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St. Helens School District #502 
Board of Directors Meeting 

April 28, 2008 
 
The District School Board of School District #502, Columbia County, Oregon convened in regular 
session at 6:30 p.m. in the Administration Office of the District, County and State on April 28, 2008. 
 
Those present were: 

Terri Burns, Board Chair 
Bill Crist, Board Member 
Rebecca Wallace, Board Member 
David Morrisson, Board Member 
Patricia Adams, Superintendent 
Adam Stewart, Director of Operations and Facilities 
Amanda Stuber, Executive Assistant 

 
Guests: 
 Marleen Zytniowski   Cathy Carson    Lisa Rawlings 
 Scott Curtis    Nanette Hagen   Jeri Deady 
 Colleen Grogan   Diana Peterson   Telka Peterson 
 Loraine Coopersmith   Jay Groom    Judy Valpiani 
 Michele Strang   Jill Parrott    Eric Bartley 
 Ray Bartley    Keith Locke    Chad Olson 
 April Bamburg, The Chronicle Ronda Melton    Lori Peterson 
 Sam Chapman   Jennifer Dentworth   Brian Dentworth 
 Lori Porter    Danielle Speiser   Danielle Green 
 Josh Green    Natanya Stockton   Sheyanne Green 
 Mistaya Stockton   Tasheena Sorensen   Stephanie Martinez 
 Gary Myers  
    
Call to Order 
The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. followed by the flag salute.   
 
Agenda Approval 
Terri Burns revised agenda items 6.5 and 6.8 to 6.2 and 6.3 and shifted the remaining agenda items 
down. 
 
Rebecca Wallace moved to approve the agenda as amended. Bill Crist seconded.  The motion carried 
unanimously as follows:  Rebecca Wallace, yes; David Morrisson, yes; Terri Burns, yes; and Bill Crist, 
yes. 
 
Public Comment on Non Agenda Items 
None 
 
Consent Agenda 
David Morrisson moved to approve the consent agenda as follows: 
 

Minutes of Work Session – April 14, 2008 
Human Resources Report – April 2008 
General Fund Revenue & Expenditure Report 
General Fund Revenue & Expenditure Projection 
Estimate of State and School Support for School Year 
School Nutrition Fund Report 
Student Enrollment/Attendance Information 
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Accident Report – March 2008 
 
Rebecca Wallace seconded.  The motion carried unanimously as follows:  Rebecca Wallace, yes; Terri 
Burns, yes; David Morrisson, yes; and Bill Crist, yes. 
 
Special Recognitions 
 
Columbia City School Parents 
Judy Valpiani recognized a variety of parents and community members for their contributions to the 
successful Columbia City School’s Outdoor School fundraising event.  Through a combination of 
fundraising efforts and grants the original $80 per student out of pocket cost to families was reduced to 
$45. 
 
Local graphic artist Melissa Gilbertson was recognized for her design of the label used on the coffee 
sold in the fundraiser.  Owners of Fresh Start Espresso, Kari Smith and Tammy Cooper, were 
recognized for selling the school the coffee to the fundraising event at whole sale cost.  Michele Strang 
and Jill Parrott were recognized for their extremely active participation in both the coffee and cookie 
dough fundraising, and Stephanie Cox was recognized for her solicitation of the local coffee vendors for 
the $.75 reduction on each $2.00 coffee purchase. 
 
Middle School Reading Intervention Program Participants 
Scott Curtis shared a brief summary of the new reading intervention program at the middle school and 
announced that all of the 66 students who participated all reflected a gain in their Lexile Score.  On 
behalf of teachers Jennifer Wentworth, Lori Porter, and Danielle Speiser who piloted the program and 
their students, Stephanie Martinez, Tasheena Sorenson, Sheyanne Green and Mistaya Stockton 
accepted a Certificate of Excellence for their outstanding performance and dedication. 
 
Reports and Discussions 
 
St. Helens High School ASB Report 
Sam Chapman reported the senior class has 24 days left of school.  Last Friday the Spring Fling 
Assembly was held and the teachers versus student’s volleyball game ended with students taking the 
win and the sophomore class won the Powder Puff Football game.  Upcoming events announced 
include the National Honor Society Spring Induction Ceremony on April 29th; Prom at the Crown 
Ballroom Saturday, May 3rd; Spring Sports Desert on May 28th, and the Senior Assembly on June 4th.  
ASB Officers for the 2008-2009 school year are:  Nic Adeneau – President, Tyler Pellham – Vice 
President, Kolten Edwards – Secretary, Megan Mannen – Treasurer, and Alina Dolyniuk – Public 
Relations. 
 
Business Report 
Mr. Stewart provided an update on the Construction Excise Tax and pending land swap between the 
District, City of St. Helens, and the Hospital Coalition Group.  The Excise Tax Agreement with the 
county is pending and it is hopeful that the agreement will be finalized in coming weeks.  The proposed 
land in the land swap is under survey for partitioning and following the survey process, there were be 
some final paperwork that will need to be completed. 
 
KG-AR Community Use of District Facilities Discussion 
Mr. Stewart explained that the recently updated form being used for facility use has been a 
continuously updated agreement and Mr. Stewart proposed the district compile a group of community 
members from the local organizations to work together to develop an administrative rule that will 
address each of the organization’s facility needs. 
 
Mrs. Burns agreed with Mr. Stewart’s recommendation and noted the entire purpose of fees associated 
with facility use is to cover costs of the facility maintenance, not to make money off of the use. 
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To advance with the facility use form review/revision, an advertisement to solicit assistance from the 
various community groups will be placed in the local newspaper and the individual organizations the 
district has contact information for will be contacted.  Following the work of the group, a 
recommendation will go to the school board. 
 
St. Helens High School Physics Department Travel Request 
Jay Groom reviewed the Physics Department proposed itinerary and requested permission for out of 
state travel May 14th through May 18th.  The trip will be to California and in addition to experiencing the 
cable cars in San Francisco the students will visit Alcatraz, Paramount Great America, The 
Exploratorium, Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory, and Sequential Biofuels in Salem. 
 
City of St. Helens Urban Renewal Feasibility Report  
Keith Locke introduced Chad Olson and reviewed the City of St. Helens Urban Renewal Feasibility 
Report.  The basis of the report is to improve the overall economic conditions in St. Helens through tax.  
The tax will be based on the assessed value of the boundary areas and the urban renewal law allows 
for approximately $104.6 million in assessed value within the preliminary boundary area.  A few items 
included in the preliminary list of renewal project activities includes improved parking facilities and 
increased parking availability in Olde Towne and the moving of City faculties to the Houlton area.  It 
was also noted that an Urban Renewal does not impact the per-student revenue for schools.  The funds 
received by the school district are determined by the State through a uniform per student funding level, 
not by the amount of property taxes raised locally. 
 
Mr. Locke also noted there is a desire among the business community for stronger communication 
between the district and them, and noted he will be offering assistance with building this 
communication. 
 
Mr. Crist commended the city on setting a link between the school district and the businesses 
community and recommended the addition of public art throughout the community to enhance tourism. 
 
Superintendent Report 
Superintendent Adams provided a report on the Oregon diploma.  The Oregon Department of 
Education is expected to rule on a new diploma requirement following a May 28th public hearing.  The 
new requirement will require classes from the current 8th grade class on to meet the state benchmark in 
Reading, Math and Writing or through credit for proficiency to receive their high school diploma.  
Although the district will face challenges on meeting the new requirement, but they are challenges that 
will improve academics for students and prepare them for future jobs and higher education. 
 
Mr. Crist questioned the probability of the new diploma requirement being linked to future drop out 
rates. 
 
Superintendent Adams noted the new requirement could contribute to the drop out rate but was 
confident that the programs in place would keep the drop out rate at a minimum. 
 
Superintendent Adams also announced the district is currently conducting a staff survey and will be 
conducting a parent and student survey May 1 – May 10.  Postcards announcing the survey will go out 
in the mail to parents this week. 
 
South Columbia Learning Center 
Superintendent Adams provided a brief review of the South Columbia Learning Center program and 
concerns with the continuation of the program that were reported on at the April 14th Work Session.  
Following a recommendation from Superintendent Adams to close the SCLC alternative program and 
merge the students with other current programs in the district, time for public input was provided; no 
members present provided public comment. 
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Policy Revisions – Second Reading 
Mr. Morrisson questioned the purpose of the focus on student with disabilities records in policy 
IGBAB/JO, IGBAB/JO-AR, JO/IGBAB, and JO/IGBAB-AR. 
 
Jeri noted the recommendation from OSBA is inline with the requirement from the Oregon Department 
of Education and ODE often requires specific language.  Jeri will follow up with OSBA & ODE on the 
requirement for verbatim language. 
 
On policies IGBAB/JO-AR and JO/IGBAB-AR Mr. Morrisson questioned the area addressing social 
security numbers. 
 
Superintendent Adams explained social security numbers are used at the high school level as they are 
linked to grant reporting for grants such as the Perkins Grant. 
  
It was also noted that an appeal step to the Board was not included in the policies IGBAB/JO-AR and 
JO/IGBAB-AR and the addition of that step was requested. 
 
A final question referred to the reference of parent and not guardian in the policy.  Jeri Deady explained 
that parent has been redefined to include biological, guardian, foster-parent, etc. and Jeri will provide 
follow up to that definition. 
 
NWRESD Pilot Governance Survey & OSBA Legislative Policy Candidate Election 
Mrs. Burns explained the Board received the Northwest Regional ESD’s Pilot Governance Survey and 
Legislative Policy Committee information at the April Work Session.  The Board provided direction to 
have Mrs. Burns compile and submit the survey findings and Board Assistant, Amanda Stuber, will 
submit the Board’s vote for the Legislative election. 
  
Public Comments Regarding Agenda Items 
Lori Peterson questioned if any of the students not attending Outdoor School were due to financial 
reasons and if a student could be sponsored if that were the case. 
 
Judy Valpiani noted there are a few who are not able to pay.  A student can be sponsored for $45.00 
and some who are unable to pay are eligible for scholarships to attend. 
 
Nanette Hagen announced tomorrow night is the Spring National Honor Society Induction Ceremony 
and invited the Board to attend. 
 
Rebecca Wallace showed the quilt she made and is donating to the Booster’s Annual Auction. 
 
ACTION ITEMS 
 
St. Helens High School Physics Department Travel Request 
 

David Morrisson moved to accept the St. Helens High School physic department’s travel 
request.  Rebecca Wallace seconded. 
 
The motion carried unanimously as follows:  Rebecca Wallace, yes; Terri Burns, yes; David 
Morrisson, yes; and Bill Crist, yes. 
 

 
Approval of the Closing of South Columbia Learning Center 
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Rebecca Wallace moved to close and merge the South Columbia Learning Center alternative 
program with other alternative programs in the district.  David Morrisson seconded. 
 
The motion carried unanimously as follows:  Rebecca Wallace, yes; Terri Burns, yes; David 
Morrisson, yes; and Bill Crist, yes. 
 

NWRESD Pilot Governance Survey 
 

Bill Crist moved to allow Terri Burns to complete the NWRESD Pilot Governance Survey on 
behalf of the Board.  Rebecca Wallace seconded. 
 
The motion carried unanimously as follows:  Rebecca Wallace, yes; Terri Burns, yes; David 
Morrisson, yes; and Bill Crist, yes. 

 
OSBA Legislative Policy Committee Election 
 

David Morrisson moved to elect Dennis Warren to the Legislative Policy Committee to represent 
the St. Helens School District’s region.  Bill Crist seconded. 
 
The motion carried unanimously as follows:  Rebecca Wallace, yes; Terri Burns, yes; David 
Morrisson, yes; and Bill Crist, yes.  

 
  
The meeting adjourned at 8:10 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
             
Board Chair      Superintendent 


