
St. Helens Middle School Facts 
 

Information related to Ballot Measure 5-194 
 
 

Did You Know………. 
 
Outdated facilities have a direct impact on modern education.  
 

 
 

 The accordion-style classroom partitions allow more noise to travel from 
room to room. This arrangement is distracting and leaves little wall space 
for hanging posters or displaying student work. And partitions have no 
outlets so technology usage is limited. 

 
 The building was designed as a junior high school. It now operates as a 

middle school utilizing team-teaching techniques. Teams are often on 
differing schedules resulting in classes which must move through hallways 
while other classes are in session. Even with care this is noisy and 
distracting. The new design will bring teaching teams together with a 
common area between their rooms allowing them greater flexibility in 
scheduling group activities. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Did You Know………. 
 

 
 

 Depending on weather conditions, computer labs are often 10-15 degrees 
warmer than other classrooms even with added air conditioning and fans 
in those rooms. 

 
 Two classes must share the gymnasium during each teaching period. As a 

result, classes are crowded and limited in activities.  
 
 Due to the library’s small size, access is limited to one class at a time and 

library data-base searches are limited to three students at one time. 
Current wiring will only support six computers. The result is inadequate 
technology to meet class research needs. Due to lack of storage, media 
equipment for use in classrooms must be stored in the middle of the 
library further limiting space for students. 

 

 
 

 Four science classrooms share one small area meant to be a lab. But 
microscopes and other vital equipment clog the space, rendering it 
useless for anything other than storage. 
 
 
 
 



Did You Know………. 
 

 
 

 Science classrooms do not have adequate work stations for all students to 
do experiments at once. There are no ventilation hoods or gas lines for 
Bunsen burners. Each room has only two sinks. These conditions severely 
limit “hands on” experiments for our students and waste valuable 
instruction time as students rotate through existing stations. 

 
St. Helens Middle School has not seen any major renovations since it opened in 
1964. Increased student enrollment has forced the continued use of aging 
portable classrooms never intended for long term use.  
 
Older facilities cost more to maintain and limit the ability to grow.  

 
 The middle school still uses the original boiler which was installed in 1964. 

Parts are no longer readily available for repairs. 
 

 Energy inefficiencies from single pane windows and the outdated boiler 
cost the district approximately $20,000 per year. An energy-efficient 
building would allow the district to shift dollars from energy costs to other 
programs or maintenance projects. 

 
 Restroom facilities are inadequate. There are only 8 stalls between two 

restrooms to serve the entire female student population.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Did You Know………. 
 

 
 

 Because the St. Helens Middle School serves as the district’s 
communication hub, the power system is at capacity. This limits 
technology improvements throughout the building. 

 

 
 

 Though completely sealed, asbestos is present in flooring, sheetrock, and 
piping insulation. In 2007 the district-wide cost of asbestos management 
and abatement was $16,000. The remodel would include a complete 
asbestos abatement and eliminate this ongoing and expensive problem at 
the middle school. 

 
 St. Helens Middle School does not have an internal sprinkler system to 

protect against fire. A sprinkler system would not only offer better facility 
protection, but it would also reduce fire insurance rates for this structure. 

 
 The cost of this remodel was 14 million dollars just one year ago. Today it 

will cost 19.1 million. What will it cost if we wait another year or two? 
 
 

 
 
 



Did You Know………. 
 
The proposed bond measure will provide funds for a comprehensive remodel of 
St. Helens Middle School. This remodel will include added classrooms and 
science labs, increased library space and a second gymnasium. It will eliminate 
asbestos, provide modern kitchen facilities, and upgrade the infrastructure to 
supply ever-increasing technology needs and reduce energy costs.  


