Darrell Swan 
April Bamburg 

 
Call to Order
The meeting was called to order at 6:30 pm. 
 
Public Comment
Tiffany Deahl shared that she has applied to Rainier for inter-district transfer.  She felt the 
Rainier superintendent was very demeaning and was not looking out for well being of her 
children.  She is very frustrated that her children, who have gotten established in the St. Helens 
district, are now being taken out of that environment they are accustomed to and successful in. 
 
Superintendent Adams has met with Mrs. Deahl.  Ms. Adams will be calling Mr. Carter.  The 
family does live in the Rainier district and policy in all local districts requires that the resident 
district to approve first.  She will approve the transfer it if received. 
 
 
Miss Hearing is a senior at St. Helens High School. She is concerned about release period.  
She feels it is unfair to ask student to leave the campus for 90 minutes and return.  Some live in 
Goble and Warren.  With current gas prices many student don’t return.  She requests that the 
Loo Wit room be opened again for juniors and seniors.  It would be a reward for them once they 
get to that grade.  A parent volunteer was suggested as a solution for supervision. 
 
Ms. Adams has discussed it with SHHS principal Brian Heinze.  Mr. Heinze will present 
information on the release period at the October board meeting with numbers and calculations 
as to the cause, impact and solutions for the issue. 
 
 



SHHS student Stephanie Lowrey has four release periods.  She has one day with one period 
and one with three.  On the day with one period it is much easier to come to school and do 
work.  On the 21st of September she was requested to leave the campus.  As a one time 
solution she was offered to go to the library.  She felt offended by being asked to leave campus.  
She wants to remain on campus and use the facilities and resources for learning. 
 
Ms. Adams assured the students that the issue will be addressed and Mr. Heinze will get back 
to the students. 
 
Mrs. Burns asked why Miss Lowrey only has 4 classes.  She responded that she does not need 
the credits and needs to work to pay expenses. 
 
Katie Wheatman shared that she has two release periods in the morning.  She does not have 
the option of taking the release periods at the end of the day.  She likes to meet friends in the 
morning, but then she cannot spend time at McDonalds or Wal-Mart. She does not have 
transportation and feels caught.  She does not have the prerequisites for classes which she 
wants to take during those periods and feels strongly she would not be successful in the course 
for which she does have credits. 
 
Ms. Adams asked Miss Wheatman if classes are available for her to take.  She responded that 
there probably is, but she does not feel she would be successful.  She confirmed that she 
elected to take the release periods. 
 
Consent Agenda 
 

Mr. Lammers moved and Mrs. Burns seconded the motion to accept the consent 
agenda.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 
Special Recognition 
Vicky Hoops from US Bank presented a check for $3000 to Michelle Peiper as a representative 
of the Sacagawea Health Center.  The funds will be used to provide medical supplies and 
services to kids of families with limited funds. 
 
Mr. Heinze announced that Kaylea Watkins is a semi-finalist in the National Merit Scholar 
program.  There were 1.4 million juniors which applied to the program.  To become a finalist 
they must have an outstanding academic record, be recommended by administrators, have a 
high ranking SAT score and submit an application.  There are 15,475 participants within 
Oregon.  Kaylea is tied for the 10th position. 
 
Reports and Discussion 
 
Bond Update 
Chris Iverson updated the board on bond activities.  The Yes for Kids committee had a table at 
the Open House events at Columbia City, Middle School, and Lewis and Clark.  Superintendent 
presentations, district newsletters, principal newsletters, summaries published by both local 
newspapers are included in activities which have taken place in September.   
 
During the month of October yard signs will be passed out, fliers placed at business, walk-
abouts, and many other activities will be taking place.  The committee needs people to complete 
support forms for both financial support and for endorsement in an advertisement. 
 



Policy Re-Write 
Jennifer Nancarrow updated the board on the status of the OSBA policy re-write.  A date will be 
arranged soon to begin reviewing sections A&B.  She then shared how the process will work.   
 
The committee would get the sections two weeks prior to review.  If there are policies which 
impact specific departments, representatives will be brought in during the re-writing of those 
portions of the policies. 
 
Wellness Policy – Third Reading 
Nathan Helwig did a re-write of the policy and presented it to the board.  There were several 
comments that board members liked the cleaned version.  Ms. Adams shared that some have 
requested “during regular school hours” be added within the policy to ensure that vendors at 
events during non-school hours are able to continue providing the refreshments the currently 
provide.  Mr. Helwig share hesitancy to add that wording because the way it is written does not 
prevent anyone from selling the items they currently do, but providing some type of alternate 
snack, such as fruit, granola bars, etc. 
 
There was discussion that the goal was to make a statement that the district will take an active 
role in the health and welfare of students.  Mr. Morrisson felt anything needs to be clearly 
spelled out to ensure interpretation of the policy by future boards and administration.  Mr. 
Stewart clarified that any specifics will be addressed in the administrative regulation to flesh out 
the intent of the policy.  Mr. Lammers shared that it is important to provide choices and lead by 
example, and that you cannot make people be healthy. 
 

Mr. Helwig moved to add action item 6.1 – Approve policy EFA to the agenda.  
Mrs. Mann seconded the motion and it carried unanimously. 

 
 
Mastery in Motion 
Judith Custy presented an overview of Mastery in Motion.  The program will help with data 
mining assessment and student data to assist administrators in making decisions based on the 
data. 
 
Web Page 
Adam Stewart shared the results of the district providing access to all teachers the Teacher 
Web program.  They have all created a basic web page that they can customize with 
information for students, parents, and community.  He also demonstrated a new and consistent 
look for all school web sites.  Some teachers have grades available online which students and 
parents can access with an individualized ID.  The goal is to get parent involvement and 
communication through current web-available information. 
 
Flash News 
The district subscribes to a service, Flash News, which can be used to update media within 
minutes of a closure or other alert which is sent by the district.  He then demonstrated how any 
person with an e-mail can subscribe to the free service and receive the same updates via e-
mail.  There have been several hundred people which has subscribed to the service over the 
past year. 
 
Mastery in Motion, the web page support, and Flash News are all services which are provided 
or costs reduced because of support for the Northwest Regional ESD. 
 



Automated External Defibrillators 
Mr. Helwig shared that he is still working on a sample policy to present and has checked with 
other districts on how they have implemented and maintained AED’s in their buildings.  The 
district’s insurance provider has confirmed that any liabilities associated would be covered.  The 
cost is about $894 each and there are grant programs available which he will check into. 
 
ACTION ITEMS 
 
Wellness policy -EFA 

Mr. Helwig moved and Mrs. Mann seconded the motion to accept local Wellness 
Program Policy EFA.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 
COMMUNICATION
The communication items on the agenda were acknowledged. 
 
Mr. Morrisson acknowledged that Jerry Meadows has submitted his recognition as principal of 
Lewis and Clark Intermediate School.  Mr. Meadows has been a principal for 13 years, but has 
been working for the district for 23 years.  His resignation is effective December 31st, however 
he will be contracting back to complete the year. 
 
Mr. Meadows commented that is has been a privilege to serve the community’s children. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:04 p.m. 
          
Board Chair   Superintendent
 


